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CHICAGO 

VBR  AND  HARBOR  (MENTION, 

JULY  5th,  1847. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  delegations  from  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  to  a  Convention  held  at  Chicago,  pursuant  to  public  no- 
tice, on  July  5th,  1847,  for  the  purposes  named  in  the  Call  of 
said  River  and  Harbor.  Convention,  the  following  proceedings 
were  had : 

The  several  delegations  having  assembled  in  the  Public 
Square  on  Michigan  Avenue,  were  escorted  by  a  procession 
composed  of  the  Volunteer,  Military,  and  Fire  Department,  and 
citizens,  to  the  Pavilion  prepared  for  their  reception,  in  the 
Court  House  Square.  Upon  their  arrival,  they  were  welcomed 
by  the  Hon.  James  Curtiss,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Chicago. 

In  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Committee 
of  nine,  consisting  of 

James  L.  Barton,  of  Buffalo, 
John  W.  Allen,  of  Cleveland, 
Augustus  S.  Porter,  of  Detroit, 
Wm.  Duane  Wilson,  of  Milwaukee, 
Byron  Kilbourn,  " 

William  B.  Ogden,  of  Chicago, 
S.  Lisle  Smith,  " 

George  W.  Dole,  " 

A.  B.  Chambers,  of  St.  Louis, 
appointed  by  a  meeting  of  citizens  from  several  of  the  Western 


and  North-Western  States,  held  at  Kathbim's  Hotel,  in  the  City 
of  New-York,  on  the  28th  day  of  September,  1846,  Wm.  B. 
Ogden,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  said  Committee,  and  on  their  behalf, 
moved  that  James  L.  Barton,  of  Buffalo,  take  the  Chair  tem- 
porarily, for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Convention,  which 
was  carried  by  acclamation. 

On  his  further  motion,  A.  B.  Chambers,  of  St.  Louis,  and 
Hans  Crocker,  of  Milwaukee,  were  appointed  Secretaries  pro 
tern. 

Mr.  Barton,  on  taking  the  Chair,  returned  thanks  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  him,  in  calling  him  to  preside  temporarily 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention. 

By  request  of  the  President,  the  Bev.  Dr.  William  Allen,  of 
Northampton,  Mass.,  opened  the  Convention  with  prayer. 


Rules  for  Organizing  and  Voting, 

Mr.  S.  Lisle  Smith,  on  behalf  of  the  General  Committee,  laid 
before  the  Convention  the  following  propositions,  for  their  con- 
sideration and  decision — said  propositions  being  recommended 
by  said  Committee  : 

"  1st.  The  States  shall  be  called  over,  and  the  delegations, 
through  one  of  their  number,  shall  report  a  written  list  of  the 
names  of  the  delegates  in  attendance  from  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritory, giving  their  locality  as  far  as  practicable. 

"  2nd.  A  Committee  of  one  from  each  State  and  Territory, 
(to  be  designated  by  the  delegation,)  shall  be  appointed  to  re- 
port to  the  Convention,  officers  for  its  government,  rules  for  its 
conduct,  and  the  order  of  its  business. 

"  3d.  Upon  a  division  being  called  for,  on  any  question,  the 
delegation  of  each  State  and  Territory  shall  be  entitled  to  cast 
the  vote  of  the  State  or  Territory,  according  to  its  representa- 
tion in  the  Federal  Government — Territories  to  be  entitled  to 
four  votes. 

"  4th.  Each  delegation  is  requested  to  appoint  one  of  their 
number,  to  respond  to  the  Chair,  in  casting  the  vote  of  their 
State  or  Territory." 


The  question  being  propounded  by  the  Chair,  "  Shall  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee  be  adopted  by  the  Convention," 
Mr.  David  Dudley  Field,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
third  proposition,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  : 

"  And  the  vote  of  each  delegation  shall  be  taken  by  Ayes 
and  Noes  ;  and  in  reporting  the  same  to  the  President,  the  per- 
son announcing  it  shall  announce,  also,  the  state  of  the  vote." 

A  division  having  been  called  for,  the  vote  was  first  taken  on 
the  first  proposition,  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  second  proposition  was  also  adopted. 

The  third  proposition  coming  up,  Mr.  Field's  amendment  was 
carried,  and  the  proposition,  as  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  fourth  proposition  was  also  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Solon  Robinson,  of  Indiana,  the  reports  of  del- 
egates were  postponed  until  after  the  permanent  organization  of 
the  Convention. 


Committee  to  Nominate  Permanent  Officers, 

The  States  were  then  called  over  alphabetically,  to  designate 
the  delegate  who  should  represent  them  on  the  Committee  to 
Nominate  Permanent  Officers  for  this  Convention,  and  to  re- 
commend rules,  &c. 

The  following  States  answered,  and  named  Committee-men 
as  follows  : 

Connecticut — John  A.  Rockwell, 

Florida — John  G.  Camp, 

Georgia — T.  Butler  King, 

Indiana — Samuel  C.  Semple, 

Illinois — Robert   Smith, 

Iowa — N.  L.  Stout, 

Kentucky —         Crawford, 

Maine — William  8.  Chandler, 

Massachusetts — A;  tenuis  Lee, 

Michigan — John  Piddle , 

Missouri — Albert  Jackson, 

New-Hampshire — Francis  S.  Fiske, 


New- York- — John  C.  Spencer, 
New-Jersey- — Littleton  Kirkpatrick, 
Ohio — Robert  0.  Schenck, 
Pennsylvania — A.  G.  Ralston, 
Rhode  Island — Edward  Seagrave, 
South  Carolina — J.  L.  H.  Cross, 
Wisconsin — Marshall  M.  Strong. 
On  motion  of  John  C.  Spencer,' of  New-York,  this  Committee 

were  required  to  meet  at  the  Court  House,  for  the  performance 

of  their  duties,  at  3,  P.  M.,  this  day. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet  at  4,  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION— 4,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  James  L.  Bar- 
ton, President  pro  tern.,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  permanent  officers,  prepare  rules, 
&c,  not  being  prepared  to  report,  the  Rev.  William  Allen,  of 
Massachusetts,  the  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  and  Horace 
Greeley,  Esq.,  of  New- York,  responded,  in  brief  addresses,  to 
the  calls  made  upon  them  by  the  Convention. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Officers,  &c. 

John  Biddle,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
report  the  names  of  permanent  Officers  of  the  Convention,  pre- 
pare rules  of  conduct,  and  report  the  order  of  business  to  be 
observed,  made  the  following  report : 

"  Your  Committee  met  at  the  Court  House  at  3,  P.  M.,  and 
appointed  John  Biddle,  of  Michigan,  Chairman,  and  A.  G.  Rals- 
ton, of  Pennsylvania,  Secretary.  The  roll  being  called,  the 
members  were  found  to  be  present. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that 

EDWARD  BATES,  of  Missouri, 
be  nominated  to  the  Convention,  for  its  presiding  officer. 


War  Vice  Presidents. 
Jfejpc  H,  Brockway,  of  Connecticut 
-John  O.  Camp,  of  Florida, 
X.  Butler  King,  of  Georgia, 
E.  W.  H.  Ellis,  of  Indiana, 
Oharles  S.  Hempstead,  of  Illinois, 
Judge  •■&.  H.  Williams,  of  Iowa, 
M.  A.  Chandler,  of  Maine, 
William  E.  Eustis,  of  Massachusetts^ 
William  Woodbridge,  of  Michigan, 
28L  W,  Watkins,  of  Missouri, 
Erastus  -Corning,  of  New-¥ork, 
Littleton  Kirkpatrick,  of  New-Jersey3 
Francis  S-  Fiske,  of  New-Hampshire., 
Gov.  William  Bebb,  of  Ohio, 
Andrew  M.  Loomis,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hamilton  Hoppin,  of  Rhode  Island, 
John  H.  Tweedy,  of  Wisconsin. 

•For  Secretaries. 
;  Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana, 
Nelson  G.  Edwards,  of  Illinois, 
Aaron  Hobart,  of  Massachusetts, 
David  A..  Noble,  of  Michigan, 
Francis  IT.  Ffrono,  of  New-York, 
Peter  McMartin,  of  New- Jersey, 
William  J.  Otis,  of  Ohio, 
Frederick  S~  Lovell,  of  Wisconsin, 
Henry  W.  Starr,  of  Iowa, 
A.  B.  Chambers.,  of  Missouri." 
Mr.  'Charles  King  moved,  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Eor~n:.v4 
Bates,  as  the  presiding  officer,  and  insert  the  name  of  lipomas 
'Cor  win. 

Mr.  Corwin  immediately  arose,  and  peremptorily  and  posi- 
tively declined  serving,  under  the  circumstances. 
Mr.  King  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion. 
The  question  .recurring,  upon  concurring  in  the  nominations 


3* 

of "tlie  Committee  for  permanent  officers,  ft  was  decided"  m  the 
affirmative,  and  ike  officers,  as  given  above,  were  therefore- 
elected  to  the  offices  designated  in  the  Committee's  report. 

The  President  elect,  Edward  Bates,  of  Missouri,  being  eon 
ducted  to  the  Chair,  addressed  the  Convention  in  an  appropri- 
ate speech,. 


Rules  for  the  ConventioiL 

The  Committee  then  made  a  further  report,  recommending: 
the  following  rules  of  conduct,  order  of  business,  &c,  to  the 
Convention : 

"  1st.  Resolved,  That  the  Convention  shall  be  governed,  in 
Its  deliberations  and  action,  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  parliamen- 
tary law — provided  that  no  delegate  shall  speak  more  than  fif- 
teen minutes  at  one  time,  on  any  question. 

"  2nd.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  this  Convention,  to  prepare  and  publish,  as- 
soon  as  convenient,  an  address,  on  behalf  of  this  Convention,  to 
the  People  of  the  United  States.. 

"  3d-  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  two  from  each  State* 
and  Territory  represented  in  this  Convention,  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  to  prepare  and  report  such  resolutions  as  they 
may  recommend  to  be  adopted  by  this  Convention- 

"  4th.  Resolved,  That  an  Executive  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed, of  one  member  from  each  State  and  Territory  representee! 
in  this  Convention,  to  be  selected  by  the  respective  delegations, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Congress,  em- 
bracing the  views  and  purposes  of  this  Convention,  with  proper 
statistics  to  sustain  them ;  and  to  urge  upon  the  attention  of 
Congress  such  subjects  of  improvement  as  may  be  most  urgent, 
proper,  and  expedient ;  that  the  said  Committee  shall  appoint 
such  sub-committees,  for  the  collection  of  statistical  information, 
as  they  may  deem  expedient  and  necessary ;  that  the  said  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  directed,  for  more  con- 
venient and  concentrated  action,  to  appoint  a  sub-committee  to 
attend  the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  present  the  said  memo 
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rial,  and  to  promote  its  success ;  that  the  said  Executive  Com- 
mittee be,  and  it  is  hereby,  directed  to  call,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  it  may  consider  most  convenient,  another  Convention, 
to  which  the  said  Committee  shall  report  its  proceedings  and 
progress — And,  if  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  the  aid  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  out  the  beneficent  purposos  of  this  Convention, 
to  report  the  causes  of  its  failure,  in  order  that  such  future  Con- 
vention may  take  such  more  efficient  action  in  the  premises,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  command  success  ;  and  further, 
that  such  projects  of  improvement  and  such  statistical  informa- 
tion as  may  be  presented  to  this  Convention,  be  referred,  with- 
out debate,  to  the  said  Executive  Committee,  for  its  deliberate 
consideration  and  action." 

The  question  recurring,  "  Will  the  Convention  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  and  adopt  the  resolutions  introduced 
by  them  ?"  Mr.  Scammon,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  lay  the  above 
report  on  the  table,  and  that  they  be  printed.  A  division  of 
this  motion  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Greeley,  of  New-York,  Mr. 
Scammon  finally,  after  debate,  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  first  resolution  finally  passed. 

The  second  resolution  coming  up,  it  was  finally,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Treat,  of  Missouri,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  third  resolution  coming  up  in  order,  Mr.  Stringham,  of 
New-York,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Judd,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend,  by  providing  that  the 
Committee  shall  be  designated  by  the  delegations  of  the  States 
and  Territories,  instead  of  the  presiding  officer  ;  which  motion 
was,  after  debate,  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  resolution,  it  was,  after 
further  debate,  adopted. 

Before  considering  the  fourth  resolution,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  (Tuesday)  morning,  at  9,  A.  M, 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  delegations  from  the  dif- 
ferent States  represented,  as  handed  in  by  the  respective  dele- 
gations, to  the  Secretaries,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Convention  : 


ELLINGTON. 

John  II  Brockway, 
Sol  Pitkin. 


Hon  T  Butler  Kin? 


LA  PORTE  CO. 

Hon  G  A  Rose, 
J  P  Early, 
S  Van  Pelt, 
S  E  Williams, 
Hon  C  W  Henry, 
W  D  Sham  way, 
Hon  A  L  Osborn, 
Joseph  Orr, 
J  Forrester, 
A  H  Robertson, 
D  G  Rose, 
J  Bun, 

G  A  Rosp,  Jr, 
William  Taylor, 
W  B  Bowes, 
Benjamin  Rush, 
Hon  S  Evarts, 
Dr  Meeker, 
Franklin  Buren, 
Lulher  Mann, 
E  M  Low, 
Addison  Ballard, 
Captain  M  Miller, 
James  S  Stuart, 
Lyman  Blair, 
A  P  Bowes, 


CONNECTICUT. 

NORWICH. 

J  A  Rockwell, 
Joel  AV  White, 
Gardner  Green. 

FLORIDA. 
J  G  Camp. 
GEORGIA. 


INDIANA. 

John  Andrews, 
J  S  McDonald, 
William  Hawkins, 
J  B  Fravel, 
Hon  J  M  Barclay, 
G  T  Harding, 
J  G  Sleight,  ' 
C  W  Henry,  Jr, 
Captain  Ely, 
George  W  Haines, 
George  W  Allen, 
B  Stanton, 
E  II  Norris, 
T  H  Best, 
John  Millikan, 
Franklin  Timing, 
George  Ames, 
Samuel  Oraan, 
Hon  F  W  Hunt, 
Edward  Vail, 
Hon  S  Stewart, 
Willys  Peck. 
J  Hunt, 
B  Salsbury, 
A  H  Markham, 
Noah  Francis, 
M  II  O rton, 


CrRISWOLD. 

Horatio  Willes. 

VERNON. 

N  O  Kellogg. 


William  B  Hodgson. 

C  B  Blair, 
Manlius  Brown, 
William  Henry, 
William  Gustin, 
Reynolds  Garden, 
John  Carter, 
G  VV  Kipp, 
Temple  Windle, 
Henry  Lusk, 
A  Loomis, 
Alva  Mason, 
L  Whitehead, 
Captain  A  Bailey, 
B  P  Walker, 
Thomas  D  Lemon, 
AV  J  Walker, 
Hon  AV  AV  Higgins, 
J  A  Wendona, 
O  A  Barker, 
Stephen  Holloway, 
Nathan  Holloway, 
William  Clark, 
Elam  Clark, 
T  Jernegan, 
G  II  Andrews, 
AV  Whitehead, 
J  II  ay  den, 
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l&  Barber, 
H  Hunteman, 
<J  Pruntn<2y 
«George  C  Havens? 
I  Ford, 
J  Saul ii, 

George  L  Andrew, 
L  Bradley, 
■Samuel  Hawey., 
!J  Vardcm&H, 
E  Presston, 
€  Preston, 
J  Cooley, 
•J  Coplin, 
F  D  -Evarts, 
fienry  Wlllets, 
Anson  Wait, 
-John  Walker, 
• 'James  Lemon, 
M  Hawkins, 
G  W  Haines, 
-3  J  Rrown, 
C  Everhart, 
•John  Lemoi*, 
-^ephen  Oaks, 
A  11  Robinson, 
G  B  Roberts, 
William  Cummins, 
"F  P  'Cummins, 
Seth  Brown. 

ST.  JOSEPH  -co. 
Hon  Samuel  C  "Semple, 
Hon  H  E  Hurlbut, 
Hon  T  S  Stanfield, 
Hon  William  Miller, 
"Schuyler  Colfax, 
II  Johnson, 
•'C  M  Ileatoii, 
A  P  Richardson, 
J  VV  White, 
B  F  Price, 
W  G  Norris, 
E  P  Taylor, 
J  Liebtenoerger, 

S  M  Chord, 
J  T  Lindsey, 

G  S  Harris, 

Matthias  Storer, 

C  WEuerick, 

B  F  Miller, 

Dr  L  Humphreys.. 

A  Wilson, 

John  Ryan, 

S  P  Hart,  ' 


A  Delano, 
W  Riggin, 
R  Ferris, 
Lot  Vail, 
A  A  Whitlock, 
Oliver  TNiles, 
R  T  Curtis, 
Benjamin  Wall, 
W  Ruck  man, 
D  Richmond, 
James  Davis, 
Nathaniel  Wilson, 
W  Wilmington, 
€  N  Ryan, 
"Dr  R  Pierce, 
T  D  Vail, 
•J  M  Terrfil,  > 
D  wight  Deming, 
J  P  Jones, 
Br  J  A  Herricks, 
S  Crockett, 
Jonathan  Crews. 

ALLEN  CO. 

John  Haigh,  Jr, 
James  W  Cushman, 
Wallace  B  White. 


•Jay  Mix. 

CARROLL  CO. 

W  H  Shaw. 

PORTER  CO. 
William  Cheney, 
John  Herr, 
John  S  Wallace, 
John  Dunning, 
John  R  Skinner, 
John  'C  Bali, 
W  P  Ward, 
Joseph  Brown, 
Ruel  Starr, 
Henry  Buell, 
Henry  Eusch, 
John  Eusch, 
Ellis  Sergeants, 
T  A  E  Campbell, 
David  White, 
Nathaniel  Campbell, 
William  Tainter. 

MARSHALL  CO. 

A  G  Deavitt, 
Hard, 


■ Howe, 

Hiram  Griffin. 

LAKE  CO- 
Solon  Robinson, 
John  W  Dinwiddies 
A  F  Brown, 
William  Clark, 
William  "B  Rockwell, 
Timothy  Rockwell, 
David  Turner, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Henry  D  Calmer, 
Henry  Wells, 
William  C  Ferringtou, 
B  K  Pettibone, 
€  McCord. 

LA  GRANGE  CO„ 

John  B  Howe, 
John  W  Demming, 
T  J  Spaulding, 
William  Martin, 
S  P  Williams, 
Jonathan  Woodruff. 
Delavan  Martin. 

TIPPECANOE  CO. 

"Samuel  A  Huff, 
James  Demming, 
T  T  Benbridge, 
S  H  Hazard, 
Z  Baird, 
J  L  Reynolds, 
J  H  Williams; 
Hon  Daniel  Mace. 

ELKHART  CO, 

Nelson  E  Mars'ton, 
Thomas  G  Harris, 
E  W  H  Ellis, 
John  Fitzpatrick:, 
A  N  Harseall, 
John  Cook,  Jr, 
Dr  M  M  Latta, 
W  Earle, 
II  H  Hall, 
Sewall  Thompson, 
Calvin  Martin, 
John  Simonton. 

FOUNTAIN  CO. 

Dr  Fraley. 

WAYNE  CO. 

Charles  Suffiims. 
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BOONE  COc- 
Sidney  Avery,- 
F  P  Loope, 
A  t>  Bishop, 
Henry  Loope, 
James  Crosby, 
"VV  F  Giddings, 
S  Lnng(  or, 
A  Pt-rsels, 
S  Carpenter, 
S  P  Doty, 
Joel  Walker, 
E  B  Hurd, 
Thomas  Hart, 
F  B  Hamlin, 
S  S  Whiteman, 
William  Stewart, 
Oliver  Hale, 
D  Howell, 
W  Smith, 


J  W  Fitch, 
S  Colcord, 
P  G  Vauters, 
J  D  Lansing. 

BUREAU  CO. 

Daniel  RadclifT,- 
C  Lansi worthy, 
H  E  Thompson r 
A  Bryant, 
I  Doolittle, 
R  Moseieyr 
C  Bryant. 
R  P  Moseley, 
S  L  Bangs, 
S  Doolittle, 
John  Martin y 
Dr  Ames, 
W  Converse, 
€  C  Tallett. 

COOK  CO. 

M  S  Dunlop, 
H  Wiimarth, 
John  Hill, 
D  Adams* 
J  Miekie. 
J  B  Witt, 
W  Polk,  ' 
W  McClintock, 
S  Vial, 
H  Oarringtoss, 


ILLINOIS. 
T  Doty, 
J  Gates, 
J  Filkin^, 
I  N  Martinr 
A  Luce, 
W  Ebpps, 
S  M  SaLsbury, 
M  Wlnc-hell, 
J  Shingley, 
S  W  Sherman, 
- — -  Burlingame, 
W  H  Davis. 

CITY  OF  CHICAGO. 

James  Curtiss, 
"William  B  Ogden, 
G  W  Dole, 
John  H  Kinzie, 
Grant  Goodrich-, 
Thomas  Church, 
Ebenezer  Peck, 
J  H  Collins, 
A  Getzle.r, 
B  S  Morris, 
A  S  Sherman, 
Charles  McDonaIdr 
Chaales  Walker, 
John  P  Chapin, 
Richard  L  YVilsoD, 
W  B  Egan, 
W  H  Brown, 
James  Carney, 
Mark  Skinner,- 
D  Mcllroy, 
J  Butterfield, 
John  M  Wilsofi, 
John  Wright- 
Thomas  Hoyne, 
A  Kossetter, 
B  W  Raymond, 
Jesse  B  Thomas,. 
I  N  Arnold, 
N  B  Judd, 
S  Lisle  Smith, 
Giles  Spring, 
G  S  Hubbard, 
S  F  Gale, 
J  H  Winslow, 
Joel  Walters, 
Theron  Pardee, 
Thomas  Richmond, 
James  Peck, 
J  H  Rochester, 
E  H  Haddock.' 


&  C  Bristol^ 

M  R  Paysonv 

S  N  Stebbins, 

C  Bentley, 

R  J  Hamilton, 

J  H  Woodwork 

H  T  Di.key, 

D  Brainard, 

John  Rodgers, 

H  Brown, 

W  L  Newberry  f 

John  J  Brown, 

Dr  Brinkerhoff, 

Alexander  Lloydf 

W  Jones, 

C  M  Gray, 

E  B  Williams, 

W  L  Whiting, 

Samnel  J  Lowe, 

Frederick  Hagerman-, 

€  Beers, 

William  B  SnowhoofeT 

George  W  Meeker, 

J  Y  Scammonr 

S  Sawyer, 

W  L  Church, 

John  Ryan, 

John  Wentwortb3- 

J  B  F  Russell, 

A  Garrett, 

Isaac  Cook, 

J  A  McDougal, 

H  B  Clark, 

M  D  Ogden, 

Samuel  Hoard, 

Jacob  Russell, 

W  S  Garnee, 

0  Jackson, 

1  H  Burch, 
J  B  Turner, 
E  W  Tracey, 
George  A  Gibbs, 
Allan  Robbins, 
F  C  Sherman, 

J  A  Smith, 
C  V  Dyer. 

CARROLL  CO, 

R  W  Roust, 
VV  Halderman, 
John  ltinewalt, 
S  M  Journey, 
E  Chamberlia 
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JOE  KALB  COj 

J  Easterbrook, 
S  H  Lay, 
C  Potter, 
G  I  Latham, 
B  Easterbrook, 
1)  Merritt, 
J  L  Arnold, 
A  It  Patton, 
Y  C  Be ve ridge, 
L  Bacon, 
L  Marion, 
Richard  Garrett, 
J  B  Carpenter, 
E  Divine, 
J  H  Beveridge, 
W  French, 
D  N  Boyd, 
Roswell  Frye, 
B  Harris. 

DU  PAGE  CO. 

James  F  W  Wight, 

N  Allen, 

S  M  Skinner. 

J  Granger, 

C  B  Hosmer, 

A  Keith, 

S  S  Scott, 

M  Mines, 

J  J  Riddler, 

J  Thompson, 

T  Andrews, 

A  Knapp, 

E  Whipple, 

D  M  Green, 

C  R  Parmelee, 

W  Blanchard, 

S  Davis, 

A  Hills, 

F  A  Hoffman, 

S  D  Pierce, 

A  Dudley, 

J  M  Warren, 

W  Smith, 

W  C  Todd, 

Captain  Hammond, 

3  A  Smith, 

E  Gilbert, 

W  Jones, 

J  Siolp, 

C  Hunt, 

N  Loring, 

Albin  Lull, 

H  C  Cobb, 


P  R  Torode, 
J  Tallmadge, 
T  Hubbard, 
M  Stacy, 
J  Hacket, 
H  Brooks, 
J  C  Hatch, 
B  Hobson, 
W  G  Strong, 
M  Murray, 
C  N  Fox, 
A  Mcintosh, 
J  J  Kimball, 
W  Fitch, 
D  Crane, 
G  Roush, 
D  Hess, 
John  Sargent. 

GREEN  CO. 

John  Orr, 
J  D  Fry. 

GRUNDY  CO. 

John  Hooper, 
DrHaud, 
R  Dum, 
P  Kelly, 
G  H  Kiersted, 
P  A  Armstrong, 
C  O  Hale, 
Dr  Reed, 
F  J  London, 
A  G  Barber, 
W  E  Armstrong, 
II  Norman, 
W  P  Rogers, 
L  W  Clavpool, 
J  McNeills, 
J  CI  ay  pool, 
II  Starr. 
E  P  Seely, 
E  H  Little, 
Dr  Daniels, 
Dr  W  Edgarton, 
J  M  Craig, 
B  Holderman, 
L  Newport, 
L  Wilkes, 
II  Hyslop, 
P  Rose, 
J  M  Clover, 
Isaac  Hoyt, 
James  Cromer, 
C  Moore, 


James  Kelly, 

Leibman  Rutherford, 

W  L  Pierce, 

P  Hvnds, 

C  H  Gould, 

Jet  Crotty, 

Robert  Peacock, 

John  G  Chambers, 

J  M  Gurnsey, 

H  MeTagne, 

M  P  Wilson, 

M  D  Pundergrast, 

Samuel  Ayres, 

Dr  Daggett, 

J  W  Rutherford, 

HANCOCK  CO, 

G  Edmonds,  Jr. 

IROQUOIS  CO, 

W  Thomas, 

C  Thomas, 
N  Wilson, 
John  Young, 
Isaac  Williams, 

JO  DAVIESS  CO. 

C  S  Hempstead, 
Thomas  C  Browne, 
Thomas  Drnmmond, 
W  Hempstead, 
George  M  Mitchell, 
T  B  Far ns worth, 
James  Carter, 
E  B  Washburn, 
E  S  Seymour, 
Henry  B  Truett, 
B  H  Campbell, 
C  R  Bennett, 
John  L  SI  ay  maker, 
M  Haslitt, 
W  Bothwell, 
W  Goodwin, 
L  P  Sanger. 

KENDALL  CO. 

J  Morgan, 
W  W  Grant, 
K  Makiney, 
S  A  Roberts, 
S  B  Hopkins, 
John  Robinson, 
Horace  W'inchell, 
D  B  Jewell, 
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11  Shaw, 

T  M  Mudge'tt, 

L  C  Allen, 

J  H  Hayden, 

A  Wolcott, 

W  A  Blane, 

C  Dowd, 

J  II  Hubbard, 

Norman  Dodge, 

A  S  Reynolds, 

A  B  Smith, 

W  P  Boyd, 

J  S  Petger, 

L  B  Judson, 

€  B  Chapin, 

William  Briggs, 

D  Tolc, 

E  Walton, 

D  Ashley,  Jr, 

J  A  McClellan, 

J  Grim  wood, 

B  W  Barnes, 

S  B  Craw, 

L  E  McClellan, 

D  I  Johnson, 

G  H  Higley, 

G  D  Richardson, 

E  Morgan,  Esq, 

J  Gleason, 

J  A  W  Buck, 

L  D  Brady, 

E  N  Matthews, 

A  B  Ives, 

S  A  Taubling, 

E  Darnell, 

G  W  Hadden, 

James  Scott, 

S  Burris, 

William  Toobs, 

Isaac  Hatch, 

B  A  Culver, 

L  Bristol, 

A  Ives, 

J  Ryan, 

F  B  Ives, 

J  Luce, 

G  Ryan, 

W  Ives, 

J  Evans, 

C  Talman, 

A  Looker, 

J  S  Ives, 

G  Stevenson, 

A  D  Newton, 

D  Neff, 


D  M  Wisner, 

F  Misner, 

A  P  Black, 

John  Collins,, 

Garret  Collins, 

•S  C  Collins, 

C  Lacey, 

A  Z  Taylor, 

W  R  Cady, 

Charles  McEwcn, 

Henry  McEwen, 

Griffin  Smith, 

W  B  Field, 

A  McClaskie, 

L  Hills, 

George  Hollenbeck, 

Thomas  G  Wright, 

W  Cowdrv, 

W  N  Davis, 

D  J  Townsend. 

KNOX  CO. 

R  B  Tripp, 
C  S  Colton, 
A  B  Gardner. 

KANE  CO, 

J  F  Farnsworth, 
O  Everest, 
G  H  Stevens, 
Thomas  Scott, 
A  F  Stevens, 
Horace  Tour, 
J  Van  Nostrick, 
J"  Massinghanr, 
J  W  Churchill, 
Thomas  Spra, 
D  Wheeler, 
W  B  West, 
J  Derbv, 
F  Baker, 
N  B  Spaulding, 
F  Bascom, 
ARawson, 
C  B  Gates, 
E  W  Austin, 
M  F  Houk, 
L  II  Appleber, 
S  C  Hafrood, 
A  S  Bush, 
T  C  Elithorpe, 
J  W  Hapgood, 
J  M  Elithorpe, 
A  White, 
A  Edwards, 
A  Yates, 


J  Brown, 

N  H  Dearbor'fy 

S  S  Jones, 

€  A  Brooks, 

JSP  Lord, 

J  WiW 

E  R  Allen, 

A  Hayden, 

T  Baker, 

D  D  Waite, 

A  II  Baird, 

'0  C  Baird, 

G  Person, 

R  Ferson, 

Ira  Minard, 

James  Ferson, 

J  Dautford, 

«Tohn  J  Chambers^ 

D  Mnllington, 

J  More, 

F  H  Alexander, 

E  Freeman, 

E  Mead, 

E  Wilcox, 

W  C  Kimball, 

N  Williams, 

P  Sylia, 

G  W  Raymond, 

L  Dearborn, 

G  H  Merrill, 

B  W  Rausted, 

A  Walker, 

I  Stone, 

E  Ballance, 

J  Kimball, 

A  Hadlock, 

A  Raymond, 

R  L  Garwood, 

S  II  Hamilton, 

J  Teift, 

W  H  Hubbard, 

A  Hadlock, 

E  Gifford, 

J  W  Waldron, 

J  Wilson, 

J  II  Andrus, 

J  C  Darby, 

John  Qatuian,  Sr. 
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W  W  Welch, 
Jacob  Doan, 
W  Wright, 
G  A  Infills, 
W  W  Heaton, 
W  Leamai) , 
A  L  Porter, 
E  B  Baker, 
T  Brown, 
J  M  Johnson, 
"Veranius  Ells, 
John  H  Page, 
B  Stewart. 

LA  SALLE  CO. 

M  E  Hcllister, 
J  GNattinger, 
Geonre  Mann, 
L  B  Delano, 
J  Dicker, 
G  H  West, 

I  Abrahams, 
C  H  Noble, 
Harvey  Leonard, 
C  Coffing, 

W  Chumasero, 
G  W  Gibson, 

II  S  Bebee, 
John  C  Champlin, 
M  H  Swift, 

L  Leland, 
A  Lock  wood, 
Robert  Rowe, 
Wr  Richardson, 
G  W  Jackson, 
Levi  Jennings, 
S  Jennings, 
J  Armour, 
AV  W  Lowe, 
W  G  Webb, 
E  L  Waterman, 
J  Morris, 
T  B  Elliott, 
J  Pestland, 
R  Cody, 
A  Johnston, 
J  B  Preston, 
D  L  Hough, 
J  S  Mitchell, 
J  B  Rich, 
W  Cogswell, 
Joseph  Avery, 
Joseph  Hall, 
M  Newman, 
J  Pembrook, 


N  Springer, 

C  R  Potter, 

C  V  Kelly, 

C  H  Lutphim, 

N  Knickerbocker, 

Z  Dickinson, 

C  Dickinson, 

B  Ayres, 

John  Titus, 

J  D  O  instead, 

E  Neff, 

J  V  A  Hoes, 

G  B  Macey, 

M  Haverhill. 


James  McKay, 
I  Hopkinson, 
B  Hitchcock, 
E  Bachelor, 
Dr  Bacon, 
Dr  Corey, 
D  O  Dickinson, 
W  Gil  in  an, 
O  T  Denney, 
E  O  Ely, 
M  J  Brown, 
Ira  Porter, 
R  Douglass, 
H  Joslin,  ■ 
J  Moulton, 
T  Flinn, 
H  Butrick, 
A  B  Cotes, 
S  M  Dowst, 
Dr  Clarkson, 

Hick  son, 

M  Evans, 
C  O  Walters, 
M  P  Hoyt, 
J  O'Connell. 
J  Terrill, 
J  Corey, 
W  Munger, 
AV  F  Sheppard, 
J  B  Potter, 

D  Ballentine, 

C  R  Steele, 

E  M  Haines, 

E  R  Terry, 

S  —  Howe, 

C  C  Taylor, 

J  T  Clark, 

R  C  Van  Rensselear. 

N  P  Dowst, 


W  A  Boardmaii, 

E  W  Hoyt, 

D  W  Spaulding, 

I  R  Lyon, 

Captain  Crawford, 

F  Smith, 

W  F  Munson, 

W  C  Tiffany, 

V  P  Van  Rensselear, 

Dr  Kellojjg, 

T  Darling, 

J  Foster, 

A  Trowbridge, 

D  L  F  Clark, 

J  H  Trader, 

R  D  Dodge, 

T  Hibbard, 

Dr  Dickinson, 
Joseph  Wood, 

Thomas  H  Payne, 

E  M  Haines, 

J  A  Jones, 

T  Z  Devoe, 

D  H  Sherman, 

George  Thompson, 

S  S  King, 

Alvan  Tinesdale, 

J  Complom 

B  Welch, 

J  Lindsay, 

R  Carrol], 

D  Whitney, 

P  C  Scank, 

J  G  Morriel, 

J  H  Smith, 

TB  Titann, 

James  Kapple, 

D  Martin, 

L  Marble, 

E  Huston, 

L  Gage, 

Jonathan  Wood, 
George  Moriel, 

J  J  Smith, 

R  Huston. 

MADISON  CO. 

Hon  Robert  Smith, 
"    Nathaniel  Pope, 
"    David  J  Baker, 

Simeon  Rvder, 

B  T  Long", 

W  T  D' Wolfe, 

M  G  Atu-ood, 

Neb-on  G  Edwards. 
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Marion  Co. 

Uriel  Mills. 

MORGAN  CO. 
11  B  Hatch. 

MC'HENRY  CO. 

SP  Hyde, 

Thos  Stephens, 

C  H  Ames, 

L  S  Craudle, 

A  Sperry, 

H  Mclntyre, 

J  W  Dennison 

W  T  Combs, 

A  B  Coon 5 

T  Safford, 

C  H  Willard, 

Danl  Stewart, 

C  Lauding, 

T  M  White, 

J  II  Johnson, 

Wm  Sloan, 

J  Taylor, 

E  J  Smith, 
Neil  Donly, 
P  W  Piatt; 
D  C  Bush, 
A  Judd, 
Jos  Green, 
J  C  Trowbridge, 
John  Brink, 
H  M  Wait, 
J  B  Parsons, 
H  YV  Hart, 
B  Douglass, 
H  Petre, 
R  H  Mooney, 
J  T  Pierson, 
J  M  Strode, 
B  Crandel, 
B  M  Peri  son, 
M  F  Erwin, 
J  D  Ames, 
J  D  Kellog, 
C  Walkup, 
P  Laden, 
Jonathan  Dyke, 
J  L  Douglass, 
Jno  F  Gray, 
A  H  Nixon, 
R  B  Tuttle, 
A  A  Gates, 
A  Overacker, 


A  Reynolds} 

C  Mease, 

J  J  Bauriek, 

C  Beckwath, 

S  Titus, 

W  Condict, 

Win  Mead, 

A  Chamberlin, 

S  Griswold, 

J  Vasey, 

D  Baker, 

N  LI  Foster, 

R  A  Hutchinson, 

Wm  Stewart, 

T  B  Wakeman, 

O  Digging, 

G  W  Danna, 

F  Wedgewood, 

N  M  Capson, 

A   Shaver, 

J  Nurse, 

B  H  Trybn, 

Wm  A  McDonnell, 

Elias  P  Sampson, 

Wni  Stewart, 

D  P  Sampson, 

A  Cogswell, 

O  II  PGougin, 

E  W  Smith, 

C  H  Russell, 

F  W  Smith, 

S  Steele, 

J  E  Mann, 

S  Perrv. 

II  D  Huff, 

E  A  Lay, 

J  Brown, 

Wm  Allen, 

M  L  Huffman, 

W  Terry, 

A  M  Renwiek, 

C  Hastings, 

E  W  Hibbard, 

B  Smith, 

G  T  Casson, 

E  Stringer, 

C  Potter, 

Wm  Sponable, 

A  Purvis, 

E  Terrill, 

W  Burlev, 

Wm  T  Potter, 

A  Scisson, 

A  J  Haywood, 


A  C  Digcring 
D  Blair, 
A  Darley. 
P  McMahoii} 
John  Fritz, 
H  T  Rice, 
E  Henderson, 
A  Dawson, 
N  Colby, 
A  Sligh, 
II  B  'J'roop, 
S  M  Thomas, 
Wm  Gwing, 
J  Potter, 
S  S  Pettit, 
J  Hairn, 
S  Chatfield, 
W  L  Reynolds, 
S  Flanders, 
T  Carr, 
G  Harrison, 
Wm  Barnes, 
R  Piatt, 
D  Goff, 
C  H  Burlai  d, 
C  Cunning, 
J  G  Botter, 
T  Dutcher, 
N  Diggins, 
H  N  Owen, 
L  L  Crandall, 
A  R  Gray, 
M  Thrall, 
H  Hazard, 
A  Negus, 
J  Judd. 

MONROE  CO. 

Mr  Kincannon, 


John  Killebee, 
James  V  Gale, 
L  S  Crowell, 
Dauphine  Brown, 
Silas  St  J  Mix, 
David  Lewis, 
James  Swan, 
Alber  Brown, 
Henry  WhalocJk, 
Alfred  Iielme, 
Samuel  Wood, 
Payson  Swan, 
George  Toney, 
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Fbineas  Chancey, 
B  L  Bra  h, 
Peter  ILirts, 
Clark  Wait, 
D  M  Coolbougli, 
John  Rydal, 
C  S  Marshall, 
Augustus  Aukory, 
George  Murphy,         ^ 
Win  G  Daviii, 
Wm  M  Bary, 
W  A  House, 
Charles  Rice, 
Lyman  Morgan, 
W  P  Flagg, 
Chester  K  Williams, 
N  A  Mix, 
B  Hieshiell, 
John  Rice, 
A  Q  Allen, 
Henry  Shaver, 
Henry  Haire, 
James  Johnston, 
Clark  B'ggais, 
Morau  Jewell, 
Alexander  Beire, 
Benj  Langley, 
Frederick  Wagoner, 
Isaac  Riee, 
Samuel  Foretz, 
Mieler  Lyster, 
Riley  Faddock, 
John  Ehiyre. 


Z  N  Gar  butt, 
HTMudd, 

Benjamin  D  Brown, 
Jonathan  Foye  James, 
S  Barnard, 
John  W^bb, 
Benjamin  Norris, 
M  P  Mace, 

PEORIA    CO, 

Charles  Ballaird, 
E  N  Powell, 
J  H  Kankin, 
Isaac  Umlerhttl, 
G  W  WiHard, 
Thos  Baldwin, 
Theodore  Adams, 
Isaac  Hamblin, 


ROCK    ISLAND  CO. 

J  W  Dwing, 
P  Gregg. 

RANDOLPH  CO. 

Cornelius  S  Whitney. 

SANGAMON  CO. 
E  H  Merryman, 
Hon  A  Lincoln,  -~=- 
Fred  Doyle. 

SCHUYLER  CO. 

R  S  Blackwell, 
Lewis  D  Erwin, 
Charles  Farewell, 
Francis  E  Bryant. 

STEPHENSON  CO. 

M  P  Sweet, 
Hon  T  J  Turner, 
C  Waterman, 
John  II  Adams, 
John  K  Brewster, 
Alfred  Caldwell, 
F  A  Straekey, 
D  Knyder, 
John  Lerch, 
John  M.ller, 
J  A  Davis, 
H  Davis, 
L  Preston, 
S  D  Giddings, 
S  Scott, 
F  Foleg, 
John  Goddard, 
D  A  Knowlion, 
L  Grileard, 
J  A  Clark, 
J  Replogle, 
\Y  P  Belknap, 
A  Dennis, 
C  A  Sheets, 
II  Tarbox, 

TAZEWELL  CO, 

P  Menard, 
D  Briggs, 
W  Cromwell, 
W  S  Mans. 
R  W  Briggs, 
S  Rhodes, 
Dr  Perkins, 
W  Parker, 
J  Chandler, 


J  S  James, 
G  W  Shair. 

WHITESIDE  CO, 

N  G  Reynolds, 
W  R  Cox, 
D  B  Crook, 
W  K  Whipple, 
W  S  W  \\  asson, 
A  Crook, 
Col  J  Holmes, 
C  E  1-  itch, 
C  S  Deming, 
W  W  Gilbert, 

WINNEBAGO  CO, 

D  S  Haight, 

A  S  Miller, 

S  G  Amor, 

Thos  D  Robertson, 

W  Hul  11, 

Spencer  Pest, 

C  H  Spafford, 

D  Jewett, 

j  A  Wilson, 

Jason  Marsh, 

Martin  Crawford, 

C  FMiller, 

G  A  San  ford, 

W  A  Dickerman, 

R  R  Comstoi :k, 

Jesse  Bhnn, 

J  B  Peterson, 

Austin  Colton, 

S  Leach, 

CA  Huntington, 

JM  Wright, 

JB  Johnson, 

Sand  Cunningham, 

Horace  Miller, 

C  Miller, 

W  P  Dennis, 

II  Barross, 

D  Corev, 

M  H  Regan, 

E  M  Miller, 

Dr  Carpenter. 

WILL    CO, 

Isaac  Scarritt, 
J  Miller, 
S  H'halion, 
T  E  Towner, 

A  C  Paxson, 
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H  Boardinan, 
R  Freeman, 
M  C  Boughlin, 
R  W  Smith, 
J  Barber, 
L  Clifford, 
T  G  Sprague, 
J  Goodrich, 
L  S  ButfW 
S  Smith, 
11  Strong, 
H    IFarren, 
W  *7  Bottghlin., 
S  R  Rathbone, 
A  Thomas, 
'  Robert  Clow, 
Stephen  Carpenter, 
A  Williams; 
M  Cave  nor, 
L  learner, 
A  B  Mead, 
H  Wi\  iams, 
J  L  VFilson, 
P  Steward 
H  D  R V.ey, 
J  L  Young,) 
F  Mitchell, 
■S  G  Baldwin, 
E  S  Strong, 
II  M  Gilbert, 
D  A  IFatson, 


BLOOMINGXON. 

B  S  Olds, 
N  L  Street, 
Adam  Ogilvie, 
Suel  Foster^ 
J  A  Green, 


Blackburn, 

F  B  Stoekbrldge, 


BOSTON. 

TFilliam  T  Eustis, 
George  H  Kuhn, 
Samuel  Phipps, 
John  C  Proctor, 
Benj  B  Mussey, 
Charles  Uj>ham, 


J  Gutterson, 
H  Althouse, 

E  Allen, 
J  M  Johnson, 
J  Burnett, 
V  Lamb, 
H  Norton, 
Nicholas  Brown, 
H  Hitchcock, 
A  Davis, 
Charles  TFood, 
J  R  Safford, 
N  Northrop, 
S  Gushing, 
W  IFood, 
A  E  Bishop, 
J  E  Hewes, 
L  Hewes, 
E  Dodge, 
A  P  Grung, 
■S  W  Cooper, 
J  E  Phillips, 
E  Grung, 
W  Starr, 
E  Cole, 
D  Hantr, 
Mr  Chapin, 
H  Sprague, 
HEC  Barrett, 
J  Kile, 

IOWA. 
H  Q  Je  unison, 
G  Olds. 

Tv' -ASHIKOTOX  CO. 

Norman  Evertsoji. 
KENTUCKY. 

VERSAILLES- 


M  Cook, 

S  Whipple, 

H  A  Deen, 

J  Campbell, 

B  Boarduian, 

W  Hewes, 

B  Brooks. 

E  Baker, 

W  Keeney, 

Wm  Goadins. 

L  Newton, 

J  L  Hanchet, 

J  Maiming, 

G  Greer, 

J  TFPadduck, 

Gen  I  Turner, 

E  EBush, 

N  L  Hawlev, 

E  B  Talcott, 

Jacob  Fry,  \ 

George  W  Geddes, 

Daniel    Ifelley, 

J  N  Bownell,* 

S  P  Cooper, 

S  Baker, 

J  B  Culver, 

Thomas  Slrepperd, 

Issac  Benham, 

Hyram  Shepperd, 

John  Shingle. 


BURLINOTOISL 
H  IF  Starr, 
G  H  Williams, 

DAVENPORT. 

Robert  Mcintosh. 
Geo  B  Sargeant. 


MAINE. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Wm  W  Grenough, 
Thomas  G-  Gary,  Jr 
TFilliam  L  Green, 
Philip  J  Aubi n, 
Elisha  II  Allen, 
George  A  Fiske, 
J  E  Reed. 


Bradford. 

M  A  Chandler 


G  L  Drink  water, 
George  G  Smith, 
Aaron  Hobart, 
Anson  Burlingame, 
Ward  Healey, 
N  H  Hartwell, 
Henry  Laving,  Jr,, 
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Joseph  H  Buckingham,         Northampton. 
JohnLHunnewell,  IFillIam  Allen, 

FRAMINGHAM. 

Benjamin  Wheeler,  abington. 

temple  ton.  Joseph  Hunt, 

Artemas  Lee, 

MICHIGAN. 
B  C  Hoyt, 


ALLEGAN  CO. 

H  II  Booth, 
D  WC  Chapin, 
A  R  Calkins, 
WB  Kibby, 
E  Sawtell, 
W  S  Gordell, 
W  Ashton, 
J  Chadwick, 
J  G  Carter, 
A  S  Welles, 

0  R  Johnson, 
A  B  Noyes, 

F  Plnmmer. 

BERRIEN  CO. 

A  C  Day, 

F  A  White, 

J  Car  the  art, 

W  Harrington, 

J  Higby, 

B  H  Rertrand, 

J  G  Bond, 

B  Wheeler, 

F  Field, 

J  H  Hoppin, 

P  P  Maillard, 

II  B  Hoffman, 

A  Dolph, 

Israac  Vandeventer, 

J  Groves, 

Henry  Nanderhoof, 

W  Harrison, 

E  G  Aderly, 

S  Webber, 

II  W  Griswold, 

Geo  H  Hunter, 

S  Waterman, 

1  M  Stuart, 
TL  Stephens, 
Geo  Kemmel,  Jr., 
R  W  Landon, 

E  D  Wilson, 
H  H  Barnes, 
J  M  Piatt, 
J  B  Fitzgerald, 


C  Britton, 
J  C  Southerland, 
Lucius  Abbott, 
John  Witherell, 
Toll  nan  Wheeler, 
S  C  McDowell, 
S  A  Raymond, 
H  Jones, 
A  S  Andrews, 
H  Conkhite, 
H  Compton, 
APPuiney, 
Curtis  Boughton, 
A  S  Preston, 
N  B  Milfbrd, 
W  Pearle, 
W  Compton, 
F  D  TFilson. 

BRANCH  CO. 

Henry  C  Gilbert, 
L  T  N  Wilson, 
A  L  Porter, 
D  R  Cooley, 
S  Perkins, 
D  S  Williams. 

CASS  CO. 

John  Clark. 

CALHOUN  CO. 

Charles  Dickey, 

Charles  T  Gorham, 

Robert  Cross, 

C  B  Pratt, 

R  Updike, 

F  Bostwick, 

H  Haisey, 

H  Camp, 

G  Vail, 

W  C  Rowley, 

S  S  Nichols, 

W  M  Campbell, 

C  Buckley, 

E  L  Stillson, 


NEW  BEDFORD. 

Richard  Williams, 

WARE. 

Eleaser  Porter, 


A  Noble, 

W  W  Woolnouo-h, 

H  Marsh, 

G  G  Teers, 

J  B  Mason, 

J  L  Balkcom, 

F  S  Clark, 

M  Hannahs, 

J  Crowell, 

C  Waldo, 

L  Grant, 

S  Fitch, 

L  Campbell- 

CHIPPEWA  CO. 
John  N  Ingersoll, 
E  G  Seymour, 
A  P  Edwards, 
J  B  Martell. 

HILLSDALE  CO. 

A  P  Hogarth, 
J  K  Kinman, 
M  B  Couch, 
S  W  Smith, 
J  A  Laird, 
H  Baxter. 
W  W  Murphy, 
L  Russell, 
J  W  King, 
Geo  C  Monroe. 

JACKSON  co. 
Orsen  W  Bennett, 
L  W  Witherell, 
Austin  Blair, 
G  T  Gridley, 
F  A  McArthur. 

KALAMAZOO    CO. 

Gen  J  Burdick, 
M  Hinsdill, 
T  P  Sheldon, 
W  L  Booth, 
M  Giddings, 
P  P  Acker, 
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W  Price, 

J  Fuller. 

KENT,  IOWA  &0TTA 

Rix  Robinson, 

N  H  White, 

I  Brocket, 

Wm  Clancy, 

WP  Mills, 

R  M  Collins, 

Frederick  Hall, 

B  T  Hall, 

C  Klvert, 

F  Sloan,  ' 

C  P  Babcock, 

I  V\    Squires, 

D  D  Van  Valen, 

C  H  Taylor, 

Wm  M  Terry, 

Hermon  Teiry, 

WmBHill, 

J  T  Davis, 

Lucas  Robinson, 

A  S  Dane, 

G  M  Mills, 

C  VV  Taylor, 

Amos  Norton, 

H  Pennoyer, 

Wm  Bemis, 
I  C  Abel, 

Chas  Abel, 

Dan  Velsey, 

J  M  Smith, 

I  E  Parker, 

D  wight  Rank! ns, 

Hiram  Rathburn, 

James  Davis, 

Wm  PI  Godfrey, 

J  Nelson, 

H  II  Williams, 

G  C  Evans, 

A  X  Cary, 

M  Harris, 

S  G  Harris, 

G  Roberts, 

B  Smith, 

J  Dalton, 

P  Dal  ton, 

E  W'aite, 

A  Roberts, 

J  Bell, 

J  Colton, 

W  Arnold, 

G  Reed, 

L  Loville, 


G  S  Isham, 

Stephen  Monroe, 
,   T  W  White, 
A*  Capt  H  Miller, 

Capt  Warren. 

W  Laslee, 

J  II  Brooks, 

F  Hopkins, 

G  B  Albee, 

M  M  Eastman, 

A  I  Douglass, 

Berrin  Minahan, 

G  C  Morton, 

G  Meers, 

I  Baird, 

J  W  Winsor, 
W  G  Henry, 
W  H  Withby, 
H  Eaton, 
B  Noble, 

II  Hinsdill, 
G  L  Norton, 
J  M  Kidd, 

G  W  Taylor, 

W  Carr, 

S  T  Gleason, 

0  Frain, 

W  H  Tanner. 

MONRoE    CO. 

James  Thornton, 
John  Burch, 
W  V  Miller, 
J  B  Mann, 
W  A  Noble, 
D  A  Noble, 
F  F  Fifield, 
James  Darrah, 
F  B  Van  Brunt, 
D  S  Bacon, 
John  Darrow. 

MACOMB  CO. 

Richard  Butler. 

SAGINAW  CO. 

J  Frazier, 

Dan  H  Fitzbugh, 

H  L  Miller. 

ST.    JOSEPH  CO. 

L  Baxter, 
G  Keliog, 
J  E  Johnson, 
J  R  Williams. 


E  Stephens, 
A  E  Prutzman. 

ST.  CLAIR  CO. 

S  Morse. 
UN  Munson, 
O  C  Thompson, 
W  Cox, 

D  B  Harrington, 
M  S  Gillet, 
J  M  Kelsey, 
W  Bancroft, 
T  Luer. 

VAN  BUREN  CO. 

D  O  Dodge, 
J  W  Wizard, 

S  Darling, 
E  G  Cox. 

WASHTENAW  CO. 
W  SMaynard, 
V  Chapin, 
G  Loomis, 
C  Clark, 
II  Beeker, 
C  Thayer, 
D  Wrebb, 
G  Van  Huron, 
J  Luddington, 
D  Kellogg, 
E  Becker, 
E  C  Loomis, 

WAYNE  CO. 

John  Biddle, 
HP  Baldwin, 
Alpheus  S  William 
E  J  Penniman, 
Henry  Fralick, 
V\  m  S  Stevens, 
T  P  May, 
J  A  Austin, 
A  S  Kellogg, 
I  Featherly, 
Oliver  Newbery, 
Wm  Wood  bridge, 
R  Hawley, 
R  C  Bradford, 
J  N  Elbert, 
A  II  Newbould, 
A  Wales, 
P  A  Ladue, 
Ezra  C  Seaman. 
J  W  Walker, 
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D  C  Holbrook, 
T  C  Sheldon, 


ST.  LOUIS. 

F  M  Haigfrt, 
R  Simpson, 
Wm  Simpson, 
C  Keemle, 
J  M  Converse, 
N  E  Janney, 
DB  Morehouse, 
H  S  Coxe, 
J  Clemens,  Jr., 
J  G  Priest, 
Thomas  Allen, 
L  V  Bogy, 
S  Treat, 
A  L  Paul, 
GBMann, 
V  Stailey, 
A  H  Guild, 

F  S  Fisk, 


PASSAIC  CO. 

Roswell  L  Colt. 

ESSEX  CO. 

John  Taylor, 
Charles  Kins:. 


NEW   YORK  CITY. 

De  Pevster  Ogden, 
D  D  Field, 
Phil  Hone, 
John  Peck. 
Jas  Brooks, 
E  E  Barr, 
N  B  Smith, 
Julius  Wads  worth, 
Augustus  Whitlock, 
Jno  R  Peters, 
James  O  Sheldon, 
Geo  M  At  water, 
Edw  J  Faile 
Levi  Beardsley, 
Wm  Burger, 
Amasa  Wng'ht, 
Jas  O  Van  Bergen, 
Cyrus  Backus, 
R  J  Vandewater. 
Horace  Belsler, 


H  G  Miller, 
J  H  Hatch, 

MISSOURI. 
A  B  Chambers, 
M  Knox, 
E  R  Mason, 
W  T  Essex, 
J  S  Robb, 
Edward  Bates, 
J  Throckmorton, 
N  J  Eaton, 
JBredill, 
W  Colton, 
J  G  Powers, 
T  H  Warren, 
T  Baldwin, 
W  P  Fisher, 
T  Yeatman, 
Judson  Allen, 
John  Segarson, 


J  L  Whiting. 


CAPE  GIRARDEAU  CO. 

N  W  Watkins, 
T  B  English, 
E  W  Harris, 
R  Guild, 
R  Sturdivant, 
A  Jackson, 
C  A  Davis, 
Jos  Wm  Russell, 

MARION  co. 

J II  Kibbey. 

BENTON    CO. 

N  C  Shepard. 

GALLAWAY  CO. 

W  A  Bennett. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
NEW  JERSEY. 

MIDDLESEX  CO. 

Littleton  Kirkpatriek. 

HUDSON  CO. 

Peter  McMartin. 

NEW  YORK. 
Horace  Greeley, 
M  A  Nixon, 
Chas  P  WilHams, 
Elanson  Frask. 
Robert  Olcott, 
D  R  Bacon. 

ALBANY. 

John  C  Spencer, 
John  Q  Wilson, 
Erastus  Corning, 
Edwin  Croswell, 
John  Knower, 
John  L  Schoolcraft, 
Thomas  L  Green, 
Le  Grand  Smith, 
Wm  M  Gregory, 
Lawson  Anesly, 
William  White, 
Andrew  White, 
DVNRadcliff, 
Thurlow  Weed. 


JTT  White 


MORRIS  CO. 

Freeman  Wood, 
Thomas  L  King, 
Joshua  A  Black. 


SACKKTT  S  HARBOR. 

Leonard  Dennison. 

ORLEANS  CO. 

Henry  R  Curtis, 
Lyman  H  Phillips, 
Seth  S  King, 
Wm  Stead, 
Eri  Wood, 
Roswell  Clark, 
E  D  Bacon, 
F  Doty, 
Paul  B  Tony. 

MONROE  CO. 

James  K  Livingston, 
Hamblin  Stillwell, 
William  Brewster, 
Theodore  B  Hamilton, 
Isaac  Butts, 
Dr  Hartwell  Carver, 
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Nathaniel  Roeh ester, 
Alexander  Mann, 
James  H  Kelly, 
S  R  Colvin, 
Alexander  Ely. 

CHATAUQUE   CO. 

Geo  W  Patterson, 

8aml  A  Brown, 

A  Puree, 

A  H  Walker, 

Henry  A  Prendergast, 

E  S  Gauisey, 

John  Davis^ 

Lorenzo  Parsons, 

II  Brigham, 

James  Mc  Cling. 

ONTARIO  CO. 

Walter  Hnbbell, 

NIAGARA  CO. 

Alfred  B  Judd, 
Luther  Wilson, 
Wm  GMcM aster, 
Ira  Gregory, 
Jonathan  Bell, 
Amos  S  Try  on, 
Danl  Hall, 
Freeman  J  Fithian, 
Chas  Evans. 

ONEIDA    CO. 

Jno  H  Edmonds, 
Wm  Osborn,  Jr., 
Alex  Seward, 
O  B  Mattison, 
John  E  Hinman, 
John  F  Seymour, 
John  Bryan, 
E  F  Showmard, 
John  G  Crocker, 
C  C  Bacon, 
Henry  Sherrill, 
Harrold  H  Pope, 
Alva  Mudge, 
Wm  R  Osborn, 
S  N  Dexter, 
Delos  Dewolf, 
Pieman  Ferry, 
Elakim  Elmer, 
James  E  Sherrill, 
J  C  Miker, 

CATTARAUGUS   CO. 

Job  Bigclow, 


ST.  LAWRENCE    CO. 

M  Ogden, 

Wm  Bacon, 

G  W  Shephard, 

Saml  Dix, 

Jos  II  Buckingham. 

LIVINGSTON  CO. 

Gen  Micah  Brooks, 
Sidney  Sweet, 
Geo  N  Williams, 
• Shepard. 

CHENANGO  CO. 

Ira  Wilcox, 
Walter  M  Conkey, 
James  Clapp,  Jr. 

WASHINGTON    CO. 

John  Hiilibert, 
Horatio  G  Sherman, 
Morgan  Heath, 
Moses  Cowen. 

Wyoming  co- 
Isaac  C  Bronson, 
Saml  S  Blanchard, 
Daniel  S  Curtiss, 
Calvin  P  Bailey, 
William  J  Chapin, 
Peter  Lawrence, 
Lewis  B  Parsons, 
A  S  Green, 
Walter  Howard, 
Jas  L  Enos, 
Josiah  Hovey. 

CAYUGA  CO. 

Darius  L  Cole, 
John  T  Hunter. 

SENECA   co. 
Arad  Jov, 
Wm  A  Sackett, 
Erastus  Partridge. 

ONONDAGA  CO. 

Lewis  H  Redfield, 
James  Manning, 
Patrick  H  Agan, 
Thos  G  Alvord, 
Jesse  McKinley, 
J  F  Smith, 
Saml  Larned, 
Jas  C  Griswold, 


Wm  II II  Smith, 
J  L  Gage, 
Jasper  Smith, 
Frederick  Benson, 
Moses  Hinckley, 
Theo  Sanford. 

RENSSELAER  CO. 

Geo  R  Davis, 
Day  O  Kellogg, 
Daniel  Gardner, 
Bel  a  Barber, 
William  H  Warren, 
James  Sherry, 
A  B  Elliot. 

GENESEE  CO. 

Heman  J  Redfield, 
Trumbull  Cary, 
William  Server, 
George  W  Lay, 
Heman  Pomeroy, 
Beniamin  Pringie, 
Saml  C  Holden. 

ERIE    CO. 

W  A  Moseley, 
S  Wilkinson, 
J  L  Barton, 
E  G  Spaulding, 
N  R  Hall, 
B  D  Coe, 
Wm  M  Hall, 
O  Allen, 
J  O  Br  ay  man, 
T  M  Foote, 
C  C  Bristol, 
E  A  Maynard, 
Wm  Kitchum, 
M  Kingman, 
T  C  Love, 
G  C  White, 
F  P  Stevens, 
Peter  Curtiss, 
Wm  Hollister, 
H  Shumway, 
J  WPatchen, 
Jos  Stringham, 
II  Weisser, 
S  G  Austin, 
J  T  Hathaway, 
George  Bryant, 
Sidney  Shepard, 
Ralph  Farroworth, 
N  S  Chamberliri, 


John  Patterson, 
L  K  Haddock, 
J  F  Porter, 
J  G  Browny 
B  Wilcox, 
W  Laverick, 
Samuel  Fursmaa, 
John  R  St  John, 
Geo  W  Clinton, 
Henry  Randall, 
Gilm-an  Appleby, 


COLUMBUS. 

Gov  Wm  Bebb, 
A  S  Chew, 
John  Woods, 
A  B  Buttles, 
W  S  Sullivant, 
D  Tallmaclge, 
Theo  Tallmadge. 

CINCINNATI. 

R  Buchanan, 
James  Hall, 
J  C  Wright, 
Wm  Green. 
W  S  Johnson, 
Darius  Lap-ham, 
Robt  S  Dean, 
L  A  Hen  a, 
Stanley  Mathews, 
S  C  Parkhurst, 
John  F  Hunt, 
Joseph  Ross, 
Maynard  French, 

HURON  CO. 

Geo  S  Patterson, 
John  B  Wilbur, 
D  G  Branch, 

MILAN. 

SF  Taylor, 
Clark  Wagoner, 
J  D  Smith, 

NEAVARK. 

Wm  Stansbury  Jr. 

OHIO  CITY. 

Reuben  Lord, 
Luke  Risley, 
EL  Stephens, 
Wm  W  Pratt, 


D  N  Barney, 
James  Murry, 
B  Burnett, 
S  C  Hawley, 
C  S  Chase, 
O  P  RamsdeB, 
S  M  Chamberlin, 
€  R  Gold, 
D  G  Marcy, 
A  T  Kingman, 
C  Litchfield, 

OHIO. 

H  L  Whiteman, 
Wm  Hortnass, 
A  D  Elliott, 
J  H  Sims, 
Lyman  Crowe. 

PERRYSBURG. 

Elijah  Huntington, 

MAUMEE  CITY. 

H  Conant, 
CCP  Hunt. 

TOLEDO. 

J  W  Scott, 
Chas  O'Hara. 

HAMILTON,  BUTLER  CO, 

John  Hittell, 
Wm  H  Miller. 

WARREN  CO. 

Gov.  Jeremiah  Warren 

"     Thos  Cor  win, 
A  H  Danbury, 
John  M  Milborn. 

MORGAN  CO. 

James  L  Gage. 

LORAINE. 

LD  Griswold. 

CONNEAUT. 

J  Reed. 

XENIA,    GREEN  CO. 

Dr  Joshua  Martin, 
Wm  Mills, 
R  McBartney, 
J  W  Merrick, 
Dr  W  Grimes, 
H  P  Gallawav. 


J  Dart,  Jr., 
Walter  Careyf 
Amos  Weight. 

OSAVEGO. 

Alvin  Bronson, 
Sylvester  Doolittle? 
George  Fisher, 
P  Smyth, 
H  II  Coats, 
J  B  Penfield, 
Hiram  Davis-. 


DAYTON, 

H  G  Phillips, 
R  C  Schenck, 
E  W  Davies, 
Jno  W  Van  Cleve, 
Ewd  P  Smith, 
RR  Dickey, 
Henry  B  Perrine. 

LAKE  CO. 

Hon.  Aaron  Wilcox, 
Peleg  P  Sanford, 
Solomon  S  Osborne, 
J  H  Morley, 
Benj.  Adams, 
J  II  Howe, 
L  P  Converse, 
Chas  A  Moseley, 
Roland  Moseley, 
L  C  Howard, 
J  S  Mount, 
H  C  Gray. 

CLEVELAND. 

J  A  Harris, 
Saml  Williamson. 
Wm  F  Allen, 
S  S  Coe, 
J  W  Grey, 
Irad  Kelley, 
S  Hollidayr 
S  O  Mathews, 
D  LWood, 
Wm  H  Hayward7 
J  Walworth, 
W  E  Lawrence, 
N  L  Standart, 
H  Geer, 
Geo  Kelley, 
Wm  Go  wan, 
H  Smith, 
I  N  Fitch, 
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J  Barnett 
H  Palmer, 
Wm  H  Potts, 
W  VV  Pickensgill, 
Geo  M  Atwater, 
M  B  Scott, 
W  A  Otis, 


PHILADELPHIA. 

Hon.  Jos  R  Ingevsoll, 
A  G  Ralston, 
Elliott  Cresson, 
C  E  Spangler, 
J  H  Harkness, 
Chas  E  Davis, 
J  A  Davis, 
Hugh  Campbell. 

PITTSBURGH. 

Hon.  A  W  Loomis, 


A  G  Lawrence, 
E  Tracy, 
EGA  hite, 
F  VV  Morse, 
H  A  Sheldon. 


SANDUSKY   CITT. 

E  Cook. 
Jno  C  Camp, 

tie  Harper, 
ner  W  Porter, 
Wm  Townsend, 
Isaac  A  Mills. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Henry  Sterling, 
C  O  Loomis, 
W  J  Totten, 
Nicholas  Voeghtly, 
Joseph  R  Henderson, 
T  J  Bigham. 

ERIE. 

J  B  Johnson, 
J  C  Marshall, 
Murray  Whallon, 
E  Mehaffey, 

RHODE  ISLAND. 


W  W  Dobbins, 
B  F  Sloan, 
Wm  Nicholson, 
J  W  Witmore, 
Joseph  M  Sterrett. 

CRAWFORD  CO. 

J  Stuart  Riddle, 
Gilbert  D  V  Shattuck. 

CHESTER  CO. 

Isaac  A  Penny  backer. 


Edward  Seagravc, 


RACINE  CO. 

Philo  White, 
D  B  Carey, 
H  T  Sanders, 
M  B  Mead, 
T  Jackson, 
M  M  Strong, 
R  S  King 
C  S  Wright, 
N  Pendleton, 
Levi  Blake, 
G  Knapp, 
S  Johnson, 
H  S  Durand, 
Geo  S  Wright, 
Eli  as  Smith, 
J  Ramsdell, 
S  ^Raymond, 
E  Everett, 
WT  B'Rogers, 
J  O  Titus, 
Philander  Judson, 
Richard  E  Ely, 
HSHulburt,' 
Geo  W  Taggart, 


PROVIDENCE. 

Hamilton  Hoppin,  Jno  F  Chapin, 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Doct.  T  L  H  Cross,   Charleston. 


WISCONSIN. 
Ira  A  Rice, 
S  C  Chapman, 
Joseph  Bishop, 
E  Gould, 
S  S  Dickinson, 
O  W  Blanchard, 
J  H  Hall, 
M  Folsom, 
J  E  Lock  wood, 
S  W  VVilson, 
S  C  Tuckerman, 
E  F  Sexton, 
H  Griswold, 
James  Puffer, 
J  Hagerman, 
J  Scudder, 
W  H  Waterman, 
R  M  Norton, 
H  N  Chapman, 
J  A  Griswel 
Edw'd  Bliss, 
C  Heath, 
John  Dexter, 
J  C  Dowse, 
Tvler  Caldwell 


H  Courteney, 
Morris  Smith, 
R  VV  Benham, 
Cyrus  Udall, 
Francis  Paddock, 
Geo  W  Jackson, 
D  McDonald, 
E  Raymond  Jr. 
Robert  Gather. 
John  Dickson. 
J  M  Killip, 
C  W  Spafford, 
H  F  Cox, 
Ira  Hulburt, 
Lucas  Bradlev, 
E  A  Robey  * 
D  Slanson, 
N  Slater, 
A  H  Blake, 
L  S  Blake, 
H  Shennan, 
W  T  Richmond, 
S  F  Heath, 
Henry  Bryan, 
J  S  Grandy. 


Nicholas  Fratt, 
M  Weed, 
€  J  Hutchinson, 
Charles  Durkee, 
H  Tuttle, 
George  Kimball 
Samuel  Hale, 
Daniel  Hugaidn, 
Michael  Frank, 
Chauncey  Davis, 
O  F  Dana, 
Yinal  Danels, 
David  Blish, 
John  H  Nichols, 
R  B  Winsor, 
Q  K  Lee, 
Jos  V  Quarles, 
David  Crosset, 
II  B  Hinsdale, 
E  Seymour, 
T  Newell; 
Sereno  Fisk, 
Volney  French-, 
W  Ward  Wheeler, 
8 v\ vender  Baldwin, 
II  H  Titcomb, 
E  S  Elkins, 
E  Tread  we  11, 
Seth  Doan, 
Wni  Bone, 
Win  Mygatt, 
Jno  Noble, 
D  W  Holbrook, 
J  M  Stryker, 
John  Parker, 
3.1  G  Barrows, 
Wm  H  Smith, 
L  B  Richardson, 
Geo  W  Harris, 
H  E  Hall, 
J  D  Kinsman, 
F  S  Lovcll, 
Jno  V  Aver, 
Geo  S  Willis, 
Samuel  Kepiguc, 
Nathan  Hawley, 
A  W  Doolittle, 
M  Holmes, 
J  B  Gillson, 
A  B  Tobey, 
A  P  Cronyn, 
P  D  Huaanin, 
D  Walker,  Jr, 
B  W  Fa i  nam, 


Jno  S  Bloom, 
AH  Peters, 
Isaac  George, 
A  P  Allen, 
Wm  B  S locum, 
0  L  Sholes, 
Thos  D  Bond, 
A  Morgan, 
P  E  Pomeroy, 
L  Chapin, 
"Walter  Prosser, 
Jos  H  Haektey, 
Harvey  Durkee, 
R  Bell, 

S  F  Comstodk, 
Geo  W  Brandt, 
Eussel  Smith, 
Samuel  Holmes, 
Geo  W  Boardmaia, 
George  N  Cobb, 
WEWaite, 
Wm  II  Filield, 
L  Newberry, 
L  B  Kinnev, 
G  L  Rider. 

MILWAUKEE    OQ. 

W  Duane  Wilson, 
II  Crocker, 
Jno  II  Tweedv, 
J  L  Ogden, 
B  McViekar, 
A  Sweet, 
J  B  Smith, 
L  II  Cotton, 
E  B  Strong, 
E  B  Wolcott, 
John  Anderson, 
J  P  Greves, 
Dan'l  Wells,  Jr, 
II  L  Page, 
L  JFarwel!, 
J  King,  Jr, 
II  Powers, 
J  S  Fillmore, 
J  E  Cameron, 
Henry  Miller, 
W  Brown,  Jr, 
J  B  Dousman, 
G  W  Mygatt, 
II  M  Council, 
J  P  Rapelje, 
L  J  Higby, 
A  F  Cady, 
John  Webb, 


A  Eldred, 
C  E  JenkensT 
T  D  Butler, 
T  A  Laphaiu, 
Benj  Church, 
J  G  Burr, 
T  J  Noyes, 
M  Shoyer, 
L  Franchise^, 
L  Ludiragton, 
II  Ludington, 
€  Ludington, 
J  F  Rayne, 
John  Hustis, 
J  A  Cross, 
A  Mitchell, 
M  Kneekand, 
G  P  Hewitt, 
H  C  Heide, 
W  W  Brown, 
J  W  Medbury, 
N  S  Donaldson, 
Geo  D  Dawson, 
Dr  C  Wandcstey, 
D  Merrill, 
U  II  Parsons, 
A  W  Hatch, 
B  H  Edgarton, 
MLBurdeck,' 
W  A  Hawkins, 
J  White, 
C  Comstock, 
Ely  Fowler, 
R  Hoppin,  Jr, 
L  Blossom,  Jr, 
A  Hawley, 
E  S  Marsh, 
J  Kneeland, 
O  Alexander, 
J  T  Bradford, 
II  K  White, 
A  Blossom, 
E  C  Kellogg, 
E  D  Ilolton, 
J  S  Pardee, 
C  H  Hurd, 
C  Brook  ins, 
S  M  Dorfield, 
Geo  E  H  Day, 
S  Pettibonc, 
Wm  Brown, 
H  Sawyer, 
Chas  Mears, 
C  D  Davis, 


JLevi  HuobeJTj, 

$  L-Kood,. 

Ghas  Jonesy 

Ghas  Crane-, 

Eufus  King, 

Wm,  M  Cunningham^ 

P  W  Baylies, 

C  F  Ilsley, 

J  Mayro.  Jrr 

T  W  Williams, 

T  Smith,  Jr, 

A  Dickson,. 

E  Lowell, 

FB  Putnam-, 

P  G  fJones> 

E  Palmer, 

J  Christie, 

A  P  Aliens, 

HN  Wells, 

A  Matthason-, 

¥  Randall, 

Wm  Bonnell'. 

-fEEFERSOX    €0: 

Ira  Miltiraore, 
Lyman  E  Boomer, 
TJ  Caymivhael, 
Eli  Petay, 
I>  Foster, 
Alonzo-  S  Horton-, 
Kobert  Barry. 

SHEBOYGAN    CO". 

Henry  K  Conklim 

BFLee,. 
E  Gilman, 
W  Wampterr 
W  Smithy 
II  Camp>, 
H  LNewierry, 


J  B  €deT 
8  B  Ormsbee, 
Saml  Darnels, 
Wm  P  Gorsline, 
ElihuS  Thorpv 
.0  Burhans, 
J  Maynard, 
E  H  Howard, 
A  V  Fryer. 

WANKESISA   &0V 

Wm  Blake-, 
John  Howell, 
C  Dansmer, 
%  W  WriA 
W  I)  Baker, 
J  L  Be  nne, 
A  Steeling. 
T  Stockson, 
J  Polbams, 
0  Haseltlhe, 

WALWORTH   iDCP- 

A  A  Heramcrrway,. 
E  Elderkin, 
Sewall  Smith, 
ft  H  Harwood, 
E  H  Ball, 
¥  Y  Howe, 
Henry  Whitney, 
Wm  Boardman*, 
E  Eastbrook, 
A  Hastings-, 
Wm  Berry, 
Aug's  Smith? 
€has  Ilibbard, 

j  e  Mills-, 

C  Bellows^ 
"Wm  K  BehTr 
W  AKajwinmly 


_F  K  Fhe^nj>, 
C  H  Stasrdesant- 
M  Taggart, 
D  J  Broadway. 

WASHINGTON    Cfe 

Wooster  Harrison, 
Solon  Johnson, 
Wm  H  Fayliesy 
Thos  W  Smith, 
G  W  Foster. 

WINNEBAGO    CC- 

J  1)  Doty. 

FONI>  P'¥    E'AC  b€», 

JJ  P  Tallmadge. 

SAUK    CO* 

Barnes  Maxwell, 

ROCK   CO. 

John  M  Keep, 
Edward  B  Murray, 
L  P  Haney, 
L  G  Fisher, 
Hazen  Cheeney, 
D  Fary©, 
Jesse  Moore, 
Geo  F  Winch.. 

COLUMBIA    t&r 

Henry' Merrill, 

Joseph  Kerr. 

LA    FAYETTE    CO'- 

Wm  S  Hamilton, 
Sam  'I  Young. 

DODGE    CO. 

Ghas  H  Larabeey 
Wm  M  Lurabee, 

L  H  Jackson. 

GRANT  ea 

Wm.  B  Biddle?^v*iv»- 


July  6th,  1847. 

At  9  A.  M.,  the  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
Hon.  Edward  Bates  of  Missouri,  President,  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  being  read,  were  a- 
mended,  and  as  amended,  accepted. 

The  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island  and  Kentucky  reported 
» and  their  reports  were  ordered  on  file. 

The  President  announced  the  following  a3  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions,  appointed  under  the  resolution  of  yesterday : 

John  C.  Weight  and  J.  W.  Gray,  of  Ohio. 

George  A.  Keehn  and  Artemas  Lee         "    Massachusetts. 
Wm.  Woodbridge  and  Calvin  Britain,      "   Michigan, 
Daniel  Mace  and  Andrew  L.  Osborn,         "   Indiana, 
John  C.  Spencer  and  Alvin  Broxson,        "   New  York, 
John  D.  Cook  and  Fletcher  M.  Haight,  "   Missouri, 
T.  J.  Bigham  and  J.  C.  Marshall,  "    Pennsylvania, 

Jesse  B.  Thomas  and  David  J  Baker,         "   Illinois, 
N.  P.  Talmadge  and  J.  D.  Kingsland,         "    Wisconsin, 
N.  O.  Kellogg  and  Joel  W.  White,  "    Connecticut, 

M.  A.  Chandler  and  F.  B.  Stockbridge,    "   Maine, 
Joel  G.  Camp,  "   Florida, 

T.  Butler  King  and  Wm.  B.  Hodson,  "    Georgia, 

George  H.  Williams  and  N.  L.  Stout,        "   Iowa, 
H.  C.  Blackbourne  and  T.  H.  Crawford,  "   Kentucky, 
Edward  Seagrave  and  Hamilton  Hopper,"   Rhode  Island, 
Roswell  L.  Colt  and  Charles  King,  "   New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Burlingame  of  Massachusetts  resigned  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  whereupon  the  Chair  substituted 
the  name  of  Artemas  Lee. 

D.  Gardner  of  New  York,  presented  Resolutions  which  were 
referred. 

Mr.  Thomas  Allen  of  Missouri,  moved  that  all  resolutions  and 
reports  presented  to  the  Convention  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions— carried. 
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Resolutions  were  presented,  by  K.  S.  Blanchard  of  Illinois, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

A  Resolution  was  presented  bj  John  R.  St.  John  of  New 
York,  which  was  referred  to  the  aforesaid  Committee. 

Resolutions,  three  in  number,  presented  by  Wm.  M.  Hall  of 
New  York,  were  referred  as  above. 

A  letter  from  Captain  I.  T.  Cleveland  of  Howard  county, 
Missouri,  giving  statistics  of  the  commerce  of  the  Missouri  riv- 
er, was  referred  to  the  aforesaid  Committee. 

Thomas  Allen  of  Missouri,  in  behalf  of  the  Missouri  Dele- 
gation presented  the  following  letter  from  Thomas  H.  Benton, 
which  was  read : 

St.  Louis,  June  20th,  1847. 

To  Messrs.  Wayman,  Crow,  Edward  Walsh,  James  E,  Yeatman  and  otli- 
ers,  a  Committee  fyc. 

Gentlemen — In  my  brief  note  addressed  to  you  on  my  return  from 
Jefferson,  I  expressed  the  gratification  I  should  have  felt  in  going  with 
the  St.  Louis  Delegation  to  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  make  known 
the  reason  which  would  prevent  me  from  having  that  pleasure. 

The  Lake  and  River  navigation  of  the  Great  West,  to  promote  which 
the  Convention  is  called,  \ery  early  had  a  share  of  my  attention,  and  I 
never  had  a  doubt  of  the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  bringing  that 
navigation  within  the  circle  of  internal  improvement  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, when  the  object  to  be  improved  should  be  one  of- jtneral  and 
national  importance. 

The  junction  of  the  two  great  system  of  waters,  which  occupy  so  much 
of  our  country — the  Northern  Lakes  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Mississippi 
River  and  its  tributaries  on  the  other — appeared  to  me  to  be  an  object  of 
that  character,  and  Chicago  the  proper  point  for  affecting  the  Union  ; 
and  near  thirty  years  ago,  I  wrote  and  published  articles  in  a  St.  Louis 
newspaper  in  favor  of  that  object,  indicated,  and  almost  accomplished  by 
nature  herself,  and  wanting  from  man  to  complete  it.  Articles  in  the  St. 
Lotus  Enquirer,  of  April  1819,  express  the  opinions  which  I  then  enter- 
tained, and  the  "report"  of  that  period,  published  in  the  same  paper,  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  by  Mr.  Graham  &  Philips,  in  favor  of  that  canal 
(and  which  "report,"  I  wrote)  was  probably  the  first  formal  communica- 
tion, upon  authentic  data,  in  favor  of  the  Chicago  canal,  These  gentle- 
men, with  Mr.  John  C.  Sullivan,  of  Missouri,  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  run  a  line  from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  Mississippi,  I  proposed  to  them  to  examine  the  ground  between  Chi- 
cago, and  the  head  waters  of  the  Illinois  river,  with  a  view  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal  by  the  Federal  Government  They  did  so,  and  on 
their  return  to  St.  Louis,  submitted  all  their  observations  to  me;  and 
hence  the  publications  in  the  newspapers,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  my  opinions  on  this  subject  are  of 
longstanding;  and   that   the   nationality   of  the  Chicago  canal,  and,  of 
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course,  the  harbor  at  its  mouth,  are  by  no  means  new  conceptions  with 
me.  But  I  must  confess  I  did  not  foresee  then  what  I  have  since  seen — • 
the  Falls  of  Niagara  surmounted  by  a  ship  canal,  and  a  schooner  clearing 
from  Chicago  for  Liverpool. 

The  river  navigation  of  the  Great  West  is  the  most  wonderful  on  the 
globe,  and  since  the  application  of  steam  power  to  the  propulsion  of  ves- 
sels, possesses  the  essential  qualities  of  open  navigation.  Speed,  distance 
cheapness,  magnitude  of  cargoes,  are  all  there,  and  without  the  perils  of  the 
sea  from  storms  and  enemies.  The  steamboat  is  the  ship  of  the  river, 
and  finds  in  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  the  amplest  theatre  for  the 
diffusion  of  its  use,  and  the  display  of  its  power.  Wonderful  river!  Con- 
nected with  seas  by  the  head  and  by  the  mouth — stretching  its  arms  to- 
wards the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific — lying  in  a  valley  which  is  a  valley 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Hudson's  Bay — drawing  its  first  waters  not 
from  rugged  mountains  but  from  the  plateau  of  the  lakes  in  the  centre  of 
the  continent,  and  in  communication  with  the  sources  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  the  streams  which  take  their  course  north  to  Hudson's  Bay — 
draining  the  largest  extent  of  richest  land — collecting  the  products  of 
ever\r  clime,  even  the  frigid,  to  bear  the  whole  to  market  in  the  sunny 
south,  and  there  to  meet  the  products  of  the  entire  world.  Such  is  the 
Mississippi  !  And  who  can  calculate  the  aggregate  of  its  advantages,  and 
the  magnitude  of  its  future  commercial  results  ? 

Many  years  ago,  the  late  Governor  Clark  and  myself  undertook  to  cal- 
culate the  extent  of  the  boatable  waters  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi; 
we  made  it  about  50,000  miles!  Of  which  30,000  were  computed  to  unite 
above  St.  Louis  and  20,000  below.  Of  course  we  counted  all  the  infant 
streams  on  which  a  flat,  a  keel,  or  a  bateau  could  be  floated,  and  justly  ; 
for  every  tributary  of  the  humblest  boatable  character,  helps  to  swell  not 
only  the  volume  of  the  central  waters,  but  of  He  commerce  upon  them. 
Of  this  immense  extent  of  river  navigation,  all  combined  into  one  system 
of  wa  ers,  St  Louis  is  the  centre  !  and  the  entrepot  of  its  trade  !  present- 
ing even  now,  in  its  infancy,  an  astonishing  and  almost  incredible  amount 
of  commerce,  destined  to  increase  forever.  It  is  considered  an  inland 
town.  Counting  by  time  and  money  the  only  true  commercial  measure 
of  distances,  and  St.  Louis  is  nearer  to  the  sea  than  New  Orleans  was  be- 
fore the  steam  tow  boat  abridged  the  distance  between  that  city  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  St.  Louis,  is  a  seaport  as  well  as  an  inland  city 
and  is  a  port  of  delivery  by  law,  and  has  collected  $50,000  of  duties  on 
foreign  imports  during  the  current  year;  and  with  a  liberal  custom  would 
become  a  great  entrepot  of  ioreign  as  well  as  domestic  commerce.  With 
the  attributes  and  characteristics  of  a  sea  port,  she  is  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efits of  one,  as  fully  and  as  clearly  as  New  York  or  New  Orleans. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  I  moved  in  the  Senate  and  obtained  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  survey  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Upper  Mississippi;  it  was 
probably  the  first  appropriation  ever  obtained  for  the  improvement  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  river.  About  twenty  five  years  ago,  I  moved  and*sec- 
ceeded  in  the  motion,  to  include  the  Missouri  river  in  a  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  Western  rivers  ;  it  was  the  first  time  that  river  had  been 
so  included.  Thus,  on  the  important  items  of  the  Chicago  canal,  the 
Rapids  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  the  Missouri  river,  I  was  among  the 
first  to  propose  to  include  them  within  the  circle  of  internal  improve- 
ments by  the  Federal  Government,  I  have  always  been  a  friend  of  that 
system,  but  not  ot  its  abuses!  and  here  lies  the  difficulty,  and  the  danger, 
and  the  stumbling  block  to  its  success.     Objects  of  general   and  national 


importance  can  alone  claim  the  attention  of  the  Federal  Government  : 
and  in  favor  of  such  objects,  I  believe  all  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  united.  Confined  to  them,  and  the  constitution  can  reach  them 
and  the  treasury  sustain  them.  Extended  to  local  or  sectional  objecis, 
and  neither  the  constitution  nor  the  treasury  could  uphold  them.  Nation- 
al objects  of  improvement  are  few  in  number,  definite  m  character,  and 
manageable  by  the  treasury;  local  and  sectional  objects  are  innumerable, 
and  indefinite,  and  ruinous  to  the  treasury.  Near  twenty  years  ago,  the 
treasury  was  threatened  with  a  demand  for  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  objects  of  internal  improvement,  then  applied  for,  and  many  of 
them  of  no  national  importance.  The  enormity  of  the  sum  balked  the 
system  ;  and  so  it  must  be  again,  if  the  proper  discrimination  is  not  kept 
up  between  local  and  national  subjects.  It  is  for  Congress  to  make  that 
discrimination  :  the  President  cannot:  he  must  reject  or  approve  the  bill 
as  a  whoie.  Here,  then,  is  the  point  at  which  the  friends  of  the  system, 
in  Congress  must  exert  ail  their  care  and  vigilence.  No  arbitrary  rule 
can  be  given  for  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  proper  objects;  but  really 
national  objects  admit  of  no  dispute;  and,  confined  to  them,  I  apprehend 
but  little  danger  of  losing  a  bill,  either  from  executive  vetoes,  or  for  want 
of  votes  in  Congress. 

Verv  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Gardner  of  New  York,  the  foregoing  let- 
ter was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Thomas  Allen  of  Missouri  in  behalf  of  the  Missouri  Del- 
egation presented  a  Report  on  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  also  that  appertaining  to  the  ci- 
ty of  St.  Louis,  considered  with  reference  to  the  improvement  by 
the  General  Government,  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  tributa- 
ries; being  "A  Report,  prepared  by  authority  of  the  Delegates 
from  the  city  of  St.  Louis  for  the  use  of  the  Chicago  Conven- 
tion of  the  5th  of  July  18-17,"  which  was  referred  to  the  same 
Committee. 

The  President  called  on  Mr.  Starr  one  of  the  Secretaries,  to 
read  the  other  letters  received  from  invited  guests.  The  fol- 
lowimg  letters  were  then  read  : 

FROM  SILAS  WRIGHT. 

Canton,  31st  May,  1847. 

Gkntlemen — Your  circular  inviting  me  to  attend  "  a  North 
Western  Harbor  and  River  Convention"  to  be  assembled  in  Chi- 
cago, on  the  first  Monday  of  July  next,  was  duly  received,  for- 
warded by  Mr.  Whiting  of  your  Committee.  My  atttention  had 
been  previously  called  to  the  same  subject  by  the   invitation  of  a 
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friend,  at  ymir  eitj,  to  attend  the  Convention,  and  generously  ten- 
dered me  quarters  in  his  family  during  its  sitting.  I  was  forced, 
£rom  tke  state  of  private  business,  to  inform  him  that  I  could  not 
make  the  journey,  at  the  time  named,  and  the  period  which  has 
elapsed  since  I  declined  his  invitation,  has  only  tendered  to  eoh- 
firm  the  oonelnsfon  pronounced  tor  him.  Were  it  possible  for  me 
to  attend  the  proposed  Convention  without  fin  unreasonable  sacri- 
fice, I  should  most  gladly  do  so,  as  my  location  gi\es  me  a  strong 
feeling  m  reference  to  prosperity  and  safety  of  the  commerce  of 
the  Lakes,  The  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the  Lake  Har- 
bors is  one,  which  ray  service  in  Congress  has  rendered  somewhat 
familiar  to  me  in  a  Legislative  aspect,  while  my  personal  travel  up- 
on the  two  lower  Lakes  has  made  the  necessity,  for  these  improve- 
ments manifest  to  my  senses.  I  am  aware  that  questions  of  Con- 
stitutional power  have  been  raised  in  reference  to  appropriations  of 
money  by  Congress,  for  the  improvement  of  Lake  Harbors,  and  I 
am  well  convinced  that  honest  men  have  sincerely  entertained 
strong  scruples  upon  this  point,  but  all  my  observation  and  experi- 
ence have  indmeed  me  to  believe  that  these  scruples,  where  the  in- 
dividual admits  the  power  to  improve  the  Atlantic  Harbors,  arises 
from  tke  want  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  Lakes  and  the  com- 
merce upon  them,  and  an  inability  to  believe  the  facts  in  relation 
to  that  oommerce,  when  truly  stated.  It  is  not  easy  for  one,  fa- 
miliar with  the  Lakes  and  tke  Lake  commerce  to  realize  the  de- 
gree of  incredulity,  as  to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  both, 
which  is  found  in  the  minds  of  honest  and  well  informed  men,  re- 
siding in.  remote  portions  of  the  Union,  and  having  no  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  either  ;  while  I  do  not  recollect  an  instance  of  a 
member  of  Congress,  who  has  traveled  the  Lakes  and  observed 
the  commerce  upon  them,  within  the  last  ten  years,  requiring  any 
further  eridenee  or  argument,  to  induce  him  to  admit  the  Consti- 
tutional power,  and  the  propriety,  of  appropriations  for  the  Lake 
Harbors,  as  much  as  for  those  of  the  Atlantic  coast.  I  have  long 
been  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  that  to  impress  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  all  portions  of  the  Union  with  a  realizing  sense  of  the 
facts  as  they  are,  in  relation  to  these  inland  seas,  and  their  already 
vast  and  increasing  commerce,  would  be  all  that  is  required  to  se- 
cure such  appropriations  as  the  state  v»f  the  National  Treasury 
will  from  time  to  time,  permit,  for  the  improvement  <>>(  the  Lake 
Harbors.  I  mean  the  improvement  of  such  Harbors  as  the  body 
of  the  Lake  commerce  requires  for  its  convenience  and  safety,  as 
contra-distinguished  from  the  numerous  applications  for  these  im- 
provements, which  the  various  competing  local  interests  upon  the 
chores  of  the  Lake  may  prompt,  and  I  make  this  distinction;  be- 
cause my  own  observation  has  shown  that  application  for  Harbor 
improvements,  at  the  public  expense  are  made  and  passe f  within 
distances  of  a  very  few  miles,  and  at  locations,  where,  ^ora  the 
n:\inml  position  of  thj?  Lake  coast,  a  srood  Harbor  at   eit  er  point 


would  secure  to  the  commerce  of  the  Late*  nil  the  eon  Yen  fence 
and  safety  of  duplicate  improvement.  Much  of  the  diiliculty  of 
obtaining  appropriations,  grow  out  of  these  conflicting  applications^ 
and  the  sternness  which  all  are  pressed  as  necessary  to  the  Lake- 
commerce,  impairs  the  confidence  of  strangers  to  the  local  claims 
arid  interests,  in  the  importance  of  ail. 

It  is  the  duty  of  those  who  urge  these  improvements,  for  the 
great  objects  for  whieh  alone  they  should  be  made  at  the  expense 
of  the  nation,  viz  :  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  Lake  com- 
merce, to  be  honest  with  Congress,  and  to  urge  appropriations  on- 
ly at  points  where  these  considerations  demand  them.  The  River 
improvements  constitute  a  much  more  difficult  subject,  and  the 
connection  of  them  with  the  Lake  Harbors,  has  often  to  my  knowl- 
edge, fatally  prejudiced  the  former.  There  are  applications  lor 
improvements  of  Rivers,  about  which,  as  a  matter  of  principle 
and  constitutional  power,  I  have  no  more  doubt  than  about  the 
Harbors  upon  the  Lakes,  or  the  Atlantic  Coast,  and  there  are 
those,  which,  in  my  judgement,  come  neither  within  the  principle 
nor  the  Constitutional  power ;  but  to  draw  a  line  between  the  two 
classes  of  cases,!  cannot.  I  have  witnessed  numerous  attempts  to 
do  this,  but  none  df  them  have  appeared  to  my  mind  to  be  very 
sound,  or  very  practical.  The  tacts  and  circumstances  are  so  very 
variant,  between  the  various  applications,  that  1  doubt  whether 
any  general  rule  can  be  laid  down,  which  will  be  found  just  ami 
practical ;  and  I  think  the  course  most  likely  to  secure  a  satisfac- 
tory result,  with  the  least  danger  of  a  violation  ofprinciple,  would 
Joe  for  Congress  to  act  separately  and  independently  upon  each  ap- 
plication. There  has  appeared  to  me  to  be  one  broad  distinetiou 
between  these  cases,  which  has  not  always  been  regarded,  but 
which  I  think  always  should  be.  It  is  between  the  applications  to 
protect  and  secure  the  safety  of  commerce  upon  Rivers,  where  it 
exists  and  is  regularly  carried  on  in  defiance  of  the  obstructions 
sought  to  be  removed,  and  in  the  face  of  the  dangers  they  place  in 
its  way  and  those  applications  which  ask  for  improvement  of  Riv- 
ers, that  commerce  may  be  extended  upon  them,  where  it  is  not. 
The  one  class  appear  to  me  to  ask  Congress  to  regulate  and  pro- 
tect commerce  upon  Rivers  where  commerce  in  fact  exists,  and  the 
other,  to  create  it  upon  Rivers  where  it  does  not  exist,  This  dis- 
tinction, if  carefully  observed,  might  aid  in  determining  some  ap- 
plications of  both  classes,  but  is  not  a  sufficient  dividing  line  for 
practical  legislation,  if  it  is  for  the  sentiment  of  the  principle  up- 
on which  all  such  applications  should  rest.  I  use  the  term  "•  Com- 
merce" in  this  definition,  as  I  do  in  this  letter,  in  its  Constitutional 
sense  and  scope. 

I  must  ask  your  pardon.  Gentlemen,  for  troubling  you  with  so 
long  and  hasty  a  communication,  in  reply  to  your  note.  It  is  not 
made  for  any  public  use,  but  to  express  to  you  very  imperfectly 
some  of  my  views  upon  the  interesting  subjects  yon  Wing  to   my 


m 

notice,  which  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  communicating  in 
person,  and  to  satisfy  you  that  I  am  not  indifferent  to  your  re- 
quest. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your   polite   invitation,  and 
believe  me, 

Your  very  respectful  and  ob't  serv't. 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 
To  Messrs.  N.  B.  Judd  and  others,  Committee  &c,  &c. 


LETTER  FROM  HENRY    CLAY. 

Ashland,  24th  May,  1847. 
Dear  Sir — I  received  your  letter,  accompanied  by  the  Circular 
of  the  Committee,  requesting  my  attendance  at  the  North  West- 
ern Harbor  and  River  Convention,  proposed  to  be  held  at  Chica- 
go, on  the  first  Monday  in  July  next.  Cordially  concurring  in 
what  is  announced  to  be  the  object  of  the  Convention,  I  should 
be  happy  to  assist  in  the  accomplishment  of  it,  if  it  were  in  my 
power  ;  but  I  regret  that  I  cannot  conveniently  attend  the  Con- 
vention. Wishing  that  its  deliberations  may  be  conducted  in  a 
spirit  of  harmony,  and  that  they  may  lead  to  good  practical  results. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  CLAY. 
E.  W.  Tracy,  Esq. 


LETTER  FROM  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 

Linden wald,  May  21st,  1847. 
My  dear  Sir — I  thank  you  kindly  for  the  obliging  terms  in 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the  invitation 
of  the  Committee  to  attend  the  North  Western  Harbor  and  River 
Convention,  and  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  you  do  me  but  justice 
in  assuming,  that  I  am  by  no  means  indifferent  to  its  objects. — 
Having  visited  most  parts  of  your  interesting  country,  and  wit 
nessed,  with  admiration  and  high  hopes,  its  peculiar  capacities  for 
improvement,  I  cannot  but  wish  success  to  all  constitutional  efforts 
that  have  that  direction.  Regretting  that  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power  to  comply  with  your  request,  I  beg  you  to  make  my  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  Committee,  for  this  proof  of  their  respect. 
I  am,  very  resoectrhlly  and  truly  Yours, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
E.  W.  Tracy,  Esq. 
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LETTER  FROM  LEWIS  CASS. 

Detroit,  May  17th, 
Dear  Sir — I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  attention  in 
transmitting  me  an  invitation  to  attend  the  Convention  on  internal 
improvements  which  will  meet  in  Chicago  in  July.  Circumstan- 
ces, however,  will  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  be  present  at  that 
time.  I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Respectfully  Yours, 

LEWIS  CASS. 


LETTER  FROM  THOS.  P.  CURTISS. 

Boston,  May,  17,  1847. 
W.  L.  Whiting  Esq.,  Chicago. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  received  the  invitation  to  attend  a  Conven- 
tion in  your  City  on  the  5  th  of  July.  Nothing  of  a  like  character 
could  interest  me  more  than  this,  and  I  wish  it  could  be  within  my 
power  to  be  present.  My  engagements  with  the  city  of  Boston  as 
one  of  the  Commissioners,  to  introduce  water  from  the  country, 
compels  close  attendance  until  it  is  finished. 

Here  in  Boston  we  are  in  the  habit  of  observing  whatever  of 
public  improvement  is  contemplated  in  every,  the  most  distant  re- 
gion of  our  country,  and  none  with  more  interest  than  that  which 
involves  the  safety  and  facility  of  internal  intercourse,  whether  it 
be  towards  our  own  New  England  or  by  the  more  round  about  way 
of  the  Rivers — all  tends  to  the  general  good  of  all. 
Wishing  you  great  success, 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  yours, 

THOS.  B.  CURTIS. 


LETTER  FROM  JOSEPH  GRINNELL. 

New  Bedford,  19th  June,  1847. 
My  Dear  Sir — I  thank  you  and  the  Committee  for  your  polite 
invitation  to  attend  the  Convention,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  on  the 
5th  of  next  month.  If  I  can  leave  home  I  shall  be  with  you;  to 
do  whatever  may  be  in  my  power,  to  press  upon  the  country  the  vi- 
tal importance  of  improving  in  every  way  possible,  our  Harbors 
and  Rivers,  and  in  all  ways  to  facilitate  and  cheapen  transporta- 
tion. You  are  authorized  to  pledge  my  vote  on  all  occasions,  for 
these  purposes,  when  they  are  combined  in  one  bill,  so  that  all  parts 
of  the  country  are  fairly  dealt  by.  • 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  L.  Whiting,  Esq.,  Chicago.  '  JOS.  GRINNELL. 


LETTER  FROM  BRADFORD  R.  WOOD. 

Albany,  jST.  Y.,  22d  June,  1847. 

Gentlemen — I  regret  that  neither  incompliance  with  the  invi- 
tation of  the  Committee,  nor  as  one  of  the  delegation  from  this  ci- 
ty, shall  I  be  able  to  attend  the  Harbor  and  River  Convention,  a- 
feoat  to  assemble  m  your  city,  on  the  5th  of  July  next  The 
eoiitse  pursued  by  myself  on  the  River  and  Harbor  bill  in  the  29th 
Congress,  is  the  best  assurance  I  can  give,  that  I  shall  not  look 
with  indifference  on  the  proceedings  of  that  Convention.  That  no 
appropriation  was  made  by  the  last  Congress,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Harbors  of  the  Lakes,  is,  you  are  aware,  no  fault  of  mine. 
Nor  can  I  forbear  the  reflection,  that  while  war,  (however  origina- 
ting) is  waged,  ostensibly  to  obtain  indemnification  and  the  pay- 
ment of  a  doubtful  debt,  practically  I  fear,  to  extend  slave  territo- 
ry, at  the  cost  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  money,  and  thousands  of 
lives,  unless  it  shall  soon  terminate  ;  no  appropriations,  however 
small,  could  be  obtained  to  save  from  destruction  on  our  Lakes. 
property  worth  far  more  than  all  that  Mexico  ever  justly  owed,  to 
say  nothing  of  hundreds  of  lives  sacrificed  every  year,  for  want  of 
safe  and  accessible  harbors. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  yours  &c, 

BRADFORD  R.  WOOD. 
To  Messrs.  John  Wen'twoith,  Wm.  B.  O&den,  and  others.  Com- 
mittee, &c. 


LETTER  FROM  ALPHEUS  FELCH. 

Ann  Aebor,  Michigan,  June  28th  1847. 

Dear  Sir— Your  favor  enclosing  an  invitation  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  to  attend  the  Harbor  and  River  Conven- 
tion about  to  be  held  at  Chicago,  came  duly  to  hand.  Business 
engagements  which  cannot  be  postponed,  will  put  it  out  of  my 
power  to  be  present  with  you  on  that  occasion.  The  interest 
which  Michigan  has  in  the  safe  and  convenient  navigation  of  the 
Great  Lakes,  and  the  improvement  of  the  Harbors,  without  which 
it  can  never  be  attained,  will  insure  the  co-operation  of  this  State 
and  its  representatives  in  support  of  all  judicious  appropriations 
for  that  purpose. 

With  my  acknowledgments  to  your  Committee,  for  the  kind  at- 
tention which  prompted  their  polite  invitation,  and  with  sentiments 
of  respect, 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  ob't  servant, 

ALPHEUS  FELCH. 
W.  L.  Whttinc;,  E>q..   Chicago. 


LETTER  FROM  GEORGE  P.  BARKER. 

Buffalo  May  31st,  1847. 
To  George  "W".  Meeker  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — I  am  honored  with  the'  receipt  of  your  favor,  enclos- 
ing an  invitation  of  a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  to  attend  a 
North  Western  Harbor  and  River  Convention  to  be  held  at  your 
city  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  next.  I  would  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge the  honor  conferred  by  this  invitation,  and  sensibly  ap- 
preciate the  very  nattering  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  communicate  it.  Ever  since  the  subject  of  this  Convention 
was  agitated,  I  have  felt  a  deep  interest  in  its  success,  and  strong- 
ly desirous  that  it  should  be  in  numbers  and  spirit,  ail  that  its 
great,  and  as  yet  unmeasured  objects  demand  ;  and  I  have  hither- 
to promised  myself  much  pleasure  in  visiting  this  very  interesting 
portion  of  the  West,  and  in  meeting  on  such  an  occasion,  so  many 
of  those  whose  sagacious  enterprise  have  so  astonishingly  devel- 
oped her  mighty  resources,  and  upon  whose  present  efforts,  its  fu- 
ture destiny  is  so  much  dependant ;  but  I  fear  1  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  forego  the  gratification  of  these  anticipations. 

My  health  has  been  such  for  the  last  year  that  1  have  been  ad- 
vised by  medical  counsel,  that  an  immediate  visit  to  salt  water  is 
indispensible  ;  should  their  determination  be  folio-wed,  it  will  of 
course  be  out  of  my  power  to  be  at  the  Convention.  In  such  an 
event,  however,  I  shall  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  there 
will  be  many  there,  who  better  understand  the  great  interests  in- 
volved in  the  objects  of  the  Convention,  although  I  would  hardly 
concede  that  there  would  be  any  one  more  determined  to  sustain 
them. 

With  respect  for  the  Committee,  whose  invitation  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  send,  and  for  yourself  personally 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obd't7 

GEO.  P.  BARKER. 


LETTER   FROM  WASHINGTON   HUNT. 

Lockpoet,  N.  Y.,  June  26,  1*47. 

Gentlemem — I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  dated  1st 
May,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  "North  Western  Harbor  and  Riv- 
er Conyention,"  which  is  about  to  assemble  in  Chicago. 

I  had  hopes  to  be  able  to  avail  myself  of  your  friendly  inviia- 
lion,  but  private  engagements  compel  me  most  reluctantly  to  re- 
linquish that  intention,  Whilst  I  am  deprived  of  the  satisfaction 
pf  participating  personally  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention, 
you  will  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  regard  its    proceed- 


ings  and  results  of  the  da-y  with  the  deepest  interest.  The  rapid 
growth  and  expansion  of  our  Western  Commerce  make  it  important 
that  the  country  will,  for  any  lengty  of  time,  submit  to  that,  unfor- 
tunate course  of  policy  which  has  caused  the  Government  for  some 
years  to  disregard  its  powers  and  deny  its  obligations  to  this  regard. 
Whether  considered  with  reference  to  the  federal  revenues,  the 
increase  of  oar  foreign  trade,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  country  at 
large,  the  safe,  easy  and  unobstructed  navigation  of  our  lakes  and 
rivers,  is  an  object  of  national  concern,  as  important,  and  legitimate 
as  the  regulation  of  our  commerce  on  the  Ocean. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  entire  subject  may  be  presented  to  the 
public,  on  the  present  occasion,  enforced  by  an  array  of  facts  and 
arguments,  which  shall  effectually  silence  partisan  clamor  and  ex- 
pose the  absurdity  and  barrenness  of  those  narrow  abstractions 
which  would  constrain  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
close  its  eyes  to  the  actual  progress  and  destiny  of  the  country. 

I  have  been  gratified  to  observe  that  "all  distinctions  of  party" 
are  banished  in  this  great  popular  movement. 

The  protection  of  the  Lake  and  River  Commerce  is  one  of 
those  practical  questions,  of  pervading  interest  and  general  con- 
cern, which  ought  never  to  have  been  forced  into  the  arena  of  par- 
ty struggles.  It  is  too  large  a  subject  to  be  reduced  to  a  party  af- 
fair, and  exposed  to  the  chances  of  political  fluctuation.  It  re- 
quires a  strong,  united  and  emphatic  expression  of  public  senti- 
ment to  separate  the  subject  from  its  unnatuaal  connection  with 
party  politics.  That  separation  will,  I  am  persuaded,  be  among 
the  first  and  most  valuable  results  of  the  Convention.  Nothing  is 
wanted  but  an  unequivocal  demonstration  of  the  popular  will  to 
elevate  the  question  above  the  reach  of  parti zan  combinations, 
thus  disarming,  at  once  and For&ver  that  political  hostility,  which 
has  proved  so  fatal  to  the  cause  of  public  improvements.  Let  us 
have  a  final  divorce  of  our  great  navigating  interest  from  all  mere 
party  test  words  and  theories.  The  time  has  come  when  public 
men  and  aspirants  for  popular  notional  honors  must  cease  to  sport 
with  those  grand  national  objects  which  you  now  seek  to  advance. 
In  considering  the  general  policy  of  improvements  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  our  great  Lakes  and  Rivers.  I  hope  the  Convention  will 
not  fail  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  importance  of  opening  a  com- 
munication suitable  for  large  vessels,  between  Lake  Michigan  and 
the  Mississippi ;  and  another  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  con- 
necting Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  by  means  of  a  Ship  Canal. — 
These  two  links,  added  to  the  great  chain  which  Nature  has  fur- 
nished, will  open  a  complete  line  of  ship  navigation  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico — watering  in  its  course  the  soil 
of  fifteen  States  of  our  confederacy,  and  securing  a  direct  chan- 
nel for  foreign  commerce  to  every  inland  State,  as  well  as  to  the 
States  whose  are  watered  by  the  Atlantic  or  the  Gulf. 

I  am,  gentleman,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
WASHINGTON  HUNT. 


A  communication  waj  received  from  the  city  of  Detroit, 
transmitted  by  the  Common  Council  of  that  city,  which  in  ac- 
cordance Avith  the  preceding  resolution,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  without  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gardner  of  New  York,  it  was  resolved 
that  all  the  letters  read  or  received  bs  entered  upon  the  record 
and  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wentworih,  Resolved,  That  if  there  be 
any  letters  addressed  to  the  Committee,  the  Secretary  shall 
obtain  them,  to  be  read  to  the  Convention  and  entered  upon 
the  minutes. 

The  unfinished  business  was  then  taken  up.  The  Fourth 
Resolution  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  spread 
at  length  on  the  record  of  yesterday's  proceedings,  was  taken 
up  and  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  II.  J.  Bedfield  of  New  York,  the  said 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garbutt  of  Illinois,  it  was  resolved,  that 
when  any  Delegate  rises  to  address  the  Chair,  he  shall  an- 
nounce his  name. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  it  was  resolved,  that 
States  who  had  not  reported  yesterday  should  have  the  privi- 
lege of  appointing  a  Vice  President  of  this  Convention. 

Andrew  Stewart  of  Pennsylvania  and  David  D.  Field  of 
New  York  being  severally  called  upon,  addressed  the  Conven 
tion  on  the  subjects  connected  with  the  objects  of  this  Conven 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Marsh  of  Illinois,  it  was  Resolved,  that 
the  Delegates  to  this  Convention,  are  pained  at  the  expression 
of  ill  feeling  evinced  this  morning  during  the  time  that  D.  D. 
Field,  Esq.,  occupied  (by  invitation)  the  stand  ;  and  in  future 
pledge  themselves  to  regard  the  rights  of  all  members  of  the 
Convention,  who  confine  themselves  to  the  rules  prescribed  and 
passed  by  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Treat  of  Missouri,  offered  the  following  Resolution  : 
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Resolved,  That  no  proposition  or  remarks,  not  directly  con- 
nected with  recognized  River  and  Harbor  improvements  of  a 
national  character,  shall  be  entertained  by  this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Hall  of  New  York,  the  said  res- 
olution was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lincoln  of  Illinois,  being  called  upon  addressed  the 
Convention  briefly. 


Resolutions  of  the  Convention. 

J.  C.  Wright  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
presented  the  following  for  the  consideration  of  the  Conven- 
tion, which  were  read  by  Mr.  King  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Convention  submit  to  their  fellow-citizens  and  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government  the  following  propositions  as  expressing  their 
own  sentiments  and  those  of  their  constituents  : 

1st.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  framed  by 
practical  men,  for  practical  purposes,  declared  in  its  preamble, 
"  To  provide  for  the  common  defense,  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  ;"  and  was  mainly  de- 
signed to  create  a  government  whose  functions  and  powers  should 
be  adequate  to  the  protection  of  those  common  interests  of  all  the 
States,  or  of  two  or  more  of  them,  which  could  not  be  maintained 
by  the  action  of  the  separated  States.  That  in  strict  accordance 
with  this  object,  the  revenues  derived  from  commerce  were  sur- 
rendered to  the  general  government,  with  the  express  understand- 
ing that  they  should  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  those  com- 
mon interests. 

2d,  That  among  the  common  interests  and  objects  were — 1st. 
Foreign  Commerce,  to  the  regulation  of  which,  the  powers  of  the 
States  severally  were  confessedly  inadequate,  and  2d,  internal  trade 
and  navigation,  wherever  the  concurrence  of  two  or  more  States 
was  necessary  to  its  completion,  or  where  the  expense  of  its 
maintenance  should  be  equitably  borne  by  two  or  more  States,  and 
where,  of  course,  those  States  must  necessarily  have  a  voice  in  its 
regulation  ;  and  hence  resulted  the  constitutional  grant  of  power 
to  Congress,  "to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  a- 
mong  the  States." 

3d.  That  being  thus  possessed,  both  of  the  means  and  of  the 
power  which  were  denied  io  the  States  respectively  Congress    be- 
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come  obligated  by  every  consideration  of  good  faith  and  common 
justice  to  cherish  and  increase  both  the  kinds  of  commerce  thus 
committed  to  its  care,  by  expanding  and  extending  the  means  of 
conducting  them,  and  by  affording  to  them  all  those  facilities  and 
all  that  protection  which  the  States  individually  would  have  af- 
forded, had  the  revenue  and  authority  been  left  with  them 

4th.  That  this  obligation  has  ever  been  recognized  from  the 
foundation  of  the  government  and  has  been  partially,  by  erecting 
light-houses,  building  piers  for  harbors,  breakwaters  and  sea  walls, 
removing  obstructions  in  rivers  and  providing  other  facilities  for 
the  commerce  carried  on  from  the  ports  on  the  Atlantic  coast ;  and 
the  same  obligations  have  been  fulfilled  to  a  much  less  extent  in 
providing  similar  facilities  for  "  commerce  among  the  States  ;"  and 
that  the  principle  has  been  most  emphatically  acknowledged  to  em- 
brace the  western  lakes  and  rivers,  by  appropriations  for  numerous 
light  houses  upon  them,  which  appropriations  have  never  been  ques- 
tioned as  wanting  in  constitutional  authority. 

5th.  That  thus,  by  a  series  of  acts  which  have  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  of  every  department  of 
the  Federal  Government,  under  all  Administrations,  the  common 
understanding  of  the  intent  and  objects  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  granting  to  Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
has  been  manifested,  and  has  been  confirmed  by  the  People  ;  and 
this  understanding  has  become  as  much  a  part  of  that  instrument 
as  one  of  its  most  explicit  provisions 

6th.  That  the  power  "to  regulate  commerce  with  Foreign  Na- 
tions and  among  the  States  and  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  is  on  its 
face  so  palpably  applicable  in  its  whole  extent  to  each  of  the  sub- 
jects enumerated,  equally  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  to  render  any 
attempt  to  make  it  more  explicit,  idle  and  futile;  and  that  those 
who  admit  the  rightful  application  of  the  power  to  Foreign  Com- 
merce, by  facilitating  and  protecting  its  operations  by  improving 
Harbors  and  clearing  out  navigable  rivers,  cannot  consistently  de- 
ny that  it  equally  authorises  similar  facilities  to  "  Commerce  among 
the  States." 

7.  That  "  Foreign  Commerce"  itself  is  dependent  upon  inter- 
nal trade  for  the  distribution  of  its  freights,  and  for  the  means  of 
paying  for  them,  so  that  whatever  improves  the  one,  advances  the 
other  ;  and  they  are  so  inseparable  that  they  should  be  regarded  as 
one.  That  an  export  from  the  American  shore  to  a  British  port  in 
Canada,  is  as  much  foreign  commerce  as  if  it  had  been  carried  di- 
rectly to  Liverpool.  And  that  an  exportation  to  Liverpool  neith- 
er gains  nor  loses  any  of  the  characteristics  of  foreign  commerce,  by 
the  directness  or  circuity  of  its  route,  whether  it  passes  through  a 
custom  house  on  the  British  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  or  descends 
through  that  river  and  its  connecting  cannals,  to  the  ocean,  or 
whether  it  passes  along  the  artificial  communications  and  natural 
streams  of  any  of  the  States  to  the  Atlantic. 


8th.  That  the  general  government  by  extending  its  jurisdiction 
over  Lakes  and  navigable  Rivers,  subjecting  them  to  the  same  laws 
■which  prevail  on  the  ocean,  and  on  its  bays  and  ports,  not  only  for 
purposes  of  revenue,  but  to  give  security  to  life  and  property,  by 
the  regulation  of  steam  boats,  has  precluded  itself  from  denying 
that  jurisdiction  for  any  other  legitimate  regulation  of  Commerce, 
If  it  lias  power  to  control  and  restrain,  it  must  have  the  same  pow- 
er to  protect,  assist  and  facilitate ;  and  if  it  denies  jurisdiction  in 
one  mo  fie  of  action  it  must;  renounce  it  in  the  other, 

9th.  That  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  dangers  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Lakes,  arising  from  the  want  of  Harbors  for  shelter, 
and  of  Western  Rivers  from  snags  and  other  obstructions,  there  are 
no  parts  of  the  United  States  more  emphatically  demanding  the 
prompt  and  continued  care  of  the  Government  to  diminish  those 
dangers  and  to  protect  the  property  and  life  exposed  to  them;  and 
that  any  one  who  can  t'egardprovisions  for  those  purposes  as  sectional 
local  and  not  national,  must  be  wanting  in  information  of  the  extent 
of  tiie  commerce  carried  on  upon  those  lakes  and  rivers,  and  of  the 
amount  of  teeming  population  occupied  or  interested  in  that  navi- 
gation: 

K>th,  That  having  regard  to  relative  population  or  to  the  extent 
of  commerce,  tlie  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  interior 
rivers. and  lakes  arid  the  strearils  connecting  them  with  the  Ocean, 
have  not  been  in  a  just  and  fair  proportion  to  those  mad-  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Atlantic  coast  ;  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when 
this  injustice  should  be  corrected  in  the  only  mode  in  which  it  can 
be  done,  by  the  united,  determined  and  persevering  efforts  of  those 
whose  rights  have  been  overlooked. 

]lth.  That  iiidependei.it  of  this  right  to  protection  of  "Com- 
merce among  the  States,"  the  right  of  ''common  defence"  guaran- 
teed by  the  Constitution,  entitles  those  citizens  inhabiting  the  coun- 
try bordering  upon  the  interior  lakes  and  rivers,  to  such  sate  and 
convenient  harbors  as  may  afford  shelter  to  a  Navy  whenever  it 
shall  be  rendered  necessary  by  hostilities  with  our  neighbors;  and 
that  the  construction  of  such  harbors  cannot  safely  be  delayed  to 
the  time  which  will  demand  their  immediate  use. 

12th.  That  the  argument  most  commonly  urged  against  approx- 
imations to  protect  "Commerce  among  the  States"  and  to  defend 
the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers — that  they  invite  sectional  combi- 
nations, to  insure  success  to  many  unworthy  objections — is  founded 
on  a  practical  distrust  of  the  Republican  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment; and  of  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  select  competent  and 
honest  representatives.  That  it  may  be  urged  with  equal  force  a- 
gainst  legislation  upon  any  other  subject,  involving  various  and  ex- 
tensive interests.  That  a  just  appreciation  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  all  our  fellow  citizens,  in  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  dis- 
claiming selfish  and  local  purposes,  will  lead  intelligent  representa- 
tives to  such  a  distribution  of  the  means  in  the  Treasury,   upon    a 
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system  of  moderation  and  ultimate  equality,  aswill  in  time  meet 
the  most  urgent  wants  of  all,  and  prevent  those  jealousies  and  sus- 
picions which  threaten  the  most  serious  dangers  to  our  confederacy. 

Kith.  That  we  arc  utterly  incapable  of  perceiving  the  differ- 
ence between  a  harbor  for  shelter  and  a  harbor  for  commerce,  and 
suppose  that  a  mole  or  pier  which  will  aiford  safe  anchorage  and 
protection  to  a  vessel  against  a  storm,  must  necessarily  improve 
such  harbor,  and  adapt  it  to  commercial  purposes. 

14th.  That  the  imports  on  Foreign  goods  being  taken  mainly 
from  the  pockets  of  the  consumers,  and  the  public  lands  being  the 
common  heritage  of  all  the  citizens,  so  long  as  those  resources  con- 
tinue, the  imposition  of  any  special  burthen  on  any  portion  of  the 
people,  to  obtain  the  means  of  accomplishing  objects  equally  with- 
in the  duty  and  the  competency  of  the  General  Government, 
would  be  unfair  and  oppressive. 

15th.  That  we  disavow  all  and  every  attempt  to  connect  the 
cause  of  internal  trade  and  "Commerce  among  the  States"  with 
the  fortunes  of  any  political  party,  but  that  we  mean  to  place  that 
cause  upon  such  immutable  principles  of  truth,  justice  and  con- 
stitutional duty.as  shall  command  the  •  respect  of  all  parties,  and 
the  defferencc  of  all  candidates  for  public  favor. 

John  C.  Wright  of  Ohio,  in  presenting  the  report  of  the 
Committee  and  moving  its  adoption  made  some  brief  remarks, 
informing  the  Convention,  that  the  Committee  had  been  unani- 
mous in  recommending  the  propositions  presented  by  liim  in 
.their  behalf. 

John  C.  Spencer  and  D.  Gardner  of  New  York,  addressed 
the  Convention  in  support  of  the  propositions. 

David  D.  Field,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  objected  to  adopting  the 
propositions  as  a  whole  ;  and  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Judge 
Thomas  of  Illinois,  it  was  resolved  that  the  vote  be  taken  on 
them  separately. 

The  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  propositions  were  adopted 
unanimously. 

The  fifth  proposition  coming  up,  Mr.  David  1).  Field  of  New 
York,  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "people/'  which 
amendment  was  rejected  and  thereupon  the  propositions  were 
adopted  as  reported  by  the  Committee. 

The  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  propositions  were  then  severally  and  unani- 
mously adopted. 
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The  fourteenth  proposition  coming  up  in  its  order.  It  was 
suggested  by  Mr.  Stimson  of  N.  Y.,  and  moved  by  Mr.  Spen- 
cer of  New  York,  to  strike  out  "imports  on  foreign  goods  being 
taken  mainly  from  the  pockets  of  the  consumers,"  and  insert 
the  following;  "revenue  derived  from  imports  on  foreign  goods, 
belongs  to  the  people,"  which  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the 
proposition  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  fifteenth  and  last  proposition  was  then  taken  up  and 
unanimously  adopted. 

John  C.  Wright  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  liesohr 
tions,  submitted  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  making  known  to  Congress 
the  principles  and  vi^ws  of  this  Convention,  and  the  important 
facts  connected  with  the  subject  of  its  deliberations,  a  committee 
of  two  from  each  State  and  Territory  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  transmit  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
to  communicate  to  them  such  information  as  the  committee  may 
be  able  to  collect,  to  guide  intelligent  and  just  legislation.  And 
that  such  committee  be  requested  to  collect  accurate  information 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Lakes 
and  navigable  Rivers,  and  the  amount  of  the  losses  of  lives,  prop- 
erty and  vessels  by  storm,  for  the  want  of  adequate  harbors,  or  in 
consequence  of  obstructions  in  the  navigable  Rivers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  condition  of  our  harbors.  And  that  such  com- 
mittee be  authorized  to  appoint  such  sub-committee  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  to  earn'  out  the  objects   of  this  Resolution. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  Resolution  it  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

H.  J  Rerlfield  of  New  York,  submitted  the  following  Res- 
olution, and  moved  its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  embark  in  any  system  of  In- 
ternal Improvement  without  a  previous  amendment  of  the  Con- 
scitution,  explaining  and  defining,  the  precise  powers  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  over  it,  assuming  the  right  to  appropriate  money 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  National  works,  to  be  warranted  by 
the  cotemporaneous  and  continued  exposition  of  the  Constitution, 
its  insufficiency  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  them  must  be  ad- 
mitted by  all  candid  minds. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Love  of  New  York  was  laid  on 
the  table. 
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Mr.  T  Butler  King  of  Georgia,  being  called  upon,  address- 
ed theConvention,  and  then  on  motion,  the  Convention  adjourn- 
ed till  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 


Jahj  7,  1847. 

At  9  A.  M.,  the  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
Edward  Bates  of  Missouri,  President. 

rihe  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Alien, 
at  the  request  of  the  President. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  yesterday's  pro- 
ceedings was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Blackwell  of  Illinois  moved  for  adoption,  a  resolution , 
which,  after  modification  by  request  of  members  present,  read 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  or  the  General  Biver  and  Har- 
bor Committee,  appointed  at  the  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Kew 
York  in  September  last,  residing  in  Chicago,be,  and  they  are  here- 
by authorized  and  requested  to  contract  for,  and  -superintend  the 
publication  and  distribution  in  pamphlet  form,  and  of  the  number 
of  copies  they  may  see  fit  to  have  printed. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Green  of  Ohio  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  last  vote 
- — Carried. 

Mr.  Spencer  of  Newr  York  moved  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Blackwell's 
resolution  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention,  after  being 
duly  authenticated  by  the  officers  thereof,  be  published  in  pamphlet 
form,  by  a  Committee  of  three  residing  in  Chicago,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  be  circulated  freely  throughout  the  Union. 
And  that  the  expense  of  such  publication  and  all  expenses  incurred 
by  the  Committee  appointed  to  transmit  the  said  proceedings  to 
Congress  w  the  transaction  of  their  duties,  be  defrayed  by  eontribu- 
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tions  from  the  different  places  which  have  sent  delegates  to  this  bo- 
dy, to  be  collected  in  such  mode  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  said 
Committee  shall  direct. 

The  said  modification  was  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  as  the  Committee  under  this  reso- 
lution, 

S.  Lisle  Smith, 

Geo.  W.  Dole, 

.  Wm.  B.  Ogiden. 

The  following  letter  from  Daniel  Webster  was  then  read,  re- 
ceived with  3  cheers,  and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes: 
Makshfield,  June,  26,  1847. 

Gentlemen— I  am  quite  obliged  to  you  for  your  very  kind  and 
respectful  letter,  addressed  to  me  at  Nashville,  inviting  me  to  at- 
tend the  Chicago  Convention.  If  my  health  had  allowed  me  to 
continue  the  journey,  which  I  was  then  prosecuting,  it  would  have- 
brought  me  into  the  Northwest  in  time  to  have  been  with  you  the 
1st  of  July;  but  beingcompelled,  by  illness,  to  abandon  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  over  the  mountains,  it  was  of  course,  not  in  my 
power  to  attend  the  Convention. 

You  speak,  gentlemen,  in  terms  of  too  much  commendation,  I 
fear,  of  my  efforts  in  the  cause  of  Internal  and  Western  Improve-' 
ment.  I  can  only  say  that  these  efforts  have  been  earnest,  long 
continued,  and  made  from  the  single  desire  of  promoting  the  great 
interests  of  the  country.  Of  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
make  appropriations  for  erecting  harbors  and  clearing  rivers,  I 
never  entertained  a  particle  of  doubt.  This  power,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  not  partial,  limited,  obscure,  applicable  to  some  uses  and 
not  applicable  to  others,  to  some  States  and  not  to  others,  to  some 
rivers  and  not  to  others,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  gen- 
tlemen connected,  with  the  Memphis  Convention.  For  one,  I 
reject  all  such  far-fetched  and  unnatural  distinctions.  In  my  opin- 
ion, the  authority  of  the  Government  in  this  respect,  rests  directly 
on  the  grant  of  the  Commercial  power  to  Congress ;  and  this  has 
been  so  understood  from  the  beginning,  by  the  wisest  and  best  men 
who  have  been  concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  is  consequently  general,  and  limited  only  by  the  import- 
ance of  each  particular  subject,  and  the  discretion  of  Congress. 

I  hope  the  Convention  may  do  much  good,  by  enforcing  the 
necessity  of  exercising  these  just  powers  of  the  Government. 
There  are  no  new  inventions,  nor  new  constructions  or  qualifica- 
tions of  the  Constitutional  power  to  be  resorted  to ;  there  is  no 
new  political  path  to  be  struck  out.  It  is  simply  for  the  people  to 
say,  whether  prejudice,  parly  preposessions,  and  party  opposition 
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shall  at  length  give  way  to  fair  reasoning,  to  precedent  and  expe- 
rience, to  the  judgment  of  the  great  men  who  have  gone  before 
lis,  and  to  those  momentous  considerations  of  public  interest,  which 
now  so  imperatively  call  on  Congress  to  do  its  duty. 
I  am  Gentlemen,  with  much  regard, 
Your  obliged  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

DAN.  WEBSTER, 
To  Messrs.  S.  L.  Smith,  Justin  Butterfield,  I.  II.  Burch, 
and  others. 

Wills  Cotton,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  the  several  reports 
and  other  documents  presented  to  the  Convention,  be  printed 
with  the  proceedings  thereof,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Judge 
Thomas,  of  Illinois,  modified  the  motion,  so  that  such  reports 
and  documents  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Thus 
modified,  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Wm.  M.  Hall,  of  New  York,  offered  three  resolutions  relat- 
ing to  the  subject  of  "  a  Rail  Road  from  the  States  to  the  Pa- 
cific," which,  after  being  read,  were,  on  motion  of  Gov.  Bebb, 
of  Ohio,  laid  on  the  table  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  President  announced  the  following  named  gentlemen  as 
composing  the  Executive  Committee,  authorized  to  make  known 
to  Congress  the  principles  and  views  of  the  Convention,  &c, 
under  the  last  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions : 


Massachusetts. 


Abbott  Lawrence,  Boston, 

John  Mills,  Springfield,.  \ 

John  C.  Spencer,  Albanv,  )  Lz      T~    , 

Sam'l  B.  Ruggles,  New  York,  \  Aew  lo)'k% 

James  T.  Morehead,  Covington,  //--,/ 

dames  Guthrie,  Louisville,  \ 

Jacob  G.  Sleight,  Michigan  City,  /   ,    r 
v  ii      i^  •  ?  t  i'      is          "  Indiana. 

Zebu  Ion  Jbairu,  Lafayette,  } 

Thomas  Allen,  St.  Louis,  I   -ir 

T        i   Aj    /^  ox   t     •  >  Missouri. 

Joseph  M.  Converse,  St.  Louis,  \ 

Alexander  Duncan,  Providence,  i    rjl    7    T  ;      , 
,,    ^      •  ,     i^,       -n      •  j  liftode  Island. 

Zachanah  Alien,  Providence,  \ 

George  C.  Stone,  Bloomingt on,  /  j    , 

Wm.  P.  E^iiH';,  Burlington,  < 


■  MichUj'Aii, 


4? 

James  Hall,  Cincinnati,  f   , , , 

Joseph  L,  Weatherly,  Cleveland,  |  0!uu' 

Thomas  W.  Williams,  New  London,  \  n  .     a 

Phillip  Ripley,  Hartford,  J  VoMteOuut.    . 

T.  I.  Bigham,  Pittsburg,  \  ^         7 

John  B.  Johnson,  Erie';  \  P^^ylvmna, 

Rufus  King,  Milwaukee,  f™ 

Wffl.  Woodman,  Mineral  Point,  j   W  «*»**»•• 

Xhos.  Butler  King,  Sayannah,  /     r 

Wm.  B.  Hodgson,  Savannah,  j  b  w^ " 

J.  G.  Camp,  Florida, 

Joseph  R,  Williams,  Constantino, 

David  A.  Noble,  Monroe,  \ 

Charles  Jarvis,  Surry,  }  w  ' 

George  Evans,  Gardiner,  j  Mame' 

David  J  Baker,  Alton,  J  7J7.     . 

Jesse  B.  Thomas,  Chicago,  j.  IUmois< 

Charles  Kino;,  Jersey  City,  I  ,^       T 

Littleton  Khkpatrick,      ' '  j  Nm  Jeree^ 

James  Wilson,  Kcene,  /  %r      T.         7 . 

John  Page,  j  ^  ^V^rr, 

Mr.  St.  John,  of  New  York,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  t!i€ 
resolution  authorizing  an  Executive  Committee  :  which  motion, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butts,  of  New  York,  laid  op  the  table. 

Judge  Brown,  of  Illinois,  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  relat- 
ing to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  state 
of  the  Erie  canal,  which,  on  motion  of  J.  C.  Spencer,  of  New 
York,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Gen.  $T.  W«  Watkins,  of  Missouri,  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

"  Itesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention'be  presented 
to  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  for  the  hospitality  and  kindness  e.v 
tended  to  tire  members  during  their  sojourn  in  this  city  ;" 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  [Ion.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  it  vvasunan- 
in  io  a, sly 

Itesolred,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  due,  and 
are    most  cordially    tendered,    to    the    Hon.    Edward    Bates, 


48 


for  the  able,  dignified,  and  courteous  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  President  of  this  Convention. 

( )n  motion  of  Solon  Robinson,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  original  record  and  papers  of  this  Con- 
vention, be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Major  of  Chicago,  after 
the  close  of  the  Convention,  to  be  preserved  among  the  archives 
of  the  city, 

A  motion  having  been  made  to  adjourn  the  Convention  sine 
die,  the  President,  (Mr.  Bates,)  rose,  and  before  putting  the 
question,  addressed  the  Convention  in  a  speech  which  was  fre. 
quently  interrupted  by  vehement  applause,  and  greeted  at  the 
close  with  nine  enthusiastic  cheers. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  being  then  put,  was 
carried,  and  thereupon  the  President  pronounced  the  Conven- 
tion adjourned  without  day. 

EDWARD  BATES,  President. 
vay, 


John  II.  Brock1 
John  (I.  Camp, 
T.  Butler  King, 
Rrastus  IT.  W.  Ellis, 
Chas.  S.  Hempstead, 
Gr.  II.  Williams, 
M.  A.  Chandler, 
William  T.  Eustis, 
Wm.  Woodbridge, 

A.  B.  Chambers, 
Schuyler  Colfax, 
Wilson  G.  Edwards, 
Aaron  Ilobart, 
David  A.  Noble, 
Francis  Upton  Frencc, 


N.  W.  Watkins, 
Frastus  Corning, 
Littleton  Kirkpatrick, 
William  Bebb, 
A.  W.  Loomis, 
Hamilton  Hoppin, 
John  II.  Tweedy, 
Francis  S.  Fiske, 

Vice  Presidents. 

Peter  McMartin, 
William  I.  Otis, 
Frederic  S.  Lovell, 
Henry  Wr.  Starr, 

-   Secretaries. 


APPENDIX 


The  following  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M.  Botts,  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  but  was  not 
read  to  the  Convention.  It  was,  alter  the  adjournment  of  the 
Convention,  published  by  the  news-papers  in  connexion  with 
the  proceedings : — 

Richmond,  June  12,  1847. 

My  Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  12th  May,  accompanying 
an  invitation  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  "to  attend 
a  North  Western  Harbor  and  River  Convention,  to  be  held  in 
Chicago,  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,"  was  duly  received,  and 
its  not  being  answered  at  an  earlier  day,  arose  from  the  earnest 
hope  1  had  indulged  (notwithstanding  the  distance  from  home,) 
that  I  should  have  been  able  to  aceept  tlie  invitation,  and  to  have 
been  with  you  on  that  interesting  occasion  in  person,  as  1  shall  be 
in  feeling  and  in  principle.  I  am  sorry,  however,  to  say  that  just 
now,  it  seems  to  be  altogether  impracticable. 

Nevertheless,  at  a  future  (hij  and  upon  a  different  theatre,  I 
hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  render  you  more  efficient  aid  than 
I  could  in  your  proposed  Convention.  For  the  subject  of  these 
National  Improvements  I  have  no  morbid  sensibilities,  I  labor 
under  no  Constitutional  difficulties,  and  I  indulge  no  metaphysical 
abstract 'ons  ;  for  in  my  judgment  we  should  have  bestowed  very 
unmerited  eulogy  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  illustrious  dead,  the 
framers  and  builders  of  that  godlike  instrument  to  whieli  our 
Government  owes  its  existence,  if  they  had  neglected  to  confer 
upon  tlie  Representatives  oi*"all  the  interests,  of  all  the  people  in 
the  land,  the  power  to  protect  the  property  and  the  lives  of  those 
same  people,  by  removing  obstructions  to  navigation,  constructing 
and  improving  Harbors,  and  erecting  Light  Houses,  as  well  within 
our  own  territory  as  beyond  it — a^  well  upon  the  River  and  Lake 
navigation,  as  upon  the  High  Seas — as  well  upon  the  Mississippi 
as  upon  the  Lakes — and  as  well  upon  the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan 
as  upon  the  Atlantic  coast,  provided  the  "commerce  among  the 
several  States"  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  should  render 
it  necessary  and  expedient' — that  they  did  not  neglect,  but  fully 
provided  for  the  exercise  of  this  indispensable  power,  is  clear  to 
my  mind,  and  how  much  more  it  would  have  become  an  enlight- 
ened and  civilized  Govern "h'erit,  and  hew   much  more  our  individ- 
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aai  i\nd  national  property  would  have  been  advanced  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  untold  millions  in  the  accomplishment  of  such  works, 
than  for  the  indiscriminate  and  wholesale  slaughter  of  a  defence- 
less and  unoffending  race  of  semi-barbarians,-  whose  chief  cause  at 
last,  (as  will  be  found.)  consisted,  in  owning  territory  that  "must 
he  acquired"  under  the  guise  of  <*. Indemnity"  is  a  question  that 
time  will  determine,  and  that  the  people  of  all  classes,  and  of  all 
parties,  will  have  an  opportunity  of  understanding  and  apprecia- 
ting, before  we  get  through  with,  and  recover  from,  the  effects  of 
ibis  wefrrifele  and  most  unnecessary  and  imqi'toris  war. 

Yet  it  is  pretended  that  He  wlio  can  make  war,  after  two  bloody 
battles  have  been  fought,  communicate  its  existence  to  "Congress, 
and  thereby  himself  escape  the  responsibility  ;  who  can,  through 
his  subordinates,  annex  territory  and  dismember  empires,  and  es- 
tablish civil  governments;  succor  in  citizens  by  the  wholesale, 
require  them  to  take  an  oath  of -allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
try  them  by  a  drum  head  Court  Martial,  and  ban;:  them  up  in  six 
hours  as  rebels  or  traitors,  make  laws  for,  and  collect  customs  in 
Mexico,  when  by  the  Constitution  it  is  declared,  that  "  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  -make  rubs  concerning  eaptwres  on  land  or 
water"  when  all  this  can  be  done  with  impunity  by  the  one  man 
power,  the  people  are  to  be  cheated  out  of  their  rights  and  dearest 
interests,  under  the  shallow  pretence  that  F&of'same  one  man  can- 
not find  Constitutional  warrant  for  affixing  his  signature,  either  to 
a  bill  passed  by  the  Representatives  of  the  people  for  the  payment 
of  what  they  recognised  as  a  just  debt  due  from  the  Government, 
or  for  another,  making  appropriations  for  their  own  means,  for  the 
gem-re'  improvement  and  interests  of  the  country,  and  for  ihe  pro- 
tection and  preservation  ot  American  life  and  property;  if  our 
Constitution  were  fairly  susceptible  of  such  a  reading,  what  odium 
would  it  bring  upon  its  authors,  and  who  would  be  satisfied  to  live 
under  it  another  day  ? 

Without  undertaking  to  decide  what  does,  or  what  does  not  con- 
stitute an  "  Inland  Sea"  as  the  term  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  yet  in -the  celebrated  resolutions  of  *'J8  and  '1'9 — 
which  are  of  more  importance  with  some  of  our  distinguished 
statesmen,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  it  as  the  finis  con- 
viction of  my  mind,  that  the  navigation  ot  the  Northern  and  West- 
ern Lakes  and  Rivers,  is  entitled  to  the  fostering  care  of  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  interests  ot  that  region  of  country  imperatively 
demand  it ;  and   I  sincerely  hope  the   day  is  not  distant  when  it 

■•  be  obtained. 

I  should  despise  myself  if  I  were  capable  of  occupying  a  posi- 
tion in  public  lite,  with  views  so  narrow  and  contracted,  as  riot  to 
pee  and  be  willing  io  administer  to  the  wants  pi  e\ery  section  of 
our  ever  to  be  eherisl  ed  Union,  with  as  iiree  anil  liberal  a  hand,  as 
I    wculd   to  that    where  my   own  more   immediate  interests   were 


concerned— JN'u  !    scctio/is  of  the    country   have,    no    intluenee    over 
my  mind  in  giving  construction  to  sections  of  the  Constitution. 

As  this  letter  is  designed  as  an  answer  to  the.  Committee  as  well 
as  yourself,  you  will  be  pleased  to  hand  it  over  to  them  and  oblige 
Very  truiv  jours, 

JXQ.  M.  BOTTS. 
S.   Lisle  Smith,  Esq.,  and  through  him  to  the  Committee. 


The  following  letter,  from  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  was 
received  by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  on  the  day 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention: — 

Marshfield,  June  26,  1847. 

Gentlemen: — -I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  some  weeks  ago,  an 
invitation  signed  by  you,  as  a'  Committee  of  Correspondence,  to 
attend  a  "North  Western  Harbor  and  River  Convention,'' to  be 
assembled  at  Chicago  on  the  first  Monday  in  July,  without  regard 
to  distinctions  of  party.  If  circumstances  had  allowed  me  to  fulfil 
my  purpose  of  being  in  the  Western  country  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  I  should  have  complied  with  that  invitation.  But  events 
occurred  to  defeat  that  purpose. 

Understanding  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  be  present,  several 
gentlemen,  elected  to  the  Convention,  have  expressed  a  wish  that 
1  should,  nevertheless,  communicate  my  sentiments  upon  the  im- 
portant objects  which  have  called  them  together.  A  willingness 
to  comply  with  that  wish,  as  well  as  a  desire  to  treat  with  just  res- 
pect, the  invitation  received  from  you,  induces  me  to  address  to 
you  this  letter. 

The  improvement  of  North- Western  Rivers  and  Harbors  has 
become  an  interesting  subject,  not  only  from  the  augmented  busi- 
ness and  population  of  that  part  of  the  country,  but  also  from  re- 
cent Legislative  and  political  occurrences.  I  do  not  understand, 
however,  that  the  North  Western  Harbor  and  River  improvements 
are  to  be  the  exclusive  objects,  of  that  description,  which  shall  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  Convention.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
those  who  propose  the  Convention  regard  such  improvements,  all 
over  the  Union,  as  standing  on  the  same  ground  of  Constitutional 
authority,  and  the  same  principles  of  public  policy.  Although  the 
necessity  of  making  a©d  improving  Harbors,  and  for  the  clearing 
out  of  Rivers,  may  be  felt  to  be  most  pressing,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment on  the  North-Western  frontiers,  and  the  greatest  disappoint- 
ni<  at  felt  in  that  quarter,  at  the  recent  and  repeated  failures  of 
measures  adopted  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  to  provide  tor  such 
necessity,  yet  it  hardly  needs  be  remarked,  that  the  West  and  the 
South  West,  and  the  South,  the  North,  and  the  East,  are  all  deep- 


st  ion  is 

gen-           1 

y,   and 

every 

Convei 

it  ions, 

hjeets, 

and  to 

i\  W    01* 

>ublie 

and  co 

mpre- 

i  snch 

is  are 

of  the 

whole 

-'all  its 

Marts. 

ver  or 

more 

of  the 

Con- 

62 

ly  m  rested  in  the  fate  of  snch  measures.  The 
eral,  not  local.  It  afreets  every  part  of  the  c®u 
State  iL  the  Union.  Any  proceedings,  therefore, 
or  other  public  bodies,  called  to  deliberate  on  such 
expr  -s  opinions,  either  on  points  of  Constitution 
policy,  ariust,  to  meet  my  concurrence,  be  as  }  r o 
e  as  the  questions  themselves.  They  must 
h"  to  he  adopted  by  the  Government,  for  the  gi 
country,  and  the  equal  advancement  of  the  inter;  - 
And  I  have  entire  confidence,  that  no  more  h  ti 
■action  of  Constitutional  power,  and  no  na: 
local  view  of  public  policy,  will  receive  the.  sane 
vention  now  about  to  assemble. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  an  easy  task  to  communicate  to  the  Convention 
my  opinions  upon  the  subjects  which  are  to  engage  its  attention. 
I  have  only  to  tq^y  to  my  public  conduct,  to  the  i  icasures  which 
I  have  supported,  and  to  my  public  speeches  hi  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  last  twenty  years.  Full  extracts  from  these  speeches 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  transcribe-  Although  this  may  not  be  the 
most  interesting  or  attractive  mode  of  presenting  my  opinions  to 
the  Convention,  it  will,  at  least  be  attended  with  one  advantage. 
It  will  show  that  my  opinions,  whatever  they  ar<  .  are  not  of  re- 
cent adoption.  They  have  not  been  recently  csj  i  \  od  by  me,  in 
consequence  ofanynew  degree  of  favor  or  populi  rity  attaching  to 
the  cause  of  Internal  Improvement.  On  the  co  .;.  fry,  t\;iy  have 
been  steadily  maintained  for  along  course  <  years,  ..  >l  only  airainsf 
able  anrf  ingenious  argument,  on  the  Opposi  i  side  I  t  alsi  against 
tl 
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checks.  It  seemed  reasonable,  there'' 
turn  our  thoughts  inward  to  explore 
sources  of  our  own  country,  to  find  o 
fications  of  industry,  new  subjects  fo 
homo.  It  was  fit  to  consider  how 
properly,  be  made  to  furnish  activity 
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the  country  stretched  over  so  many  parallels  oi  latitudt 
gitud'e,  abounding,  of  c  mrse,  in  the  natural  productions 
each,  it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  inquire,  what  me 
ed  of  establishing  free  and  cheap  intercourse  between  i\\ 
thereby  bringing  the  raw  material  abounding  in  one,  i 
action  of  the  productive  labor  which  was  found  in  anothei 
and  Canal-,  therefore,  were  seen  to  be  of  the  lirst  con 
And  i\iL'\\  the  interesting  question  arose,  how  far  it  was 
tionally  lawful,  and  how  far  expedient,  for  the  Genera 
merit  to  give  aid  and  succor  to  the  business  of  making  I 
Canals,  in  conjunction  with  individual  enterprise;  or  Sts 
takings.  I  am  among  those  who  have  held  the  opis  ; 
any  object  of  that  kind  be  of  general  or  national  import 
within  the  scope  of  the  powers  of  the  Government  ;  thi 
mit  it  to  be  a  power  which  should  be  exercised  with  \ 
care  and  discretion.  Congress  has  power  to  regulate  c 
both  internal  and  external,  and  Whatever  might  have  bee 
to  be  t\\e  literal  interpretation  of  these  terms,  we  know 
struc  tion  to  have  been,  from  the  very  first  assembling  of 
and  by  the  very  men   who  framed  the  Constitution,  that 
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lation  of  commerce  comprehended  such  measures  as  wer?  neces- 
sary for  its  support,  its  improvement,  its  advancement ;  and  justi- 
fied such  expenditures  as  Piers,  Beacons,  and  Light  Houses,  and 
the  clearing  out  of  Harbors  required.  Instances  of  this  sort,  in 
the  application  of  the  genera"'  revenue,  have  been  frequent,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government.  As  die  same  power, 
precisely,  exists  in  relation  to  internal  as  well  as  external  trade, 
it  was  not  easy  to  see  why  like  expenditures  might  not  be  justified 
■when  made  on  internal  obj;    ts. 

The  vast  regions  of  the  West  are  penetrated  by  rivers,  to  which 
those  of  Europe  are  but  as  rills  and  brooks.  But  the  navigation 
of  these  noble  streams,  washing,  as  they  do.  the  margin  of  one 
third  ofthe  States  of  the  Union,  was  obstructed  by  obstacles,  cap- 
able of  being  removed,  and  yet  rot  likely  to  he  removed,  but  by 
the  power  of  the  General  Government.  Was  this  a  justifiable 
object  of  expenditure  from  the  national  treasury?  Without  hesita- 
tion I  have  thought  it  was.  A  -rast  chain  of  lakes,  if  it  be  not 
more  proper  to  call  them  a -succession,  of  inland  seas,  stretches- 
into  the  deep  interior  of  this  Northern  part  of  the  continent,  as  if 
kindly  placed  there  by  Providence,  to  break  the  continuity  of  the 
land,  and  afford  the  easier  and  readier  intercourse  of  water  convey- 
ance. But  these  vast  lakes  required,  also,  harbors,  and  light-  and 
breakwaters.  And  were  these  lawful  objects  of  National  Legisla- 
tion ?  To  me,  certainly,  tjiey  have  appeared  to  be  such,  as  clearly 
as  if  they  were  on  the  Atlantic  border. 

In  most  ofthe  new  States  of  the  West,  the  United  States  are 
yet  proprietors  of  vast  bodies  of  land.  Through  some  of  these 
States,  and  sometimes  through  these  same  public  lands,  the  local 
authorities  have  prepared  to  carry  expensive  canals,  for  the  gen- 
eral benefit  of  the  country.  Some  of  these  undertakings  have 
been  attended  with  great  expense,  and  have  subjected  the  States, 
where  enterprising  spirit  has,,  begun  and  carried  them  on,  to  large 
debts  and  heavy  taxation.  The  lands  of  the  United  States,  being- 
exempted  from  all  taxation,  of  course  bear  no  part  of  this  burden. 
Looking  to  the  United  States,  therefore,  as  a  great  landed  proprie- 
tor, essentially  benefitted  by  these  improvements,  I  have  felt  no 
difficulty  in  voting  for  the  appropriation  of  parts  of  these  lands,  as 
a  reasonable  contribution  by  the  United  Slates  to  these  general 
objects.   , 

''Most  ofthe  subjects  to  which  I  have  referred,  are  much  less 
local  in  their  influence  and  importance  than  they  might  lie.  The 
breakwater  in  the  Delaware,  useful  to  Philadelphia,  is  useful  also 
to  all  the  ship-owners  in  the  United  States,  and,  indeed,  toall  in- 
1 1 rested  in  commerce,  especially  that  great  branch,  the  coastwise 
commerce.  If  the  mouths  of  the  Southern  rivers  be  deepened  and 
improved,  the  neighboring  cities  are  benefited,  but  so  also  are  the 
ships  which   visit   them  ;  and  if  tli<>  Mississippi  and    Ohio  be  ren- 


<lered  more  safe  for  navigation,  the  great  markets  of  consumption 
along  their  shore's  aVe  the  more  readily  and  ch&ipW  apr>ro'*elfed  by 

the  proi:;"  •     \    '  -  .     itori    ■  :  ■:■■'  '  '■  ■  (j  -;!   ri  '-'</'  jfew  Engl  nd. 


the  spiril  i  il  •:-  !•/.  -rs    liould   be  exercised.     Iftoere 

oe  any  doubts  whether  so  many  republics,  covering  so  area!  a  por- 
tion of  the  globe,  can  be  long  held  together  under  [his  Constitution, 
there  is  no  doubt,  in  my  judgement,  of  the  impos.-ibility  of  so  hold- 
ing them  together  by  any  narrow,  contracted,  local,  or  selfish  sys- 
tem of  Legislation. 

"To  render  the  Constitution  perpetual,  (which  God  errant  it  may 
be)  it  is  necessary  that  its  benefits  should  be  practically  felt  by  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  all  interests  in  the  country.  The  East 
and  the  West,  the  North  and  the  South,  musl  all  see  their  6wn 
welfare  prete<  ted  and  advanced  by  it.     While  the  Eastern1  frofltrei 


equal  attention,  in  any  p  ejects  ol  p  rblic  improvement  interesting  to 
itself,  and  wlthiii  the  proper  power  of  the  Government.  These* 
sir,  are,  in  brii  ral  views  hy  which  I  hav-eheen  governed 

<on  questions  of  this  kind,  and  1  trust  they  are  such  as  this  meeting 
•does  not  disapprove 

Gentlemen,  live  years  after  the  expression  of  these  opinio:  - 
that  is  to  say,  in  July  1833,  I  had  occasion  to  repeat  them  in  sub- 
stance,  in  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh.  Extracts  from 
that  address,  taken  from  a  printed  volume,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
Insert.: 

"  Gentlemen,  your  worthy  Mayor  has  alluded  to  the  subject  of 
Internal  Improvements.  Having  no  doubt  of  the  power  o.'5  he 
General  Government  over  various  objects  comprised  in  that  d  - 
nomination,  I  confess  that  I  have  felt  great  pleasure  in  forv'--  b,  « 
them,  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  by  means  of  reasonable  govern- 
ment; aid.  It  has  ^erued  strange  to  me,  i\i>\t,  in  the  pr<  _ 
human  knowledge  and  human  virtue,  (for  I  have  no  doubt  that 
both  are  making    progress,)    th«    objects   ofgo^-ernment  should 

have  jbeen  principally  poniined  to  external  affairs,  anQ^o  -the 
enactment  of  the  general  laws,  wiihouN-oiisideruer  how  much  may 
be  done  by  the  govenu^&iit  which  cannot  be  done  without  it,  for 
tine  imp  ovement  of  tire  condition  of  the  people.  There  a  e  many 
objects,  of  great  value  to  man,  which  cannot  be  attained  Ry  uu- 
connected  individuals,  but  must  be  attained,  if  attained  at  all,  by 
Association.  For  many  of  them,  government  seems  the  most  nat- 
ural and  the  aaosi  eiBeiefcl  £*3©ci&UotfL     VohjtMaiv  assoeialicjh  hka 
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it  eannol  do  all.  To  the  great  honor  and  advan- 
vvn  State,  r- 1 1  e  has  been  forward  in  applying  the 
niment  to  great  objects  of  internal  utility.  Bus 
not  do  everything.  There  are  some  things  which 
'  States,  and  if  done  at  all,  must  be  done  by  all  the 

coaciusion  of  the  last  war,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
me  for  the  government  to  turn  its  attention  inward  J 
r.idition  of  the  country,  and  particularly  tlje  vasfc 
y;  to  take  a  comprehensive. view  of  the  whole; 
liberal  system  of  internal  improvements.     There 

naturally  within  the  sphere  of  any  one  State, 
id  of  greal  importan  :e,  as  calculated  to  unite  the 
f  the  country,  to  a  b  Iter  anel  shorter  way  between 
id  the  consumer,  to  be  also  of  the  highest  atlvan- 
lent  itself,  in  any  emergency.  It  is  true,  gentle- 
cal  theatre  for  such  improvement  is  not  mainly  in 

.     The 


East  is  old,  pretty  felly  peopled,  and  smal 
West  is  new,  vast,  and. thinly  peopled.  Our  rivers  can  be  measur- 
ed— yours  cannot.  We  are  bounded — you  are  boundless.  The 
West  was,  therefore,  most  deeply  interested  in  this  system,  though 
certainly  not  alone  interested  even  in  such  works  as  had  a  west- 
ern lacaiky.  To  clear  her  rivers,  was  to  dear  them  for:  the  com- 
merce of  the  whole  country  ;  to  construct  harbors,  and  clear  en- 
trances to  existing  harbors,  whether  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  on* 
the  Lakes,  was  for  the  advantage  of  that  whole  commerce.  And 
if  this  were  not  so,  he  is  but  a  poor  public  man  whose  patriotism  is 
governed  by  the  cardinal  points  ;  who  is  for  or  against  a  proposed 
measure  according  to  its  indication  by  compass,  or  as  it  may  hap- 
pen to  tend  farther  from,  or  come  nearer  to  his  own  immediate 
connections.  And  look  at  the  West — look  at  those  rivers — look  at 
the  Lakes — look  especially  at  Lake  Erie,  and  see  what  a  moderate- 
expenditure  has  done  for  the  safety  of  human  life  and  the  preser- 
vation of  property,  in  the  navigation  of  the  Lake  ;  and  done,  let  me 
add,  in  the  hue  of  a  fixed  and  ardent  opposition." 

Gentlemen,  I  pass  over  what  I  have  said  on  other  occasions,  in 
support  of  mea  ires  for  Harbor  and  River  Improvements,  and  in 
defence  of  the  grounds  of  right  and  policy,  on  which  I  suppose 
such  measures  to  rest,  and  I  come  to  certain  recent  and  most  in- 
teresting occurrences. 

It  is  well  known,  gentlemen,  that  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of 
Harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  Kivers,  passed  both  Houses  in 
July,  1846.  This  bill  was  disapproved  by  the  President,  and  his 
veto  message,  as  it  is  called,  was  sent  to  Congress  on  the  third  day 
of  August. 

This  message,  the  first  of  its  kind  transmitted  to  Congress  by 
the  present  President  pf  the  United  States,  may  well  be  supposed 
to  have  been  drawn  up,  not  only  with  care*  but  also  upon  consulta- 


tion   with  his    usual  advisers,  the  Heads  of  Department-,   whose 
cewxcarrence    a   d  support  it  no  doubt  received;  at  least  it  la  not 
known  that   i    .  dissent  was  expressed  in  the  Ci 
its  members:       J  its  doctrines  were   supported      '   a     mjoi 
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we  know   it  is   not.      We   know  that  ui     >ss  ro^ 

placed  in  the  I   tuds  of  men  who  feel  that  it  is   their 
authority  and  duty  to  make  these  improvements,  they  neve 
be  ms  le;  and  the  waters  of  the   Mississippi  will  roll  over, 
and  snags,  and     lags,  for  a  century  to  come. 

"These  imi  rovements  must  come  from  the  Government  ■ 
States,  or  in  the  nature  of  tilings,  they  cannot  come  : 
iy  thai  -very  steamboat  that  is  lost  by  one  of  these  sn 
ife  that  is  sacrificed — goes  to  make  up  a  great   ac 
this   G  >v  rnment.     Why,  what  a  world  is  there! 
-and  wl  at  .hies  on  their  banks  ! — Cincinnati,  New  Or 
3,  Natchez,  and  others  that  spring  upwhi 
hem,  or,  indeed,  before  we  begin  to  speak  of 
ts,  great  places  for  exchange  of  commodities 
iich  are   so  many  inland  seas,   as  it  were. 
neral  Government   no  authority  over    then 
vement?     Why,  that  will  be  thought  the  mo 


will 
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credible  thing,  hereafter,  that  ever  was  heard  of.  It  will  not  be 
believed,  that  it  ever  had  entered  the  head  of  any  administrations 
that  these  were  not  objects  deserving  the  care  and  attention  of  the 
Government.  I  think,  therefore*  that  the  Harbor  Bill,  negatived 
by  the  President,  raises  a  vital  question.  This  que  tion  was  put 
in  Congress,  it  has  been  put  since,  it  was  put  at  the  polls.  I  put  it 
now,  to  be  the  question,  whether  these  Internal  Improvements  of 
the  Lakes  and  Rivers,  shall  be  made,  or  shall  not  be  made  ;  and 
those  who  say  they  shall  not  be  made,  are  right  to  adhere  to  Mr. 
Polk;  and  those  who  say  they  shall  be  made,  and  must  be  made, 
and  (hey  will  have  them  made,  why  then,  they  have  the  work  in 
their  own  hands,  and  they  being  a  majority  of  the  people,  will  do  it, 
I  do  not  know  that  we,  of  the  East  and  North,  have  any  especial 
interest  in  this;  but  I  tell  you  that  we  of  the  East  think  that  we 
have  an  especial  interest  in  it.  I  have  thought  so,  at  least,  ever 
since  I  have  been  in  Congress,  and  I  believe  all  my  associates  from 
Massachusetts  have  also  thought  so.  We  think  we  have  an  inter- 
est) an  especial  interest,  in  manifesting  a  spirit  of  liberality  in  re- 
gard to  all  expenses  for  improvements  of  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, watered  by  the  Mississippi  and  the  Lakes,  We  think  it  be- 
longs, both  to  our  interest  and  our  reputation,  to  sustain  improve* 
ments  on  the  Western  waters." 

Now  let  us  not  be  carried  away  by  a  vague  notion  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates  has  no  power  to  make  Internal  Im- 
provements, ana  therefore,  does  not  authorize  expenditure?  on  an 
harbor.  We  are  speaking  of  things,  not.  by  any  general  name, 
not  by  classification  or  classes,  we  are  speaking  of  things  by 
phrases  descriptive  of  the  things  themselves.  We  call  a  harbor,  a 
harbor.  If  the  President  of  the  United  States  sv>js  that  is  a  mat- 
ter of  Internal  Improvement,  why  then,  I  say  that  the  name  can- 
not alter  the  thing,  the  thing  is  a  harbor.  And  does  not  every 
one  of  these  harbors  touch  navigable  waters  ?  Is  not  every  one  of 
them  on  the  shore  of  the  sea,  bay,  gulf,  or  navigable  river  ?  and  are 
not  the  navigable  waters  of  the  ocean,  the  gulf,  and  bays  and  riv- 
ers, are  they  not  all  for  commercial  purposes,  out  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  States,  and  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States? 

How  can  it  be  said  that  these  are  within  the  particular  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State's?  Wherever  the  money  is  so  expended,  it  is  ex- 
pended within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
purposes  conceded  to  it  by  the  Constitution,  that  is  to  say,  the 
regulation  and  protection  of  Commerce. 

But  now  let  us  go  to  the  origin  of  this  power.  Let  us  appeal 
from  the  opinions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  tire 
written  text  of  the  Constitution,  and  lei  us  see  what  that  is.  The 
power  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect,  is 
expressed  in  the  Constitution  in  a  very  few  words.  It  says,  that 
Congress  shall  haw  power  to  regulate  commerce  witii  jm\eign  na- 
tions, and  among  i/>e  several  Slates,  andv;i>h  the  Indian  tribes  ! 


m 

"'The  whole  force  is  concentrated  in  that  word  "  regulate."  Well, 
Mr.  Polk  liimseifja^nita  that  the  word  regulate,  as  applied  to  fa* 
eilities  for  foreign  U'-jde,;  does  extend  to  the  makimr  ©foe-aeons, 
piers,  and  light  houses;  but  his  whole, message  attempts  to  ;un  a 
distinct-ion  between  jareign  trade,  and  trade  between  the  Stains. 

But  the  power  over  each  is  given  in  the  same  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  the  very  same  words,  and  is  exactly  of  equal  leng  h 
and  breadth  with  the  other.  If  one  is.  denied,  both  are  denied — if 
one  is  conceded,  both  must  be  conceded.  It  is  impossible  to  sepa- 
rate them  by  any  argument  or  logical  process,  worthy  of  a  states- 
man's mind.  It  is  wholly  arbitrary  I  say,  without  the  least  founr 
dation,  to  say  that  Co  ;gress  may  make  provision  for  a  ha:  hor  ac- 
commodation for  foreign  commerce,  and  not  for  domestic  trade. 
Is  the  latter  not  as  impoitant  as  the  former?  Is  not  the  break- 
water at  the  month  of  the  Delaware  Bay,  as  important  for  the 
trade  of  Philadelphia  with  New  Orleans,  as  with  Liverpool?  and 
so  every  where  else  ?  Is  not  oar  coasiing  trade  one  of  tiie  largest 
branches  of  our  maratime  interest,  and  can  we  yet  do  nothing  f@r 
that  ? 

It  is  strange  thai  any  man  should  entertain  the  idea  that  such  a 
distinction  could  be  drawn.  I  have  before  me  a  long  list  of  acts  of 
Congress,  of  a  good  deal  of  importance,  as  I  think,  tending  o  show 
ihat  the  President  is  mistaken,  when  he  speaks  of  tire  acqnies- 
ence  and  approbation  of  the  people,  in  opinions  adverse  to  Harbor 
Improvements.  The  opinion,  both  of  Congress  and  the  peon'./, 
seems  quite  the  other  way, 

Gentlemen,   I  now  propose  to  quit 1  his  question.     In  Hie   free 
discissions  that  have  taken  place  on  it,  in  and  out  of  Congress-,  tiie 
argument  is  exhausted.     The  question  is,  whether  we  are  coave  ,  - 
ed,  and  whether  we  are  to  stand  up  to  our  convictions.     The  q\ 
lion  is,  whether  the  great  West,  so  important  a  pa; |  of  the  conntrj  ; 
bearing  its  share  of  ail  the  common  burdens,  is   to  be  struck  out,  oi 
sill  participation  in  the  benefits  which  are  bestowed,  iij  o    other  :  or- 
tions  of  the  Union?     I  think  net.     The   question       put ,aite©j«!r. 
I  expect  to  hear  an  answer  to  it  from  the  North,  North-West,  and 
the  South.     But,  then, T  do  not  rely   upon.  Conventions  aJf.sRJt 
phis,  at  St.  Louis;  1  do  not  rely  oa  resolutions.     I*rely  i   itk  ■■  ■  '  > 
position  of  the  people,  to  understand  what  their  constitutional  r 
are,  and  then  to  take  care  that  those  constitutions;]  rights  shall  be 
fairly  protected,  by  being  intrusted  to  proper  hands, 

But,  before  I  entirely  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  must  say 
a  word  upon  an   important  report  made  to  the  Senate   at  the  last 
Session,  by  a  Committee  to   whom  the  resolutions,  passed  i  i   I    . 
Memphis    Convention,   were  referred.     A  disiingu:si)ed   Sari 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  was  Chairman   of  th 
mii-tee,  and  framed  that  elaborate  report.     So  far  aa  he 
anything  done  he  Cmv.;r <--<=' .  tr,  hsv*   be-m    "'.  "~ .;ri? '">•.'  ■'        ,  ..     ■.    ..  . 
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ingihe  channel  of  a  river,  it  is  found  better  to  make  a  Canal 
arou  1  falls  vhich  are  in  it.,  I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  of  the 
powi  •  of  Congress  to  construct  such  a  Canal,  I  think,  for  in- 
star  .  that  Congress  has  power  to  purchase  the  Louisville  Canal 
around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  that  it  ought  to  exercise  that 
pows  .  now,  if  the  work  can  be  purchased  at  a  reasonable  price; 
and  t  at  the  Canal  should  then  be  free  to  all  who  have  occasion  to 
use  i  reserving  such  tolls  only,  as  should  be  sufficient  to  keep  the 
worl     in  repair. 

It  ems  to  me  that  these  propositions  all  flow  from  the  nature 
of  our  Government,  and  its  equal  power  over  trade  with  foreign 
nati'  ns,  and  among  the  States;  and  from  the  fact  resulting  from 
the;      towers,  that  the  Commerce  of  the  United  States  is  a  unit. 

I  ve  no  conception  of  any  such  thing,  as  seems  to  be  thought 
possil  le  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate,  that  is,  an 
exteri  al  commerce  existing  between  the  two  States,  carried  on  by 
the  1  .8  and  regulations  of  their  own,  whether  such  laws  and  reg- 
ulati     s  were  adopted  with  or  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 

I  not  understand  how  there  can  be  a  Pennsylvanian  ves  L 
built,  manned,  and  equipped  under  Pennsylvania  Laws,  trading  as 
such  ennsylvania  vessel  with  New  York  or  Maryland,  or  having 
any  :  hts  or  privileges  not  conferred  by  acts  of  Congress;  and 
cons  lently  that  the  idea  i  s  unfounded,  which  supposes  that  when 
only  vo  Staies  are  interes  ed  in  the  navigation  of  a  river,  or  its 
wats  touch  only  the  shores  of  two  States,  the  improvement  of 
such  j  iver  is  exclueded  from  the  power  of  Congress,  and  must  be 
left  !  .he  care  of  the  two  States  themselves,  under  an  agreement 
whic  i  they  may  enter  into,  with  the  consent  of  Congress,  for  that 
purp      5. 

In  my  opinion,  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  forbids 
a  S£ate  from  entering  into  any  alliance,  compact,  or  agreement 
with  another  State,  without  consent  of  Congress,  can  draw  after 
it  no  such  conclusion  as  that,  with  the  consent  of  Congress,  two 
States  ought  to  be  bound  to  improve  the  navigation  of  a  river 
which  separates  their  territories;  and  that,  therefore,  the  power 
of  (\.  egress  to  make  such  improvements,  is  taken  away.  A  river 
flown ig  between  two  States,  and  two  States  only,  may  be  highly 
important  to  the  commerce  of  the  whole  Union.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say,  bat  the  whole  argument  is  founded  on  the  notion  that  the  Con- 
stitution prohibits  more  than  two  States  from  entering  into  agree- 
men!     even,  with  the  consent  of  Congress. 

T:  is  manifestly  untenable.  The  Constitution  extends  as  fully 
to  a;  ments  between  three,  four  or  five  States,  as  between  two 
only,  :  nd  the  consent  of  Congress  makes  an  agreement  between 
live  as  valid  as  between  two.  If,  therefore,  two  States  can  improve 
rivei  .  itli  the  consent  of  Congress,  so  can  five  or  more;  and,  if  it 
be  a  sufficient  reason  for  denying  the  power  of  Congress  to  im» 
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prove  a  river  in  a  particular  cs.se,  that  two  Spates  can  themselves 
do  it,  having  first  obtained  the  consent  of  Congress,  is  an  equally 
valid  reason  in  the  case  where  five  or  tan  States  are  concerned. 
They,  too,  amy  do  the  same  thing,  with  the  consent  of  Congress. 
The  distinction,  therefore,  between  what  may  be  done  by  Congress, 
where  only  two  States  are  concerned,  with  a  river,  and  what  may 
be  clone  in  cases  where  more  than  two  are  so  connected,  entirely 
vanishes,  I  hold  the  whole  doctrine  ef  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, on  this  point,  to  be  unsound.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  power  to  construct  a  pier,  and 
the  power  to  construct  a  harbor.  I  think  that  a  single  pier,  of  it- 
self, affords  a  degree  of  shelter  and  protection  from  winds  and 
sens-;  that  two  parallel  piers  make  a  harbor ;  and  that,  if  one  pier 
may  be  rightfully  constructed,  it  is  no  extravagant  stretch  of  con- 
stitutional power  to  construct  another..  In  tine,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  Congress  does,  constitutionally,  possess  the  power  of  establish- 
ing lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  piers,  breakwaters,  and  harbors, 
on  the  ocean,  the  gulf,  the  lakes,  and  the  navigable  rivers;  that  it 
does  constitutionally  possess  the  power  of  improving  the  great 
rivers  of  the  country,  clearing  out  their  channels  by  deepening 
them  or  removing  obstructions,  in  order  to  render  navigation  upon 
them  more  safe  for  life  and  property  ;  and  that,  for  the  same 
reason,  Congress  may  construct  canals  around  falls  in  rivers,  in  all 
necessary  eases. 

All  this  authority,  in  my  opinion,  flows  from  the  power  over 
commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  conferred  on  Congress  by  the 
Constitution;,  end  if  auxiliary  considerations,  or  corroborative  ar- 
gument be  required,  they  are  found  in  two  facts,  viz:  1st,  That 
improvements,  such  as  have  been  mentioned,  whether  on  the  ocean 
or  the  gulf,  on  the  lakes  or  the  rivers,  are  improvements  which, 
from  their  nature,  are  such  as  no  single  State,  nor  any  number  of 
States,  can  make,  or  ought  to  be  called  on  to  make.  All  idea  of 
States  undertaking  such  improvements  is,  in  my  opinion,  prepos- 
terous. And,  in  the  second  place,  as  all  the  revenues  derived  from 
commerce  accrue  to  the  General  Government,  and  none  of  it  to 
the  States,  the  charge  of  improving  the  means  of  commerce  and 
commercial  intercourse,  by  such  works  as  have  been  mentioned, 
properly  devolves  on  the  Treasury  of  that  Government,  and  on 
that  Treasury  alone." 

I  shall  not  trouble  you,  gentlemen,  with  any  farther  reference 
to  opinions  expressed  by  me,  on  the  subject  of  Harbor  and  River 
Improvements. 

Every  successive  year,  and  I  may 
strengthens  and  confirms  these  opinic 
always  felt,  that  in  the  end  they  : 
think,  approaches.  At  the  last  ses 
Bill,  similar  in  principle  to  that  of  1 
both  Hoiifces  of  Congress,  but  il  passi 
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the  session  }  the  President  saw  fit  to  retain  it,  as  lie  had  the  power 
of  doing,  without  approving  or  returning  it ;  and  of  course  it  did 
not  become  a- law.  I  suppose  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  repeated 
loss  of  this  great  measure  by  the  refusal  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  co-operate  in  it,  has  been  the  immediate  cause  of  the  call- 
ing of  the  Convention  at  Chicago.  I  wish  all  possible  success  and 
favorable  results  to  the  deliberations  of  that  Convention.  It  may, 
I  trust  it  will,  do  much  good.  It  may  hasten  the  triumph  of  a 
cause,  which  is  most  assuredly  destined  to  triumph.  A  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  are  satisfied  that  the  power  to  make  these  im- 
provements does  exist  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Government  to  exercise  that 
power.  The  will  of  the  people  is  ascertained,  it  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, and  it  will  prevail.  Not  to  mention  other  cases,  I  ask  if  any- 
one imagines,  that  an  enlighted  community  will  long  consist,  that 
the  shipping  and  commercial  accommodations  of  the  City  of  Buffalo 
shall  all  be  pent  up  in  the  narrow  dimensions  of  Buffalo  Creek? 
or  does  any  one  suppose  that  any  government,  or  any  administra- 
tion, can  receive  any  support  and  confidence,  which  refuses  all 
Harbor  Improvements  to  the  city  in  which  the  Convention  is  now 
to  assemble  ?  Chicago,  a  commercial  place  of  recent  origin,  is  al- 
ready a  large  city.  It  is  the  seaport  of  Illinois.  It  is  now  acces- 
sible by  vessels  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  is  also  on  a  great 
line  of  internal  communication,  from  Boston  and  New  York,  io 
New  Orleans- — shall  it  have  no  convenient  Harbor?  Shall  it  be 
able  to  afford  no  safe  refuge  for  property  and  life,  from  the  storms 
which  vex  the  Lake  ? 

You  have  been  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  call  a  Convention  without 
regard  to  the  distinctions  of  party,  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  it  is  believed,  that  persons  belonging  to  a  party  which,  here- 
tofore, as  a  party,  has  strenuously  opposed  Harbor  Improvements, 
are  now  ready  to  join  in  measures  for. their  support.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  is  true.  I  have  no  doubt,  especial!)',  that  among  the  younger 
part  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  have  not  been,  in  times  past,  hope- 
lessly committed  on  these  subjects,  a  just  and  unprejudiced  opinion 
is  fast  making  its  way.  The  truth  is,  that  of  the  two  great  parties 
which  have  divided  the  country,  one  has  been  for  Internal  Im- 
provements, and  one  against  them  ;  but  in  this  latter  party,  indi- 
viduals have  been  found,  principally,  I  believe,  from  the  Western 
and  North  Western  States,  who  have  voted  for  such  Improve- 
ments, and  thereby  creating  a  majority  in  their  favor,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  against  the  general  voice  of  their  party,  and 
against  the  wishes  and  vetoes  of  the  Executive  Government. 
Broad  and  deep  as  has  been  the  division  of  parties,  yet  these  indi- 
viduals have  felt  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  clear  con- 
viction pf  what  the  public  good  requires,  to  reject  the  force  of  par- 
ty ties,  and  vote  with  their  opponents,  This  conduct  is  patriotic 
and  honorable,  and  J    hope  will  be  imitated  by  other-.     Inch  ■  :.  I 
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should  rejoice  to  see  that  which  has  so  long  been  a  party  question, 
become  a  National  question,  and  a  question  which  shall  have  but 
one  side  to  it.  I  should  r  joice  to  see  no  differ*  nee  of  opinion  on 
a  topic  of  such  vital  and  <  eneral  interest.  Thi:  however,  I  may, 
perhaps,  not  see ;  but  I  shall  sec,  I  am  sure,  the  cause  of  Internal 
Improvement  triumph,  by  decided  majorities,  I  shall  see  the 
Lake  Harbors  improved,  and  new  ones  construe:  1 ;  I  shall  see  the 
noble  Rivers  of  the  West  cleared  of  their  obstructions  ;  I  shall  see, 
the  great  internal  interest,:  of  the  country  prote  ed  and  advanced 
by  a  wise,  liberal,  and  constitutional  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the 
Government. 

In  laying  this  communication  before  the  Convention,  I  pray  yon, 
gentlemen,  to  tender  to  its  members  my  persoi  al  regards,  and  I 
pray  you  also,  to  accept  for  yourselves,  my  espeefs  and  good 
wishes. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 
To  Messrs.  N.  B.  Judd,  E.  W.  Tracy,  Thos.  Ho)  ne,  W.  B.  Ogden, 

S.  J.  Lowe,  G.  W.  Meeker,  and  W.  L.   Whiting,  Committee. 


The  remarks  of  Mr.  Spencer  of  N.  Y.  on  I)  3  introduction  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  contain  the  only 
formal  exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Committee  which  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  are  necessa'  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  some  of  the  pi  ^positions  submitted.  With  the  advice 
of  numerous  Delegates,  the  Committee  on  the  publication  of  the 
proceedings  have  concluded  to  insert  those  remarks  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, believing  they  would  thereby  render  1  n  acceptable  ser- 
vice to  those  interested  in  the  subject,  and  would  not  depart 
from  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  appointing  tin    l. 

They  are  informed  by  Mr.'S.  that  in  preparing  them  for  the 
press,  he  has  adhered  as  closely  as  his  memory  would  permit  to 
the  chain  of  argument  pre  5ented  to  the  Convention;  but  that  he- 
has  amplified  with  such  ill  Lstrations  as  he  thou:  ht  would  be  use- 
ful, and  which  he  was  y  evented  from  presi  ,ing  to  the  Con- 
vention by  the  state  of  his  health  and  by  his  unwillingness 'to  de. 
tain  the  Delegates. 

REMARKS  OF  JOHN  C.  &PENCEK 

Mr.  John  C.  Spencer  of  N.  Y.  rose  after  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  and  addressed  the  Conven- 
tion substantially  as  follow-  : 
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A  r  thanking  the  members  of  the  Convention  for  the  cordial 
and  i  ottering  welcome  they  had  given  him,  he  said  he  would  not 
abase  their  kindness  by  protracted  remarks  beyond  what  the  occa- 
sion i  eemed  to  require.  Some  of  the  proposition  reported,  re- 
quire I  explanations,  while  others  contained  assertions,  the  proof  of 
whi<  should  be  exhibited  before  they  were  sanctioned  by  this 
me-  g,  and  the  general  result  of  the  whole  series  should  be  stated 
and       istrated.     This  duty  he  Avould  now  undertake. 

I  .vould  assume  that  every  one  who  heard  him  was  aeqaainted 
wis  the  language  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  instead 
of  i  ling  it,  he  should  in  most  instances  merely  refer  to  the  clause 
beai  g  upon  the  matter  under  consideration.  The  question  wl  ich 
he  should  first  examine,  related  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress o  appropriate  the  common  funds  of  the  people  of  this  Union 
to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Lakes  and  naviga- 
ble vers  of  the  interior,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  existing  commerce 
ami  the  States,  and  to  open  new  avenues  and  cliannels  lor  that 
co];.       rce. 

A  stranger,  unacquainted  with  the  disputes  which  have  arisen, 
wo-.  he  struck  with  surprise  at  the  existence  of  a  doubt  whether 
any  human  government  could  be  so  badly  constituted  as  to  be  inca- 
pable  of  applying  the  means  at  its  disposal,  to  the  protection  raid 
mair.  iiaime  of  any  essential  interests  of  the  community  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  instituted.  The  exchange  among  themselves  of  the 
prod  its  of  a  people  inhabiting  different  climes,  cultivating  differ- 
ent sods,  and  employed  in  occupations  of  almost  infinite  variety, 
wou  [  naturally  be  supposed  to  be  the  Yery  first  object  of  any  Gov- 
ernment established  by  such  a  people.  That  exchange  being  de- 
peno,  it  wholly  upon  the  facilities  of  transportation,  the  end  to  be 
attain  d  can  be  effected  only  by  creating  or  improving  such  facili- 
ties. To  suppose  a  Government  framed  deliberately  by  a  people 
in  su<  li  manner,  as  to  deprive  it  of  a  power  possessed  by  every 
other  I  Government  on  the  lace  of  the  earth, — a  power  to  enable  its 
citiz  is  to  reach  a  market  with  the  products  of  their  industry,  and 
to  return  with  the  exchanges  of  other  portions  of  their  country  and 
off  ign  lands — would  be  imputing  a.  degree  of  fatuity  to  our  an- 
eest<  .  : — to  the  strong  heads  and  full  and  brave  hearts  that  carried 
us  li.  >ugh  our  ruvolutionary  struggle,  which  no  descendant  of 
thein  ought  to  be  willing  to  acknowledge; — and  y9.i  this  is  our;  re- 
cise  ndition  in  relation  to  internal  trade,  unless  the  power  refer- 
ed  l"  is  vested  in -the  Fed<  ral  Government.  I  speak  now  of  that 
internal  trade  which  is  described  in  the  Constitution  as  "commerce 
among  the  States/'  and  which  requires  for  its  regulation  the  con- 
currence of  two  or  more  Sates.  The  prohibition  in  that  instru- 
ment, that  "no  State  shall  enter  into  anj^  treaty,  alliance  or  con- 
federation," (§  10,  1st  art..)  would  apparently  interpose  an  insa- 
peral  le  obstacle  to  any  preliminary  treaty  to  secure  the  necessary 
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concurrence.  There  is  an  apparent  conflict  between  this  and  an- 
other prohibition  of  the  same  instrument,  that  "  No  State  shall 
without  the  consent  of  Congress;  enter  into  any  agreement  orcom^ 
pact  with  another  State,"' — (&ime  ft**:  §  2  sub.)  This  ..last  elause', 
libwev  sr,  eannot  be  supposed  t<    :-  ldediha't  any  States  could 

by  compact,  even  wi  h  th  ent'i      Oongi  "-'.      jurisdiction 

Tims,  it  cannot  '      A  or  more  States  co  ild  bj  compact  regu^ 

late  eommerc  i  with  foreig  i  nations;  and  especially  for  the  reasons 
which  will  subsequent!}  appear,  the  framers  of  the  Constit 
could  not  have  been  willing  to  throw  such  an  -*>}>]>Ie  of  .discord,  as 
to  allow  them  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  Slate?, — M  power 
which  was  carefully  withheld  for  inosit  powerful  reasons.  It  doubt- 
less refers  to  those  agreements  whieh  execute  themselves,  and  do 
not  look  to  future  co-operation,  which  would  be  an  alliance. — - 
Questions  of  boundary,  or  relating  to  common  fisheries  or  other 
common  property,  might  with  propriety  be  amicably  settled  by  the 
States  interested.  Bui  still  the  assent  of  Congress,  was  required  as 
a  cheek  upon  any  attempt  to  form  an  "alliance  or  confederation." 
As  any  agreement  to  regulate  commerce  among  themselves  would 
necessarily  require  an  alliance  for  their  common  protection,  such 
an  agreement  would  fall  within  the  absolute  prohibition  of  the  Con- 
stitution. And  if  it  fell  within  the  other  clause,  which  it  floes  not, 
still  the  independent  power  of  the  State  is  effectually  denied  by 
requiring  the  permission  of  Congress.  But  the  views  already  pre- 
sented, it  is  presumed,  sufficiently  show  that  it  is  impossible  there 
could  be  even  a  contingent  concurrent  power  over  a  subject  that. 
from  its  nature  required  exclusive  control  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment. We  may  safely  conclude,  therefore,  that  all  power  over  for- 
eiga  commerce,  or  commerce  among  the  States,  is  absolutely  pro- 
hibited to  the  States. 

Since,  then,  it  has  been  shown  that  the  power  in  question  ought 
to  be  possessed  by  some  one  of  the  two  Governments  under  which 
we  live,  and  that  it  is  not  vested  in  the  State  Governments,  we 
are  furnished  at  the  threshhold  of  the  inquiry,  with  the  fair  pre- 
sumption that  it  does  exist  in  the  Federal  Government.  An  inves- 
tigation of  the  history  of  the  debates  in  the  Convention  that  formed 
the  Constitution,  affords  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  pow- 
er was  intended  to  be  given  to  that  Government,  in  the  broadest 
amplitude  declared  b y  the  propositions  under  discussion.  Whoev- 
er reads  those  debates  will  find,  thai  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
imposts,  given  to  Congress,  and  the  denial  of  that  power  to  the 
States,  except  for  special  purposes,  (and  even  then  to  pay  the  pro- 
ceeds into  the  National  Treasury.)  were  considered  in  connexion 
-with  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  and  that  the  limitations  of 
the  latter  were  intended  to  correspond  exactly  with  the  former — in 
other  words,  thai  by  the  clause  io  regulate  commerce  it  was  rritende  1 
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lo  give  to  Congress  an  authority  commensurate  with  the  means, 
and  to  impose  a  duty  in  the  application  <5f  those  menns,  correspond- 
ent with  the  objects  which  it  was  supposed  the  several  States  would 
seek  to  promote  if  they  retained  them. 

The  ground  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  vest  in  Congress  the 
exclusive*  po\ver  to  levy  Impost  severe,  1st.  to  secure  a  uniform  rule 
by  which  foreign  trade  would  be  governed;  2d,  to  preverit'corffiicts 
among  the  States  ;  3d;  to  obviate  the  danger  of  the  Atlantic  States 
taxing  the  Western  and  interior  States,  by  imposing  duties  on  goods 
passing  through  them,  in  order  to  promote  their  own  interests  at 
the  expense  of  their  neighbors  ;  and  it  was  particularly  mentioned 
that  there  was  danger  of  the  Atlantic  States  opposing  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  This  last  view  was 
pressed  particularly  by  Governeur  Morris,  a  delegate  from  Ne;»v- 
York.  Mr.  Clymer,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  objected  to  the 
grant  of  all  the  revenues  derived  from  imposts  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, because  he  thought  "  the  encouragement  of  the  Western 
country  was  suicide  on  the  part  of  the  old  States."  This  discus- 
sion, and  particularly  the  last  remark,  indicate  with  the  clearness 
and  force  of  concentrated  sunbeams  from  heaven,  the  objects  and 
motives  of  the  men  who  formed  our  Constitution.  They  had  them- 
selves passed  through  the  perils  of  the  revolution,  and  the  equal 
perils  ot  the  confederation.  They  knew  what  were  the  future 
dangers  to  be  apprehended.  They  were  unwilling  to  subject  their 
offspring  and  their  brethren,  who  should  emigrate  to  the  West,  to 
the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  the  old  States;  but  determined,  in 
the  spirit  of  liberality  which  common  suffering  had  produced,  that 
the  American  people,  whether  at  the  West  or  at  the  East,  should 
be  one, — one  out  of  many — one  out  of  many  in  interest,  one  in  affec- 
tion, in  protection,  and  one  in  glory  and  honor.  They  resolved  by  an 
overwhelming  vote,  that  the  revenues  derived  from  imposts  should  ' 
be  placed  in  trust  ibv  the  whole,  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  to  enable  it  to  apply  those  and  all  other  general 
funds,  they  gave  to  the  same  Government  the  power  "to  regulate 
•commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  States;" — and  the 
occasion  and  manner  of  giving  this  power,  as  well  as  the  arguments 
for  and  against  it,  demonstrated  what  they  meant  by  "commerce 
among  the  States." 

There  are  other  facts  and  occurrences  in  the  debates  which  con- 
firm this  conclusion  ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  .detain  you  by  quoting 
them,  and  prefer  to  let  the  great  incident  which  has  been  quoted 
stand  out  in  all  its  strength  and  force,  as  a  landmark  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

In  seeking  for  the  meaning  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
in  the  use  of  the  term  "  regulate  commerce."  we  have  a  right  to 
interpret  it  as  it  has  ever  has  been  understood  in  all  treaties,  laws 
and    public  documents  ;    and  that    interpretation    has    universally 
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giyen  to  the  word  "regulate/'  the  utmost  lattil 
the  most  complete  control  of  the  subject,  v.  hit 
or  set  of  words  in  the  language  can  impart.  I 
familiar  to  those  who  thus  used  it. 

Another  source  of  construction  is  to  be  found 
Government,  particularly  when  it  was  compose 
good  men  who  had  been  members  of  the  Coi 
one  month  after  the  Government  began,  urate:, 
namely,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1789,  an  act  was  p 
and  approved  and  signed  by  Washington,  "  f< 
of  lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons  and  public  piers;' 
such  of  the  said  works  a  had  been  construct 
should  be  maintained  by  the  Federal  Governm< 
ized  anew  lighthouse.  The  further  history  of 
subjects.  I  propose  to  give  in  the  language  of  a 
Gen.  Jackson,  in  his  Message  of  "December, 
tice  of  defraying  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Li  . 
penses  incurred  by  the  establishment  and  sup- 
beacons,  buoys  and  public  piers,  within  the  baj  s 
and  ports  of  the  United  S  ales,  to  render  the  nav 
and  easy,  is  coeval  with  the  adoption  of  the  Co 
been  continued  without  interruption  or  dispute." 

Such,  then,  are  the  facts  of  the  case  :    such  hi 
ied  construction  of  the  power  to    "  regulate  com. 
respect  and  confidence  is  it  entitled?    I  prefer  a 
answer  in  the  language  of  Gen.  Jackson,  in  his 
the  Maysville   road   bill:     "For  although  it  is  th 
look  to  that    sacred    instrument    (the   Constituti 
Statute  book,  to  repudiate  at  ail  times  encroachi. 
which  are  too  apt  to  be  effected  by  the  conjunctio 
facilitating  circumstances,  it  is  rot  less  true,   tin.: 
and  the  nature  of  our  political  institutions,  requ  c 
differences  should  yield  to  a  well-settled  acquiesce 
and  confederated  authorities, in  particular  cons;;  in 
siitution  on  doubtful  points.     Not  to  concede  this  i 
of  our  institutions,  would  impair  their  stability,  an 
jects  of  the  Constitution  itself."     I  do  not  quote  ti 
new,  or  extraordinary,  but   because,    coming  froir 
whose  heart  was  always  i 
been  the  errors  of  his  hea 
position  to  latitudinarian 
confidence  by  many,  than 
from  other  eminent  states 
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*At  a  subsequent  period  of  ''\q  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  a  delegate  of- 
fered a  resolution  declaring  the  necessity  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to 
enable  Congress  to  make  appropriations  for  "internal  improvements;"  and 
stated  that  it  was  taken  from  the  same  Message  of  General  Jackson,  in  relation 
to  the  Maysville   road,  which  lias   already  been  quoted  from  by  Mr.  Spencer. — 
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We  Lave  now  i 
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communication^  between  and  among  different  Stales.  And  a  sound 
judgment,  aided  by'eommon  honesty,  will  encounter  no  greater 
difficulties  in  determining  upon  the  facts  of  the  case,  what  is  the 
fair  and  legitimate  purpose  of  the  proposed  improvement,  than  such 
as  must  be  una  in  legislating  upon  any  subject  within  the  competency 
of  Congress— -mad  being  thus  eminently  and  peculiarly  a  question  of 
fact,  iis  determination  appropriately  belongs  to  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  which  possesses  the  means  of  ascer* 
taining  the  facts.  But  in  truth  the  disputes  respecting  the  extent 
and  limitation  of  this  power,  have  been  theoretical  rather  than 
practical,  and  have  arisen  from  dealing  more  with  words  than  with 
tilings.  Let  it  be  our  object  to  bring  the  discussion  hack  to  the  few 
elementary  principles  and  the  plain  facts  upon  winch  alone  it  should 
be  considered. 

There  are  some  collateral  facts  and  considerations  to  strengthen 
and  confirm  the  conclusion  that  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce  ; 
among-  the  States,"  authorizes  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  harbors  and  the  navigation  of  rivers  in  the  interior,  when  such 
improvements  fall  within  the  limitations  already  mentioned.  One 
of  these,  is  the  fact  that  the  Federal  Government  has  established 
light  houses  at  various  points  on  the  lakes,  and  at  the  mouths  of; 
rivers  emptying  into  th^m.  and  that  this  has  been  done  without 
a  murmur  of  objection  from  any  quarter,  in  or  out  of  Congress,  of 
any  want  of  Constitutional  authority.  This  authority  can  be  de- 
rived only  from  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  for  there  is  no 
other  that  has  any  connexion  whatever  with  the  subject.  The 
authority  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  places  ceded  by  the 
States  for  torts,  magazines,  and  other  needful  buildings,  is  not  an 
authority  to  erect  such  buildings,  but  proceeds  on  the  assumption 
that  such  authority  a  'ready  existed.  It,  therefore,  gives  no  pow- 
er for  the  building  of  light  houses.  But  it  does  contain  a  most 
important  implication,  namely,  that  Congress  may  authorize  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  and  other  needful  buildings,  although 
1.0  explicit  power  for  that  purpose  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  practice  of  the  Government,  from  its  foundation,  "  with- 
out interruption  or  dispute,''  under  the  power  "  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  | 
and  oilier  property  of  the  United  States,"  has  a  conclusive  bear- 
ing upon  the  question.  Under  this  power,  money  and  land  have 
been  appropriated  to  construct  roads,  clear  out  rivers,  connect 
streams,  and  in  various  ways  to  improve  communications  through 
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in  what  pari  of  the  Constitution  km  mch  pawner  found?  h  is  (o  he 
ibund  only  in  the  clause  quoted — "to  make  needful  rules  and 
regulations."  For  a  grant  of  money  from  the  Treasury,  for  such 
purposes,  cannot,  without  violence  to  aU  reasonable  construction, 
be  considered  an  act  under  the  power  "  to  dispose  of  "  the  territory 
or  other  property. 

Another  consideration  in  favor  of  the  construction  for  which  sve 
contend,  arises  from  the. acts  of  the  Federal  Government  in -ex- 
tending  its  jurisdiction,  for  other  than  revenue  purposes^  over  the 
interior  rivers  and  lakes.  I  have  never  heard  a  doubt  expressed, 
and  certainly  none  was  intimated  in  Congress,  of  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act  of  1838',  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  lives  of" 
passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  by  steam.  By  this 
act,  steam  vessels  navigating  the  sea,  or  the  Lakes  Champlaim, 
Ontaiio,  Erie,  Huron,  Superior  and  Michigan,  which  are  specifi- 
cally named,  or  any  bays,  lakes,  rivers  or  other  navigable  streams 
of  the  United  States,  arc  required  to  be  inspected  by  officers  ap- 
pointed under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  to  take  out 
licenses  from  them,  and  are  subject  to  forfeiture  and  heavy  penal- 
ties for  violating  the  provisions  of  the  law.  No  one  will  doubt, 
the  wisdom,  nay.  the  absolute  necessity  for  such  a  law  ; — a  ne- 
cessity arising  not  only  from  the  ignorance  and  recklessness  of 
ihove  having  charge  of  steam  vessel? — but  a  still  stronger  neces- 
sity that  such  a  law  should  be  passed  by  the  Federal  Government 
and  enforced  by  its  tribunals,  arising  from  the  utter  inability  of 
the  States  separately  to  regulate  the  subject.  And  here  is  a  re- 
markable instance  and  proof  of  the  extent  which  must  be  given  to 
the  power  ';  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States,"  in  order  that 
the  General  Government  may  fulfil  the  duties  and  perform  the 
Junctions  lor  which  it  was  created. 

A  similar  instance  is  furnished  by  the  more  recent  act  of  1845, 
giving  jurisdiction  to  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States  in 
matters  of  contract  and  tort,  "  arising  in,  or  upon,  or  concerning 
.  steamboats  and  other  vessels  of  twenty  tons  burden  and  upwards, 
enrolled  and  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade,  and  at  The  time  em- 
ployed in  business  or  navigation  and  commerce  between  ports  and 
places  in  different  States  and  Territories,  upon  the  lakes  and  navi- 
gable waters  connecting  such  lakes,"  Here  is  a  description  of 
commerce  among  the  States,  essentially  like  that  for  which  we 
contend,  and  here  is  an  assertion  of  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  to  exercise  admiralty  and  maratime  jurisdiction  over  that 
commerce.  The  difficulties  and  embarrassments  experienced  by 
the  United  States  Courts  in  enforcing  contracts  and  punishing 
wrongs  and  trespasses,  made  or  committed  in  the  eases  desvribed, 
are  familiar  to  proa  ssmnal  men.  And  it  is  equally  well  known 
that  the  State  Courts  wme  totally  inadequate  to  ;•.!  brd  any  remedy 
ia  that  class  of  cases.  And  febis  law  may  also  he  cited  as  a  most 
happy    illustration   of   the    extent  of   the    meaning  of   the  power 
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There  are  other  instances  of  the  exercise  of  similar  jurisl  :tion, 
particularly  the  laws  requiring  hospital  money  from  mariners  nav- 
ig  :'i^  IT  *  lakes  and  interior  rivers, — bat  it  is  not  deemed  neces- 
sary to  dwell  on  them. 

Lere  en,  we  take  a  position  which  we  believe  to  be  in;  ireg- 
n  -.  By  these  acts,  the  absolute  necessity  of  which  is-undenia- 
Government  lias  asserted,  and  rightfully  main- 
lictioD  over  that  "  commence  among  the  States" 
1  is  within  the  grant  of  the  power  of  Cor.  ress. 
has  been  actually  exercised  by  its  Courts,  with- 
out question  or  dispute,  and  no  one  has  had  the  hardihood  to  ques- 
tion the  constitutionality  of  these  laws. 

If  then,  Congress  may  thus  regulate  commerce  among  the  Slates 
in  these  various  modes,  by  what  authority  and  under  what  pretext 
its  power  be  circumscribed  to  these  modes,  and  prevented 
from  operating  in  any  other  mode  of  regulating  the  same  .-om- 
merce?  Those  who  would  maintain  such  a  limitation  of  the.  pow- 
er of  Congress,  must  be  driven  to  the  point  of  denying  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  laws  quoted,  and  thus  rendering  our  whole  form 
of  Government  "  a  mockery — a  delusion."  And  to  the  Federal 
Government  have  we  not  a  right  to  say,  you  have  gone  too  tar  in 
regulating  commerce  among  the  States,  to  recede  from  you.  jsb 
tion  or  to  justify  you  in  refusing  to  advance  in  the  same  line,  as 
far  as  the  exigencies  of  the  subject  and  the  paramount  int  Tests 
of  the  people  require.  You  are  precluded  by  your  own  acts. 
You  have  acknowledged  this  commerce  among  the  States,  to  be  a 
National  subject ;  you  have  "regulated"  it  as  such  in  various 
modes,  and  to  be  consistent  you  must  proceed  in  your  regulation 
to  afford  the  necessary  facilities  to  that  commerce,  or  you  must 
renounce  the  jurisdiction  you  have  assumed,  and  leave  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  a  worse  condition  than  that  in  which,  they 
were  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

Here,  then,  I  rest  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  power  of  ;  >n- 
gress  to  regulate  our  internal  commerce,  by  granting  it  facilities 
to  the  full  extent  already  indicated.  Such  a  power  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  well  being  of  any  people;  it  is  not  possessed  by 
the  States ;  it  ought  to  be  vested  in  the  Federal  Govenr  at ; 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  so  to  vest  it ;  the  I  ov- 
ernment  itself  has  received  and  exercised  it  with  the  saner  1  of 
the  whole  people,  in  a  ma7iner  that  defines  its  extent ;  and  the 
whole  legislation  of  Congress  upon  the  most  important  righ;  and 
interests  of  the  citizens,  must  be  overturned,  and  the  'rest 
anarchy  and  confusion  must  ensue,  if  the  principle  be  aban- 
doned. 

k>ut  I  am  not  disposed  to  leave  our  adversaries  in  possession  of 
ground  which  they  have    appropriated  to  themselves,  as  lb  lieve 
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unwarrantably.  They  vindicate  the  appropriations  made  for  the 
improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  legitimately  within  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  because  such  commerce  is  national, 
and  they  deny  this  character  to  commerce  among  the  States.  But 
we  maintain  that  whatever  subject  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Federal  Government,  is  by  the  very  fact,  National ;  that  the 
Union  of  the  States  is  National  not  only  in  its  relations  to  foreign 
countries,  but  equally  so  in  its  relations  to  the  several  States. 
And  it  would  by  no  means  follow  that  a  subject  ceased  to  be  Na- 
tional by  its  want  of  connexion  with  our  foreign  commerce.  The 
conclusion  does  not  flow  from  the  premises.  But  the  premises 
are  unsound.  Foreign  commerce  consists  of  two  parts,  imports 
and  exports,  and  ex  vi  termini,  exports  not  only  constitute  a  por- 
tion of  foreign  commerce,  but  are  the  elements  by  which  alone 
it  can  be  conducted. 

Upon  what  principle  will  you  stop  short  in  the  protection  of 
foreign  commerce-,  at  the  wharf  at  which  your  exports  are  put  on 
board  a  ship  bound  to  a  foreign  port  ?  Is  not  that  cargo  as  much 
an  export  while  it  is  descending  a  navigable  stream  to  reach  the 
wharf,  as  it  is  when  it  arrives  there  ?  And  if  the  same  cargo  is 
obliged  to  be  transported  over  our  great  Lakes,  to  be  carried  to 
its  destined  wharf,  is  it  therefore  any  less  an  export  ?  And  does 
it  lose  its  character  fyy  being  transmitted  down  a  river  emptying 
into  a  lake,  for  the  same  purpose  ? 

Again,  when  does  an  importation  from  abroad  lose  its  character 
of  an  import  in  a  commercial  sense  ?  Is  the  hogshead  of  molasses 
or  the  bale  of  woolens,  any  less  an  import  at  Cleveland  where  it  is 
broken  up  and  retailed,  than  it  was  at  New  York  where  it  was  en- 
tered at  the  Custom  House  ? 

The  truth  is,  internal  trade  is  but  the  extension  of  foreign  im- 
port, distributing  its  freights.  And  it  is  also  the  beginning  of  our 
foreign  exports  ;  and  practically  they  are  one  and  the  same,  and 
any  discrimination  in  the  protection  of  the  Government  to  one  in 
exclusion  of  the  other,  is  as  absurd  as  would  be  a  law  to  protect 
the  body  by  cutting  off  all  nourishment.  And  a  dispute  between 
them  would  be  equal  in  point  of  reasonableness,  to  a  quarrel  be- 
tween the  arm  and  the  hand. 

Our  simple,  plain  and  precise  ground,  therefore,  is,  that  the 
same  considerations  which  justify  and  require  appropriations  for 
facilitating  foreign  commerce,  are  equally  applicable  to  in- 
ternal trade  embraced  in  the  term,  "  Commerce  among  the 
States." 

The  propositions  submitted  by  the  Committee,  state  that  there 
are  peculiar  dangers  in  the  navigation  of  the  Lakes  from  the  want 
of  harbors,  and  of  many  of  our  rivers  from  snags  and  other  ob- 
structions. To  such  an  audience,  and  at  such  a  place  as  this,  it 
would  be  a  mere  waste  of  time  to  dwell  on  these   dangers.     But 
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as  these  remarks  may  reach  others  not  so  well  informed,  allow  me 
to  make  some  brief  quotations  from  a  report  of  the  brave,  gallant 
and  lamented  Captain  Williams,  who  fell  so  nobly  at  the  taking 
of  Monterey,  made  by  him  in  1842  to  the  Chief  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau. 

"  Chicago,  he  says,  is  the  only  harbor  on  that  lake,  (Michigan,) 
the  shores  of  which  comprise  a  developement  of  coast  of  about  900 
miles.  Milwaukie  affords  no  shelter  for  vessels  during  a  storm, 
and  even  in  calm  weather  it  is  difficult  of  access.  At  the  mouth 
of  Kalamazoo  river  a  large  ship  (the  Milwaukie)  was  driven 
from  its  moorings,  where  it  was  taking  in  a  cargo  of  wheat,  and 
wrecked  in  the  vicinity,  with  the  loss  of  nine  of  her  crew.  Thus, 
from  the  time  a  vessel  leaves  Chicago,  she  has  no  place  of  shelter 
until  she  reaches  the  northern  outlet  of  the  lake,  at  the  Straits  of 
Mackinac,  or  by  taking  refuge  under  the  lee  of  the  islands  at  the 
northern  part  of  the  lake.  After  passing  the  Straits  of  Macki- 
nac, proceeding  eastward,  we  enter  Lake  Huron,  which  extends 
220  miles  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  yet  upon  the  whole  coast 
there  is  not  a  single  harbor  construction  effected." 

We  all  know  the  difficulties  of  the  Flats  in  the  St.  Clair  river, 
which  so  seriously  impede  navigation,  and  which  can  be  so  easily 
made  navigable. 

From  the  head  of  Lake  Erie  to  Buffalo,  a  distance  of  330  miles, 
there  is  but  one  place  of  security  for  vessels  during  a  gale,  and 
that  is  at  Erie,  where  they  may  lie  under  the  lee  of  the  islands. 
All  hei  e  know  that  vessels,  during  storms,  have  been  driven  back 
to  this  place  for  the  whole  distance  from  Buffalo,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hazards  of  entering  the  nominal  harbors  on  this 
lake. 

Capt.  Williams  remarks  that  there  is  greater  danger  in  naviga- 
ting the  lakes  than  the  ocean,  because,  "  upon  the  lakes,  there  is 
at  all  times  a  dangerous  proximity  of  coast,  upon  which  vessel* 
are  liable  to  be  thrown  in  a  long  continued  gale,  while  on  the  ocean 
there  is  room  to  drift  until  the  storm  be  over."  The  only  remedy 
is  obviously  harbors  with  spacious  entrances. 

Not  having  accurate  information  of  the  details,  I  can  only  allude 
in  general  terms  to  the  immense  losses  of  vessels  and  property  and 
the  destruction  of  human  life,  which  annuallv  occur,  particularly 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  season  of  navigation.  I  have  heard 
it  estimated  that  the  value  of  property  thus  lost  in  five  years,  would 
improve  all  the  harbors  on  the  lakes  to  the  necessary  extent.  This 
is  in  itself  sufficiently  afflicting.  But  what  shall  we  say  of  that 
neglect  which  consigns  to  watery  graves  the  gallant  sailors  whose 
exposure  to  accidents  is  always  so  great  and  immenent  ?  I  will 
not  trust  myself  to  speak  on  this  point,  for  fear  that  I  may  forget 
the  decorum  due  the  occasion.  But  I  commend  it  to  the  consider- 
ation of  all  who  have  human  sympathies. 

The  danger  of  the  navigation  of  the  MissisBipi  and  its  tribnta- 
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ries,  are  so  notorious  and  so  appaling,  that  I  need  but  thus  briefly 
allude  to  them. 

The  consideration  of  these  dangers  in  the  navigation  of  the 
lakes,  leads  to  the  mention  of  another  and  undoubted  source  of  pow- 
er in  the  Federal  Government  to  provide  harbors  of  shelter  on 
these  lakes.  No  one  can  say  how  soon  the  elements  of  discord 
may  convert  into  belligerents  the  nation  whose  citizens  and  sub- 
jects reside  on  the  different  sides  of  those  great  waters,  and  when 
the  shock  of  arms  comes,  as  many  suppose  it  must  come,  the  con- 
test there  must  be  carried  on  by  ships  and  steamers.  How  can 
that  contest  be  urged  without  harbors  for  the  shelter  of  our  Navy? 
It  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that  the  stars  and  stripes  may  be 
pursued  by  superior  force,  but  it  is  indispensable  that  the  vessels 
which  bear  them  aloft,  should  have  places  of  rendezvous,  and  re- 
fitting, and  refuge  against  gales  and  storms.  The  harbors  requir- 
ed for  such  a  purpose  cannot  be  constructed  in  a  day.  And  when 
the  time  arrives  for  their  use,  it  will  be  too  late  to  prepare  them. 
Does  not  ordinary  prudence  require  that  the  power  to  maintain  a 
Navy  should  be  promptly  exerted  in  view  of  possible  events, — and 
especially  when  the  interests  of  commerce  so  imperiously  demand 
their  immediate  construction? 

The  amount  of  the  trade  carried  on  upon  the  lakes  west  of  Buf- 
falo has  been  the  subject  of  some  inquiry  by  Col.  Abert,  the  dis- 
tinguished and  very  able  Chief  of  the  Topographical  Corps,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  suggestion  which  I  made  to  him  when  we  were  official- 
ly connected.  In  his  last  report  on  the  subject,  made  November 
1,  1845,  he  estimates  from  returns  made  to  him,  that  the  import 
and  export  trade  of  the  various  ports  on  the  lakes  was  $1 00,000,- 
000.  This  estimate  does  not  include  lake  Ontario  nor  lake  Cham- 
plain,  i 

The  President  of  the  United  States  in  his  Message  of  Decem- 
ber, 1846,  states  the  value  of  all  the  exports  of  the  United  States 
at  $10,2,141,893. 

It  is  by  such  comparisons  only  that  we  can  form  an  idea  of  the 
vast  amount  of  this  portion  of  our  internal  commerce.  Is  it  not  an 
interest  demanding  in  tones  which  cannot  be  disregarded,  the  equal 
and  just  protection  of  the  Government? 

From  a  very  able  statistical  report  furnished  us  by  the  delegates 
from  Missouri,  we  learn  that  the  amount  of  cargoes  received  at 
New  Orleans  in  1846,  from  the  upper  country,  transported  on  the 
Western  rivers,  was  $77,193,464 ;  and  that  the  number  of  steam- 
boats running  upon  the  Western  rivers  during  the  same  year,  was 
1190,  whose  aggregate  value  was  more  than  $16,000,000. 

These  statistics,  imperfect  as  they  necessarily  must  be,  give  us 
.some  idea  of  the  mighty  torrent  of  trade  which  is  rushing  from  the 
fertile  and  boundless  West  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  man,  and  to  ex- 
change for  the  products  of  other  climes. 

Can  any  one  be  so  infatuated  as  to  suppose    that  ihrs  vast  roll- 
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ing  volume  can  be  impeded  by  the  mere  caprice  and  whims  of 
visionaries,  who  seem  to  be  reading  the  stars  while  the  world  is 
running  past  them  ? 

One  of  the  propositions  reported,  complains  of  the  disproportion 
between  the  appropriations  made  to  improve  the  facilities  of  com- 
merce in  the  harbors,  rivers  and  Lays  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
those  made  for  similar  purposes  on  the  interior  lakes  and  rivers. 

A  report  of  Col.  Abert,  made  to  Congress  in  December  last,  of 
all  the  appropriations  made  since  1806  for  roads  and  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors  and  rivers,  shows  an  aggregate  of  $17,199,000, 
of  which  $2,861,964  were  for  the  harbors  of  the  lakes  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  rivers  at  the  Northwest — about  one-sixth  of  the 
whole.  It  is  needless  to  speak  of  the  gross  inequality  of  this  ap- 
portionment of  common  funds,  to  those  who  know  the  vast  and 
teeming  population  which  is  occupied  or  interested  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Western  lakes  and  rivers. 

You  were  doubtless  surprised  at  one  of  the  propositions  report- 
ed, which  contains  such  an  obvious  truth  that  it  scarcely  required 
to  be  stated.  It  is  that  which  declares  our  inability  to  distinguish 
between  a  harbor  for  shelter  and  one  for  commerce.  This  is  in- 
troduced to  meet  an  idea  of  Mr.  Calhoun  in  his  report  to  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  on  the  memorial  of  the  Memphis  Con- 
vention ;  in  which  he  admits  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  appropriate  money  for  a  harbor  for  shelter,  but  denies  its  pow- 
er to  aid  a  harbor  for  commerce.  It  is  impossible  here  to  give  you 
the  process  of  reasoning  by  which  he  arrives  at  this  result.  It  is 
one  of  the  instances  in  which  a  brilliant  genius  has  made  captive 
all  common  sense.  A  habit  of  theoretic  speculation,  indulged  un- 
til it  has  obtained  the  mastery  of  all  other  faculties,  has  rendered 
this  gentleman,  who  with  all  his  errors,  is  one  of  the  jewels  of  the 
nation,  so  impracticable  as  a  statesman  and  a  legislator.  The 
committee  propose  to  meet  his  speculation  with  a  plain  matter  of 
fact,  for  which  they  appeal  to  the  common  sense  and  ordinary  ob- 
servation of  all  men. 

Another  idea  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  contained  in  the  same  report, 
seems  also  to  the  Committee  to  demand  some  notice.  It  is,  that 
with  the  assent  of  Congress,  a  law  may  be  passed,  by  one  State, 
or  by  two  States,  imposing  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  arriving  at 
or  departing  from  a  port  or  harbor,  for  its  construction  or  improve- 
ment. 

Observing  merely  in  passing  that  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  how 
a  tonnage  duty  can  be  levied  on  vessels  to  raise  the  means  of  con- 
structing harbors,  before  there  is  any  harbor  or  any  vessels  enter- 
ing it,  the  Committee  have  deemed  it  best  to  meet  the  idea  by 
showing  its  injustice.  We  claim  that  the  common  funds  of  the 
nation,  being  contributed  by  ail  the  people  and  belonging  to  them, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  are  held  in  trust 
for  the  equal  and  common  benefit  of  all.     And  maintaining  as  we 
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do,  not  only  the  power,  but  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  apply  these  funds  in  a  just  and  fair  proportion  to  the  im- 
provement of  interior  rivers  and  harbors,  we  hold  that  we  cannot 
be  called  upon  to  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets  and  by  the  addi- 
tion of  special  burdens  upon  ourselves,  perform  the  work  of  the 
Government,  so  long  as  it  has  our  common  resources  in  its  hands. 
If  we  are  compelled  to  contribute  our  private  means  to  a  public, 
general  and  national  purpose,  we  shall  find  other  means  of  doing 
so  than  by  laying  burdens  on  a  trade  already  sufficiently  discour- 
aged by  the  neglect  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  cherish  and  foster 
it.  And  we  submit  the  proposition  simply,  that  such  a  special 
burden  would  be  unjust  and  oppressive. 

The  propositions  before  you  have  been  drawn  and  presented  in 
the  spirit  of  harmony,  with  the  desire  of  exhibiting  plain  and  prac- 
tical principles  as  a  common  ground  on  which  all  may  conscientious- 
ly and  consistently  unite.  They  are  broad  enough  to  cover  the 
ground  necessary  to  attain  the  objects  for  which  we  have  assam- 
bled,  and  are  yet  so  limited,  by  carefully  abstaining  from  any  other 
terms  than  those  employed  in  the  Constitution  itself,  as  not  to  give 
color  to  vague  and  indefinite  construction.  The  entire  unanimity 
with  which  they  have  been  reported  by  the  most  numerous  Com- 
mittee yet  appointed  by  this  Convention,  furnishes  in  itself  strong 
evidence  that  they  are  adapted  to  our  case,  and  have  taken  posi- 
tions which  will  meet  the  united  and  cordial  assent  of  this  vast  as- 
sembly. 


The  following  letters  were  received  by  Members  of  the  Cor- 
responding Committee,  and  were  not  read  to  the  Convention, 
but  have  since  been  handed  to  the  Publishing  Committee,  who, 
as  a  matter  of  record,  embody  them  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention : — 

Detroit,  3rd  July,  1847. 
Gentlemen  : — My  public  duties  will  not  admit  of  my  attend- 
ance at  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  I  am  restrained  from  ex- 
pressing my  views  of  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  con- 
structing Harbors,  and  removing  obstructions  to  Commerce  on  our 
Lakes  and  Rivers,  by  the  consideration  that  I  am  a  member  of  an 
independent  department  of  the  Government,  whose  province  it  is 
to  give,  in  the  last  resort,  a  construction  to  the  Constitution.  With 
the  expression  of  an  ardent  desire  for  the  attainment  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  Convention,  I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 

JOHN  McLEAN. 
George  W.  Meeker,   N.  B.  Judd,  Win.   E.  Ogden,  E.  W.  Tracy, 
and  S.  J.  Lowe,  Esqrs.,  Committee,  &c. 
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Detroit,  May  20th,  1847. 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  very 
friendly  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  transmitting  to  me  an  invitation 
from  the  Chicago  Committee  of  Correspondence,  to  attend  a  North 
Western  Harbor  and  River  Convention,  to  be  assembled  in  that 
City  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  without  regard  to  distinc- 
tions of  party. 

I  understand  the  objects  of  the  Convention  to  be  to  promote  the 
improvement  of  Lake  and  River  Harbors,  to  secure  the  safety  of 
Lake  and  River  Navigation,  on  the  navigable  waters  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  urge  the  passage  of  laws  through  Congress,  making 
appropriations  for  these  purposes  so  essential  and  invaluable  to  the 
advancement  of  our  commercial  prosperity  in  these  immense  and 
expanding  north-western  regions. 

In  this  great  object,  and  in  the  requisite  measures  for  its  accom- 
plishment, I  most  cordially  concur.  It  is  the  peculiar  duty  of  the 
General  Government,  it  may  be  said  to  be  their  exclusive  right 
and  power,  to  promote  and  protect  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  our  magnificent  inland  seas.  They  alone  have  authority  to  reg- 
ulate the  commerce,  to  collect  imposts,  duties,  and  taxes,  on  these 
waters  ;  and  I  am  incapable  of  comprehending  upon  what  just  na- 
tional ground  they  can,  compatibly  with  their  constitutional  obli- 
gations, refuse  to  exercise  the  power.  We  must  persevere,  amidst 
all  the  discouragements  we  have 'to  encounter,  until  we  triumph  in 
this  great  cause.  These  were  my  sentiments  in  the  Senate  ;  they 
are  my  sentiments  now ;  they  will  continue  to  be  my  sentiments 
forever. 

I  deeply  regret  that  the  approaching  term  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  my  official  and  professional  engagements 
during  its  continuance,  will  prevent  my  attendance  at  the  Conven- 
tion. I  pray,  however,  that  its  proceedings  may  be  guided  by  the 
patriotism  and  wisdom  which  distinguish  rhe  north-west,  and  that 
they  may  result  in  the  signal  advancement  of  the  benilicent  objects 
for  which  it  is  to  assemble  at  your  prosperous  city.  Indeed,  upon 
these  points,  no  doubt  is  entertained. 

My  cordial  thanks  are  due  to  the  Committee  for  their  obliging 
invitation,  and  to  yourself  personally  for  the  exceedingly  kind 
terms  with  which  its  transmission  was  accompanied.  All  the 
friendly  feelings  disclosed  in  your  note  are  gratefully  reciprocated 
•by  Your  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 

JOHN  NORVELL. 

George  W.  Meeker,  Esq. 
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Amelia,  Va.,  July  26,  '47. 

Gentlemen  , — Your  invitation  to  me,  to  attend  the  "  Harbor 
and  River  Convention,"  at  Chicago,  on  the  first  Monday  of  the 
present  month,  owing  to  my  absence  from  home,  did  not  reach  me 
in  time  to  receive  an  answer  before  the  meeting  of  that  Assembly. 
Conceiving  the  design  of  the  invitations  issued  on  this  occasion  to 
public  men  at  a  distance,  to  have  been,  not  so  much  to  procure  their 
attendance,  as  to  elicit  their  opinions  on  the  interesting  subject  of 
the  purposes  of  the  Convention,  I  have  deemed  it  not  too  late, 
through  the  medium  of  the  acknowledgment  which  I  owe  for  the 
honor  of  your  invitation,  to  express  my  sincere  concurrence  in 
those  purposes. 

Of  the  importance  of  the  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished^ 
or  of  the  disproportion  of  the  expense  required,  to  their  value, 
there  can,  T  presume  be  but  one  opinion ;  the  sole  diversity  of 
opinion  relating  to  the  Constitutional  difficulty,  as  regards  the  au- 
;hority  of  the  Government  to  execute  the  works  proposed.  On 
this  point,  I  have  to  say  in  the  fewest  words,  that  regarding  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  as  unquestionable,  to  expend 
the  public  money  on  objects  conducive  to  commerce  between  States 
of  the  Confederacy,  I  can  see  no  just  ground  for  distinction,  in  this 
respect,  between  Fresh  "Water  or  Tide  Streams,  Lake  Harbors  or 
Ocean  Harbors,  which  are  or  may  be  rendered  really  subservient 
to  these  ends. 

In  this  view,  I  have,  whilst  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  given  my  vote  for  the  appropriations  proposed  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries.  I  have  with- 
held my  vote  at  the  same  time,  from  the  Harbor  bills  presented 
because  I  had,  on  every  occasion,  cause  to  entertain  the  belief,  that 
subjects  had  found  insertion  in  the  Bills,  by  what  is  denominated 
log-rolling  and  jobbing,  which  had  no  just  title  to  their  place  from 
their  intrinsic  utility,  and  I  could  not  conceive  any  object  of  value 
enough,  to  authorize  the  sanction  of  such  an  abuse,  and  the  mis- 
chief of  introducing  it  as  an  example  and  a  precedent.  It  has 
been  with  regret  that  I  have  been  constrained  to  yield  to  the  para- 
mount force  of  this  objection. 

You  will,  I  am  sure,   appreciate  justly  the  motives  to  this  late 
reply  to  your  letter,  and  I  beg  you  to  believe  me  to  be 
With  much  respect,  yours, 

W.  S.  ARCHER. 
Messrs.  Judd  and  others,  Committee. 
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